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WEEKLY CHURCH SERVICES
SUNDAY:

7.30am
9.30am

Sung Eucharist
Eucharist

WEDNESDAY:

Holy Eucharist 10.00 am

Coming events
Friday 19th July
Tuesday 23rd July
Saturday 3rd August
Friday 16th August

Soup Night
Bus trip to Esk
Ladies Breakfast
Trivia Night
Patronal festival, St Peter’s singing group entertaining guests.

THANK YOU TO ALL CONTRIBUTORS
Thank you to all those who contributed to this issue of High Tidings with
articles, photos and ideas. The Revd. Steven, Debbie, Kay, Frances,
Priscilla, Don, Lorice, Margaret, Shirley, Tim, Bill, Denise F and Denise S,
Joan .
DISCLAIMER The editor of High Tidings is not responsible for opinions expressed by contributors,
nor do their views necessarily reflect the policy of this paper or of the parish of Bribie Island.
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OUR GOAL
We aim to be a welcoming, worshipping,
witnessing community committed to
Christ as Lord

PARISH ORGANISATIONS

FROM OUR
RECTOR
Fr Steven Schwarzrock

BRIBIE ANGLICAN CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Every Wednesday at 10.00am for coffee and chat at the Village Deli
2nd Tuesday of each month for lunch
Denise Shearer 3408 1598, Phyllis Adams 3408 0901
M.U. AUSTRALIA
4th Monday of the month, 9.30 am,
President Francis Emmerton 0404 075 212

As I approach the halfway point of my fourth year here at St Peter’s, I
find myself feeling more overwhelmed than any other time since my
arrival here on Bribie Island. The expectations of ministry are so
polarising and the pressure to satisfy is daunting. No matter how much
is invested in each endeavour, the overwhelming outcomes result in
significant grief and hardship.

SEASONS
Groups of 6-8 members, designated Mondays
Margaret Peterson 5497 6978, Lorice Keith 5497 6212

A constant challenge with community life is that communities are a
collection of individuals who come together with a variety of beliefs,
hopes and desires. So how does a community travel together with a
shared vision? For us as a community at St Peter’s, it is not only
striving to get all members of our community to come together as one,
but this direction is also shaped by expectations of the Diocese, the
wider Anglican Communion and even by the wider society who have
ongoing expectations on the place and role of the church in our shared
world.

CABOOLTURE HOSPITAL LAY CHAPLAIN
Aileen Johnson 3410 8407 (Tues)
Other times 0412 069 560 or Rector 3408 3191

Something that makes this harder is the loss of absolute truth.
Absolute truth is something that is true at all times and in all places. It
is something that is always true no matter what the circumstances. It is
a fact that cannot be changed. For example, there are no round
squares. Our society is no longer built on absolute truth, but rather
believe whatever you want. This is both good and bad; too often the
absolute truth proclaimed by the church was misguided and contrary
to the Bible. As a church we need to discern and reclaim the absolute
truth of God, with the realisation that this may be contrary to what we
have been taught throughout our life.
According to Martin Luther (the reformer), "I shall never be a heretic; I
may err in dispute, but I do not wish to decide anything finally; on the
other hand, I am not bound by the opinions of men." This means that if
truth is not absolute it is not truth at all. Interestingly enough, Aristotle
stated that, “The high-minded man must care more for the truth than
2

ANGLICARE - COMMUNITY CARE
Caboolture Office 5431 7900

PRAYERS FOR WORLD MISSIONS
1st Monday of the month, 2.00 pm, Joan Norton 3408 0774
9 Jacaranda Drive. Bongaree
FOCUS ON FELLOWSHIP
(Combined Churches Christian Women’s Group)
Margaret Weise 3410 7797, Kay Benson 3408 1058

MAINLY MUSIC
Meets fortnightly on Wednesday at 9.30am
Next Wednesday July 17th 2019 at 9.30am
Contact Fr. Steven 3408 3191
SINGING GROUP
Monday at 4.00pm in the church
Margaret Peterson 5497 6978

HOME GROUPS, MISSION ORGANISATIONS
See Sunday Tidings or phone parish office 3408 3191.

The prescription
In our modern, rushing world
Where confusion fills the air
It seems half the population
Is under a doctor's care.
With a pill for this, a shot for that
And a tonic once a day
We try to keep our physique fit
And our hair from turning grey.
Good doctors do the best they can
And drugs may cure our pain
But the greatest Doctor of all times
Made His prescription plain.

To lose tension and stiff necks
To bring strained bodies ease
Spend fifteen minutes twice a day
In bending both the knees.
A spoonful of meditation
When our patience grows too thin,
Will calm our nerves and help us
Feel cheerful once again.
A capsule of scripture reading
And a level cup of prayer
Taken first thing in the morning
Will soothe our every care.
To do away with tonic bottles
And reduce the doctor's bill,
We should heed the Great Physician
And always do His will.
Author Unknown
Contributed by Shirley Todd

for what people think.” If we consider ourselves to be wise individuals,
our concern should be to find the truth not to submit to opinions. So
how do we discern if our core beliefs, hopes and desires are based in
opinion or truth?
Truth comes from God and it is revealed through the Bible. The
challenge throughout the life of the church has been to discern what is
the absolute truth. Rightly many view the church as hypocritical
because too often we profess one thing and do another. We proclaim
forgiveness and love, but are unwilling to forgive and over and over
fail to show love in our works.
Coming together around an absolute truth is essential for community,
yet the Christian movement continues to grow more divided. This is in
direct contradiction of what Jesus taught when he said, “Everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
In my role here at St Peter’s, I struggle to discern what the truth is we
cling to here at St Peter’s on the issues of justice in the world. What
justice should we be seeking for homeless, the refugee and the
displaced? How productive should we be in caring for the resources of
the earth? Should all people be treated with equality irrelevant of their
gender, gender identity, race, ethnic origin, disability, age, nationality,
national origin, sexuality, religion or belief, marital status and social
class? After all, are we not all the same on the inside and do we not
all bleed the same?
The reality is as a community we have very divided beliefs on what is
our truth on these issues. This division is a key factor to the growing
divide between the church and the surrounding community we are
called to reach out into. We need to work together on reclaiming
absolute truth, but as we travel that journey we must show respect,
unity and love.
As a church community instead of fighting each other we should be
fighting for each other. If we are going to shout, then love should be
the cry. Love should be our guide because it is only love that can
drive out darkness. We glorify God when we come together, so let us
strive to come together in love. This needs to flow on through all
aspects of our lives at St Peter’s including how we worship and
fellowship, as well as through our caring ministries, education,
outreach and administration.

Steven Schwarzrock
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Bishop Jeremy Greaves visits
On Sunday May 5th the Right Revd Jeremy
Greaves visited the parish. He attended both
services presiding at the Eucharist and
preaching the sermon. The Bishop’s
presence always makes the service special
and his sermons provide us with points to
ponder.
The reading for the day was the last chapter
of St John’s gospel where Jesus asks Peter
“do you love me”. three times. The Bishop
went on to emphasise the type of love that
Jesus wants us to show, love in action.
Engaged, committed, risk taking action, which
may take us to places we do not want to go.
Jesus tells us to love all the sheep, he still
calls us to follow him.

Challenges:
The viability of the project at risk.
Because of inflation the cost of chicken feed
has tripled in 2 months to $176/bag and
continues to rise. (The chickens use 4-6
bags a day.) As a result we have had to
slightly increase the price of eggs, but
people cannot afford much.
After all our investment in it and Fr. Thomas’
incredible efforts, it would be a shame if
this project failed because of inflation
Toyota full of eggs for delvery
which shows no sign of stopping. There
is enormous demand for eggs in the nearby town.
Mutemwa Leprosy and Care Centre, 3 Piggeries and 1 Hen House – assisting 42
patients towards self-sufficiency.
The high cost of fuel and his work at the egg farm have prevented Fr. Thomas from
visiting Mutemwa.

Destitute Widows assisting 19 widows and 1
widower caring for 63 orphans to become selfsufficient.
After the failure of the rains resulting in no harvest,
the widows have no food and no money to buy food.
We need to care for these widows and orphans until
the next harvest
in March 2020.

Let nothing disturb thee, nothing affright thee,
All things are passing. God never changeth.
Patient endurance attaineth to all things.
Alone God sufficeth.
Prayer of St. Theresa
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University Sponsorship - assisting 1 female
student complete a 4 year BSc (Hons)
Geology degree.
Takudzwa finished her 2nd year mid-year
exams this month and awaits the results in
July.
ALL glory to God
Tim Dufton

Zimbabwe Challenge

A Registered Charity Number 2409 with the Queensland Office
of Fair Trading and the Commonwealth Australian Charities and
Not-for-Profit Commission.
Zimbabwe Challenge’s policy is to give glory to God and show His love for the
‘Poorest of the Poor’ in Zimbabwe by encouraging and assisting them to become selfsufficient.
“Let your hope keep you joyful, be patient in your troubles, and pray at all times”(Romans 12:12)

Amazing, wonderful news!

University Medical Sponsorship

A very generous Australian donor has provided funding for the young Zimbabwean
to complete his 5 years medical doctor qualification at the University of Zimbabwe!
Thank you very much to the donor.
All glory to God
Situation in Zimbabwe
Inflation is spiralling out of control in the country. On 12 th June petrol cost $12 per
litre !!!!!, up from $1.94 in January. Goodness knows what it costs now as you read
this!
A report I received said, “… transport and food prices have shot up again and fuel
queues have grown even longer as rumours of another fuel increase are
widespread….”
As an example three weeks ago 1 kg of carrots cost $5.92, now they cost $14.81.
Hospitals have no medicines and patients are dying.

Who is a deacon
Thoughts gleaned from an article written by Deacon Wayne Philp (an
ordained deacon/Franciscan brother) in the latest edition of Franciscan
Angles (a newsletter for the Society of St Francis).
He writes “The response to the question what do deacons do, is that an
Anglican deacon is simply tasked to love and care for people who are
outside the church. A priest feeds the faithful ministering Word and
Sacrament to those who believe (John 21:15-17) whereas a deacon walks the
highways and the byways (exampling justice, kindness and humility to all –
both good and bad – and inviting them to come in from the cold, (Matthew
22:1-14). For me, the essential criteria of success as a deacon is whether I
connect with someone in their hour of need long enough to be of help.
So how then are deacons and Brothers of St Francis and the Sister of St
Clare different to anybody else? The answer is “We’re not.” There are no
special credentials, apart from responding to God’s call to example justice,
kindness and humility to all. The fact is that deacons and members of the
Society of St Francis can only do things that anybody else can do – like any
other member of the church. Isn’t that wonderful and so completely
liberating; to be just like any other man or woman created by God “to be”. “
Yes, we are the “the other members of the church”, we are the “anybody
else”. Are we examples of justice, kindness and humility? Are we
examples of what God created us to be – his children ?
Contributed by Joan Norton

Jairos Jiri Children’s Rehabilitation Centre Self-Sufficiency Farm – assisting
167 ‘differently abled’ children.
We have 1500 egg-laying
chickens. Profits from the sale
of the eggs will be used to
purchase such items as
medicines, equipment and
therapy for the children.
Thanks to all those who
provided funding for the water
pump (left) and the brick
lining of the well. (right) We
still need piping and a grinding
mill.

16

THE COLLECTING HABIT
The Anglican Board of Missions thanks all the parishioners who have
forwarded the stamps from their mail over recent months. Please continue
collecting and leaving in the stamp box in the narthex.
Now another request. Through the coordinator of Samaritan’s Purse some
women in Cambodia are crocheting around ring pull tops from drink cans to
make bracelets, earrings, coin purses etc. This supplies them with a small
income. There will be a container beside the stamp box for the collection of
ring pull tops. Please spread the word amongst your family and friends.

AMUA REPORT
FOR HIGH TIDINGS
The past few months have
been quite busy for AMUA
members. Our March
meeting incorporated the
Wave of Prayer which was
organised by Hilda Smith and
Anne Paroz. Following a
small service in the church
chapel, members retired to Cooinda for morning tea. This was followed by
some of our members speaking of their experiences of Mother’s Union in
other countries and cities.
For Mothering Sunday some of our members made miniature prayer shawls
which proved very popular. A contribution of $308.85 was made through the
retiring collection in support of the current Overseas Project being the
development of Peace and Reconciliation in Africa. Our thanks to the parish
for their generosity in this support.
We had a busy month in April with Lady Day Service at St. John’s Cathedral
and a visit to the Abbey later in the month. Marjorie Voss attended the
Country Council Meeting in Warwick at the beginning of May and our meeting
for May was a seminar for Social Responsibility Day on “Keeping Seniors
Safe”.
Our meeting in June will be a Quiet Day held
at the home of our President Frances
Emmerton where the Labyrinth Ministry will
be led by Rev. Carolyn Payne.
Lady Day Service
A group of AMUA members went to the Lady
Day service at the Cathedral on Wednesday
3rd April. Bribie Island AMUA along with
Buderim and Burpengary were nominated to
carry the Diocesan banner and to lead the
banner procession. I had the privilege to do
this. Margaret Weise was selected to carry
our banner.
It was a lovely service with a relevant sermon
from Bishop Jeremy on Mary and how she
6

perception of personal ownership of land, the British claimed Australia was terra
nullius or nobody’s land. This interpretation stood until the High Court ruled on the
Mabo decision in 1992.
Clearly, the First Nations’ peoples were the occupiers of the land long before British
settlement. Their whole being (body, mind and spirit) was attached to the land of their
birth. When removed from their land they suffered great distress, physically,
emotionally and spiritually Also clearly, the hunting down, moving or worse of the
first peoples was illegal and the wealth of the current prosperous, largely European
descended Australian population is built on land stolen from the aborigines.
With the loss of their land and their culture and being herded into missions away from
their ancestral lands, they became a broken people. Opportunities for advancement in
the new era were few and many of the colonising population formed a very low
opinion of them, an opinion which has been passed down the generations.
Most of us have grown up understanding nothing about their way of life, of their
agriculture where large areas of yams and native grains were grown and stored,
although it was reported by early explorers. We knew little if anything of their highly
inventive methods of catching fish, and
the paintings of early artists depict a
landscape managed by judicious burning of pastures with forests developed to
facilitate harvesting of their animal food.
In 1967 First Nations’ people were counted as members of Australian society.
In 1992 First Nations’ people were recognised as the original owners of this land,
ownership going back over 60,000 years.
In 2017 after exhaustive consultation and with the support of many, including our
Anglican Church, they wish to be heard on issues affecting their people (the Statement
of the Heart). They want the ability to be heard enshrined in the Constitution which
can only be changed by the Australian people at referendum.

In 2017 the Turnbull Government rejected the consensus of the Statement of the Heart
with minimal consideration. The belief of many within the study group is that this
decision should be reversed by our new Government. However, changes to the
constitution have little or no chance of success without the bi-partisan support of the
major political parties. Achieving this level of support can be helped if more
Australians learn the truth of our colonial past.
First Nations’ people want the truth of our history to
be heard, a truth that so many of us have lived for so
long without knowing.
We were all touched in many ways by this study and
recommend the study to all church members.
Don Keith

showed strength in accepting the miracle of her pregnancy at a time when it
would have been dire to be an unwed Mother.

A VOICE IN THE
WILDERNESS :
LISTENING TO THE
STATEMENT FROM THE
HEART

We were bused to and from by the Community Bus. Thanks to Catherine for
her organisation of this. Many people caught up with old friends, and a good
time was had by everyone.
Frances Emmerton, President

Abbey Visit
Australia’s First Peoples (Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders) are a disadvantaged
minority in Australia seeking a means of having a process to have their voice heard.
“A Voice in the Wilderness”, prepared by Celia Kemp, Reconciliation Coordinator for
the Anglican Board of Mission (ABM), was used by three groups at St. Peter’s for
their Lenten study this year. The group of 11 people led by Father Steven gained much
knowledge, greater awareness and understanding throughout the 6 week’s study, and
the following summarises some of this.
The Statement from the Heart is the title given to the final report of the Referendum
Council presented in May 2017, after a series of regional dialogues culminated in the
National Constitutional Convention at Uluru in which over 250 delegates from across
Australia and the Torres Strait took part.
The General Synod of the Anglican Church of Australia in September 2017 passed a
number of resolutions in support of the Referendum Council’s final report, including
support for a constitutionally entrenched First Nations’ advisory voice to the
Commonwealth Parliament.
Colonisation of Australia by the British failed to acknowledge the First Nations’
culture, languages and management of the land and waters over what is now known to
be 60,000 years, and branded these dark skinned people as unintelligent, wandering
savages to be treated as less than human.
Australia’s original inhabitants, numbering at least 350,000 in 1788, had been
reduced to about 40,000 by 1911. While large numbers died of introduced European
diseases, a great many more were killed in massacres which included shooting and
poisoning. It is estimated that 60,000 were killed in frontier wars in Qld. alone.
Because of the low understanding and opinion of the First Peoples by the first settlers,
the original Australian Constitution of 1901 stipulated that they were not to be
counted in a census. This situation remained, until changed by referendum in 1967,
but there were no overt references to First Nations’ peoples’ long history and
connection to the land in the Constitution.
In 1967 they were counted as people; now they want their voice to be heard on issues
that affect their people.
The Doctrine of Discovery had its genesis in a Papal Bull in the 1400s that said, in
short, that lands occupied by non-Christian savages could be claimed by a colonising
country. In Australia, because our first peoples were of the land and generally had no
14

Mothers’ Union visit to the Abbey Museum on 29th April was a great success.
Fifteen members and nineteen visitors attended.
We began with a forty-five minute guided tour of the Church telling the story
of their arrival at Caboolture. The guide then talked about the beautiful
stained- glass windows, the oldest being from the 12th Century.
We moved to the Hall and had a very tasty morning tea followed by a visit
through the Museum and spending as long as we wished admiring the many
artefacts before returning home.

Priscilla Hancox, Abbey Visit Organiser
Keeping Seniors Safe Seminar
The morning was well attended and the team from the Elder Abuse
Prevention Unit, National Debt Line and Relationships Australia presented a
professional and informative seminar.
The seminar was part of the responsibility that the Social Issues and Action
Department of Mother’s Union takes on, to put forward concerns that effect
the lives of people in our community. We promulgate information of support
and human services that are of interest and that are instrumental in the
betterment of the lives of individuals, groups and the wider community.
Thank you to Vice President Lynn Macbeth, Secretary Debbie Eustace and
Morning Tea Co-ordinator Lyn Bellert for their support, and all the members
who contributed to making the morning a success.
Kay Benson, Social Issues and Action Representative.
Our upcoming events for the next part of the year include –
•
A Parish Barbeque in July which will be our fundraising event of the
year.
•
Retiring Collection in aid of Anglicare SQ Chaplaincy in August
AMUA Bribie 30th Birthday Celebrations in September.
Debbie Eustace, Secretary

St. Peter’s Book Club
The only way we can avoid having
regrets tomorrow is to make better
choices today
How will the value of your days be measured?
What will matter is not what you bought but what you built, not
what
you got but what you gave.
What will matter is not your success but your significance.
What will matter is not what you learned but what you taught.

What will matter is every act of integrity, compassion, courage
or sacrifice that enriched, empowered or encouraged others to
emulate your example.

Some of you may know of or have read some or all of a series of books by
Jan Karon called the Mitford Series. In 1994 she published the first novel “At
Home in Mitford” introducing Father Tim Cavanaugh, an Episcopal priest, living and ministering in the small fictional town of Mitford, North Carolina. Her
subsequent books follow his life with its problems and joys as he copes with
the difficult life issues many of his friends and fellow citizens face. As we do.
The author doesn’t preach, she just keeps providing illustrations of what the
gospel might look like in life. She keeps pointing toward what it looks like to
live with hope, a small piece of what it might look like to be an authentic Christian, not the sort whose likeness is enshrined in a cathedral window, but the
sort who lives a regular life and wakes up one day to hear the Master say
”Well done, thou good and faithful servant.” That’s the sort of gospel hope
that the world needs to see so much more of.
(influenced by a review of “To be where you are” by Andrew Spencer in
2017).
Unfortunately the library has no book club sets of any of Jan Karon’s novels
but there are individual copies of several of her books in The Mitford series
available including “Jan Karon’s Mitford Years - the first five novels” (eBook).
It is a good idea to begin at the beginning don’t you think?
(Contributed by Joan Norton)

What will matter is not your competence but your character.
What will matter is not how many people you knew, but how many
will feel a lasting loss when you are gone.
What will matter is not your memories but memories that live
in those who loved you.
What will matter is how long you will be remembered, by
whom and for what.
Living a life that matters doesn’t happen by accident.
It is not a matter of circumstances but of choice.
Choose to live a life that matters.
Michael Josephson
contributed by Denise Fender

Movie night
Another successful movie night was held in May. The film shown was
Poms”, a comedy of ladies of senior years who were living in an over fifties
village. They decide not to be involved in the conventional activities of the
village but to become cheer leaders as some had been in their youth. They
go on and compete in a
competition and actually
bring the house
down. While the movie
was a comedy there were
some lovely threads of
friendship, care and
compassion for each
other that came through.
Movie goers enjoying
their drinks and nibbles
before the film
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Bacs News

Focus on fellowship

The Bribie Anglican Cancer Support Group held a luncheon in Cooinda on
Tuesday 11th June featuring Danielle McGrath, an Advanced Care Planning
Facilitator from the Caboolture Hospital as our guest speaker. Danielle
shared a wealth of information with us and supplied carefully prepared
documents for us to take home in order to consider our planning for the
future. In light of the overall age of our congregation, it was disappointing that
only fourteen people availed themselves of this very enlightening discussion,
most of them being BACS members.

We had a wonderful morning of fun,
fellowship, food and fashion with over
400 + guests attending this year. It was a
delight to see people leaving with a smile
on their face and a spring in their step
and a bargain or two from the Pre-loved
shops.

Our Wednesday coffee meetings have
undergone some changes because of
an increase in numbers. We are now
meeting at the RSL on the first and
second Wednesday of the month, and at
the village Deli on the third and fourth
Wednesdays. This may change in time,
so if you, or friends you know who have
experienced cancer, wish to join us,
perhaps it would be best to phone
Denise or Phyl to check the venue.

Jeff Eustace

Denise Shearer
Greg Rollason
Alias Elvis
Presley

Delma Meitzel
Kay Benson
and Margaret
Weise
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The wise man is glad to
be instructed , but a self
sufficient fool falls flat
on his face.
Proverbs 9:9

PATRONAL
FESTIVAL LUNCH
The lunch was held in Cooinda after a
combined Eucharist, the meal was catered.
Guests were entertained by the St. Peters
singing group
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