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ST. PETER’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 
BRIBIE ISLAND 

CNR. BANYA & FOSTER STS., BONGAREE 
 Ph: 3408 3191,  
 Postal Address: PO Box 1087, 
 Bongaree, Qld., 4507 
 E-mail     office@stpetersbribie.org.au 
 Rector; The Revd. Steven Schwarzrock  3408 3191 
     

WEEKLY CHURCH SERVICES 
 

SUNDAY:     7.30am Sung Eucharist        
      9.30am Eucharist  
     
WEDNESDAY:     Holy Communion   10.00 am 

DISCLAIMER  The editor of High Tidings is not responsible for opinions expressed by contributors, 
nor do their views necessarily reflect the policy of this paper or of the parish of Bribie Island. 

THANK YOU TO ALL CONTRIBUTORS 
 

Thank you to all those who contributed to this issue of High Tidings with 
articles, photos and ideas. The Rt Revd Jeremy Greaves, The Revd Dr. 
Barry Shields, Jeff, Karen, Debbie, Kay, Hank, Tim, Frankie, Jean, Wendy, 
John, Bob, Jan, Bill, Joan N,  

Silly jokes for Christmas day 
 
What did Mrs Claus say to Santa Claus when she saw clouds in the 
sky? 
 Looks like reindeer. 
 
We had granny for dinner last Christmas. 
Really. We had turkey. 
 
How many hairs in a cat’s tail?    None, they are all on the outside. 

THE PARISH PAPER 
OF ST. PETER’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 

BRIBIE ISLAND 

HIGH TIDINGS 
Summer December 2018  No  79 

OUR GOAL 
 

We aim to be a welcoming, worshipping,  
witnessing community committed to  

Christ as Lord 

 

Bishop Jeremy Greaves 
with the Revd Carolyn 
Payne (Locum) and the 
churchwardens,               
Jeff Eustace, Kay Benson 
and Karen Llewellyn. 



2  

Parish report 
 

 
With Fr. Steven away on leave the Churchwardens have been asked to write  
the Parish Report on behalf of the Rector. 
 
Parish Council has continued to meet in Fr. Steven’s absence and at our last 
meeting approved the repair of the lantern windows in the steeple of the 
church.  This repair will hopefully aid in cooling the church during the long 
summer months ahead.  Our next meeting will be in January to discuss the 
budget prior to the Annual General Meeting in February. 
 
The general day to day business of the parish continues thanks to the office 
staff.  They have worked hard to ensure things are kept running smoothly.  
The introduction of the email “This Week at St. Peter’s” has been warmly 
received by many of our parishioners currently travelling on holidays.   
 
Revd Carolyn has been doing a great job leading our worship on 
Wednesdays and Sundays.  Her sermons have been interesting, thought 
provoking and at times challenging.  She has also continued her pastoral 
care work in the parish and the fortnightly services at BIACS (Foley Street).  
We thank her for her continued support. 
 
We would also like to take this opportunity to thank all who have continued 
their roles in volunteering for the parish.  Thank you to the many people who 
have assisted in keeping things running smoothly; cleaning the church, brass 
and Cooinda, gardening, helping with Wednesday and Sunday services, 
counting the giving, and many other tasks. Thank you also for stepping up 
and covering the many who are away on holidays.  Your dedication is greatly 
appreciated.  We also thank the people in home groups, those volunteering 
with mainly music and those in all the other groups, for your contribution to 
outreach and parish life. 
 
We look forward to the safe return of Fr. Steven and his family and pray that 
the rest of his holiday will be one of rest and recreation.  He will return to 
Parish Duties on Tuesday 18

th
 December. 

 
Finally, we would like to wish you and your family a blessed and happy 
Christmas and a wonderful 2019. 
 

Jeff Eustace, Karen Llewellyn 

PARISH ORGANISATIONS 
 
 

BRIBIE ANGLICAN CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 
Every Wednesday at 10.00am for coffee and chat at the Village Deli 

2nd Tuesday of each month for lunch   
Denise Shearer 3408 1598, Phyllis Adams 3408 0901 

 
 

M.U. AUSTRALIA 
4th Monday of the month, 9.30 am,  

 President Francis Emmerton 0404 075 212 
 

SEASONS 
Groups of 6-8 members, designated Mondays 

Margaret Peterson 5497 6978, Lorice Keith 5497 6212 
 

ANGLICARE -  COMMUNITY CARE 
Caboolture Office 5431 7900 

 
CABOOLTURE HOSPITAL LAY CHAPLAIN 

Aileen Johnson 3410 8407 (Tues) 
Other times  0412 069 560 or Rector 3408 3191 

 
PRAYERS FOR WORLD MISSIONS 

1st and 3rd Mondays, 2.00 pm, Joan Norton 3408 0774 
9 Jacaranda Drive. Bongaree 

 
FOCUS ON FELLOWSHIP 

(Combined Churches Christian Women’s Group) 
Margaret Weise 3410 7797, Kay Benson 3408 1058 

 
MAINLY MUSIC 

Each Wednesday in Cooinda at 9.30am 
Wendy Nelson 

 
SINGING GROUP  

Monday at 4.00pm in the church 
Margaret Peterson   5497 6978 

 
YOUTH, CHILDREN and  FAMILIES MINISTER 

Wendy Nelson 0421 781 885 
 

HOME GROUPS, MISSION ORGANISATIONS 
See Sunday Tidings or phone parish office 3408 3191. 
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The Land Downunder 
H. Hyde  

 
Australia, Australia was once a pristine place 

And Aboriginal people lived there for quite a while 
Then nurtured it so gently with tender loving care 

And their signs of occupation could be seen everywhere. 
 

Now many decades later the white man came ashore 
He chose to overlook the natives who’d been here before 

The original inhabitants just could not understand 
Why he chose to be so brutal and drove them from their land. 

 
They were hunted, shot and hounded into many a reservation 
He completely failed to see the need for future preservation 

He cut down trees, wiped out the bees and ruined vegetation. 
He sowed the seed of human greed showing no imagination. 

 
Then round about the coastline he planted sugar cane 

But now the greedy cane beetle joined in his little game 
They became a feral nuisance and danger to the crop 

So he introduced the cane toads their progress had to stop. 
 

Unfortunately my friends this proved a mad endeavour 
And all the time he thought that he was being clever 

For years this south sea menace has gotten out of order 
With it’s presence unrestricted, it really has no border. 

 
And now we’re being told that insecticides bring grief 
It’s noted with alarm that they are damaging the reef 

One of the seven wonders of this mighty universe 
Is now attacked by starfish and has added a new curse. 

 
Releasing furry rabbits was a monumental error 

For they have truly taken over, they’re a constant source of terror 
They cost the farmers millions as they dig to make a burrow 

And the mess that they bring to bear can be seen in every furrow. 
 

Yes, Australia was an island, a paradise complete 
And animals that dwelt here all had soft heeled feet 
By bringing in the buffalo and wild pigs to satiate 

He failed to realise the harm that they’d create. 
 

Now you might think me ungrateful with this story I have told 
And I speculate what God thought as he watched it all unfold 

I’ve informed the settling of this land by truthful observation 
Yet there’s no place I’d rather be, a part of this here nation. 

 

Bishop Jeremy began by telling us that although the festival of Christ the 
King was only introduced in to the church calendar in 1925 it is a very 
important festival because it prompts us to ask some questions. Who is in 
charge? What place does the church have in the world today when God no 
longer seems important, and what sort of King was Jesus? 
 
In the lead up to Christmas we can find the answers to each of these 
questions. Jesus was born as an ordinary human infant. Bishop Jeremy 
quoted St. John’s gospel “God so loved the world that he gave his only son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 
life.”(John3:16)  God gave his son to us in grace and trust yet we crucified 
him. Our King is vulnerable, his Kingdom is not of this world. That means 
that we, his followers, are called to embrace our vulnerability. We are 
powerless to change, God is in charge. The gospel is hope, our great King 
still makes remarkable things happen, a small baby defeats the power of 
evil. This Sunday, the feast of Christ the King, gives us the chance to 
proclaim this baby as our King, and to let God be God. 
 
 
Bishop Jeremy closed his sermon with a prayer that  sums up the essence 
of his sermon. (It is printed on page 17) 

Christ  the   king 
 

On the last Sunday in November the Rt 
Revd Jeremy Greaves, Bishop of 
Brisbane, Northern Region, visited the 
parish. He was welcomed by the Revd 
Carolyn Payne, on behalf of the 
parishioners, to a combined Eucharist  
celebrating the festival of Christ the King. 
Bishop Jeremy presided at the Eucharist 
and preached the sermon. After the 
service he talked with parishioners at 
morning tea. 
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Don’t forget that the stamps on your Christmas mail have a life after delivery 
to you.  The Anglican Board of Missions – Australia - welcomes used stamps 
in good condition to sell to stamp collectors. 
Bring your stamps, with a wide edge around them, to church to place in the 
box marked STAMPS in the narthex.  Help spread the Good News far and 
wide. 

EMPTY CHRISTMAS TREE 2018 
 
Once again this year the parishioners of St. Peter’s will be giving gifts to 
children in foster care under the guidance of Anglicare Children & Families 
Caboolture formerly known as TRACC (Tufnell Residential and Community 
Care).  In the Bribie/Caboolture/Morayfield area there are over 400 children 
currently in foster care.  The aim of the giving is to lighten the burden of 
foster carers and to bring a little joy into the lives of foster children. 
 

This year we are targeting 
the age group of between 8 
to 17 years.  Gifts can still 
be given for younger 
children, however this age 
group tends to be the one 
that misses out.  The idea is 
that while shopping for gifts 
for our families we buy one 
extra gift for another 
child.  Gifts don’t need to be 
expensive or complicated – 
a movie voucher or store gift 
card for a 17 year old is an 
appreciated gift.  Gifts may 
be wrapped with a gift tag 

stating the appropriate age and whether the gift would be suitable for a boy 
or girl.  Collection of gifts  continues until Wednesday 12

th
 December, gifts 

may be left under the tree in the church or handed in to the church office 
Wednesday and Friday mornings between 9.00am and 12.00pm. 
 
Our parish family has been very generous in the past with their giving to this 
worthwhile, local venture and I am sure we will rise to the challenge once 
again.  A big thank you to all who contribute. 

Debbie Eustace 

Reformers of the Council of Trent, who were most moderate in their 
formulation of a doctrine therefore, and implied that the non-existence of time 
cancelled out any meaningful understanding of purgatory. 
 

      We can know nothing of what awaits us after death, “from which bourn no 
traveller returns,” and can only trust in Jesus’ assurance that “the dead are 
raised,” and that Paradise is the eternal reward of the faithful. 

 

Let God be God 
 
 
 

God, grant me the serenity  
to accept the people I cannot change, 

which is pretty much everyone, 
since I’m clearly not you, God. 

At least not the last time I checked. 
And while you’re at it, God, 
please give me the courage 

to change what I need to change about myself, 
which is frankly a lot, since, once again, 

I’m not you, which means I’m not perfect. 
It’s better for me to focus on changing myself 

than to worry about changing other people, 
who, as you’ll no doubt remember me saying, 

I can’t change anyway. 
Finally, give me the wisdom to just shut up 
whenever I think that I’m clearly smarter 

than everyone else in the room, 
that no one knows what they’re talking about except me, 

or that I alone have all the answers. 
Basically, God, 

grant me the wisdom 
to remember that I’m 

not you.       
Amen 
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THE CHRISTIAN HOPE. 
                                                     (Rev. Dr.)  Barry Shield 
 
…is, of course, eternal life.   That this follows Resurrection from the dead is 
self-evident.   Our Hope is not in some sort of Platonic immortality, but that 
earthly death comes not as the end.    This came naturally from Judaism, even 
though resurrection of the body came to Judaism relatively late in its history.    
In fact it was not until the persecution of Antiochus IV, in the second century 
B.C.E, (175-63 B.C.E) when thousands of devout Jews were put to death 
before they would betray the Torah (the Jewish “Bible”) that Jews came to 
believe that God would not permit these heroes to endure eternally the gloomy 
underworld of she’ol. 
 

       Jesus Christ obviously firmly believed in the fact that the dead are raised. 
(Mk. 12:18-27)    It was a cornerstone of His teaching.   The God we know 
from the Old and New Testaments would not have dealings with the living, 
only to let them die eternally.   Those who know aught of communion with God 
in this life cannot believe that this communion will be destroyed by death.    
God revealed Himself to the Patriarchs, gave them promises, made covenants 
with them, and in at least one case, spared him from tasting death prior to his 
entry into heaven – hardly the act of One planning the eternal annihilation of 
His children at the end of their human existences! 
 

      St. Paul struggled with the understanding of resurrection – in fact, the only 
writer in the N.T. who made any attempt to answer the question “How are the 
dead raised?” was Paul, in 1 Cor. 15 and 11. Cor 5.   It is obvious that Paul 
had no truck with bodily  resurrection of this flesh (resuscitation).   He seemed 
to follow Jewish Apocalyptic thought, which saw the blessed dead clothed in 
bodies of light, the white robes of Rev. 6.11, cf also Rev. 3.4f, 18.   His 
“spiritual body” is a body belonging to the realm of the Spirit, perhaps without 
form or substance as it was pre-mortem, but a part of the supernatural realm 
into which we are introduced at our baptism.    Certainly, Paul’s doctrine of a 
“spiritual body” is more congenial to us than, e.g., Augustine’s account of a 
physical resurrection. 
 

     Eternal Life is the gift of God, not something we inherit anyway; and it has 
become increasingly difficult to say anything meaningful about the nature of 
the life to come – except that it WILL come, as a continuation, perhaps, of the 
personality, as suggested by A.T. Hanson, Jurgen Moltmann and John Baillie, 
for example.    The hope of glory has long been held up before Christians as 
light, radiance, visible splendour.    Earthly time does not exist, can have no 
meaning.     My own understanding of the existence of a purgatory as a place 
of punishment prior to entry into the Blessed paradise is similar to that of the 

ST  PETER’S  BOOK  CLUB 

 
Prompted by an article in FOCUS promoting a Book Club called “Reading with 
Spiritual Eyes” some parishioners thought that our parish could support a Book 
Club too.  Indeed we can. We have enough keen readers to support two book 
clubs.  We have held our first Book Discussion Group meetings, one held on a 
Thursday morning and the second on a Friday afternoon.  Although our 
opinions of the book varied considerably the discussion that followed proved to 
be very interesting and instructive.   
The plan is to meet once every three months to discuss a book which 
challenges us to think and read more deeply on topics which affect our daily 
lives.  The next meeting is scheduled for February of next year. 

Joan Norton 

This term at Mainly Music we have 
been really interested in reading. 
We read our own books in the toy 
corner and over the last few weeks 
we have been reading books about 
the nativity story and the true 
meaning of Christmas. 

It is a privilege, even if it is small , to 
share with these families the true mean-
ing of Christmas. 

Please pray for our families and that the 
seeds we plant will continue to grow. 

 

Wendy Nelson 
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Mother’s Union News 
 
 Our September meeting was an opportunity to 
celebrate our Branch Birthday.  The theme of the 
day was “UFO or Things I Would Like to Do” and 
was an opportunity for members to showcase their 
hobbies and crafts.  We are quite a talented bunch 
and the beautiful displays of cards, embroidery, 
cross-stitch, knitting and more, showed how many 
of our members spent their spare time.  It was a 
lovely way to celebrate our birthday along with the 
delicious birthday cake ably cut by Joyce Sergeant 
and Myra Milner. 

October was our Annual 
General Meeting and we 
farewelled our hardworking 
executive team of Anne 
Paroz as President, Frances 
Emmerton as Vice 
President, Joan Beale as 
Secretary and Priscilla 
Hancox as Treasurer.  
Thank you ladies so much 
for your hard work during the 
year.  A particular thank-you 
to Priscilla who has been Treasurer for the past 6 years.  Your dedication to 
the task is greatly appreciated and we thank you for sharing your talent and 
skills in this field. 
Our new executive team is Frances Emmerton as President, Anne Paroz 
and Lyn Macbeth as Vice Presidents and Debbie Eustace as Treasurer.  
We currently do not have a Secretary but hope that after prayerful 
consideration a member may feel challenged to take on this role. 
 
November was our Annual Christmas Lunch held at the Blue Pacific Hotel.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here on 

Bribie Island, 
some of the environmental activities have included: 
In conjunction with University of Queensland, Bribie Island Environmental 

Protection Association (BIEPA) has been trialing a method to remove 
toads from the environment at the Bibimulya Wetlands.  MBRC is also 
conducting trials of this method of removal 

The turtle nesting season is about to begin.  BIEPA volunteers have started 
patrols looking for signs of nesting activity.   BIEPA members have also 
met on a number of occasions with MBRC to seek better protection for 
nesting areas 

 
BIEPA has joined with a number of other community groups and members 

who are concerned about the ever-increasing number of 4WD’s on 
Bribie’s beaches that are doing untold damage and are destroying the 
habitat of a number of endangered species 

John Oxenford 

Turtle on 
Woorim 
beach 

Christmas services 
 

Tuesday 11th December           10.00am  Celebration of Memories 
 
Sunday 23rd December   6.00pm  Nine Lessons and Carols 
 
Monday 24th December  Christmas Eve  6.00pm  Contemporary Eucharist 
 
           11.00pm Traditional Eucharist 
 
Tuesday 25th December  Christmas Day 8.30am Traditional Eucharist  
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AngliGreen Update for December 2018 

 
The PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT CANON 2007 was adopted in 
2009 and resulted in the creation of AngliGreen to provide guidance and leadership to 
the Diocese on ways to support the Anglican Communion’s Fifth Mark of Mission: 
‘To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of 
the earth’.   
AngliGreen’s activities can be followed on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
Angligreen/ or on its website at https://anglicanchurchsq.org.au/what-we-do/
angligreen/ 
 
 Some of the highlights for AngliGreen in 2018 have included: 
 
The 2018 Committee was commissioned by the Archbishop at Evensong in 

the Cathedral in May.  Rev Peter Moore agreed to be Chair in 2018.  
Although I am a member of the Committee for 2018, I have not been too 
active due to other commitments 

 
AngliGreen maintained a stall at Synod and submitted a motion to Synod that 

was passed.  The motion asks for assistance to quantify the emissions of 
church institutions including 
parish facilities 

 
The Season of Creation was 

observed again with a 
photographic exhibit in the 
Cathedral.  Some St Peters 
parishioners submitted 
photos 

I gave a talk to members of the 
parish at St Margaret’s – 
Northpoint on ways to reduce 
power consumption and 
hence reduce environmental 
footprint 

 
AngliGreen members participated with other faith-based organisations in the 

Vigil to Save the Barrier Reef in the Cathedral in September 
 
I have continued to give a course on “Bribie’s Natural Environment” at U3A.  I 

will be giving this course again in Term 1 in 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARMISTiCE DAY 
 

 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month 1918 was when the guns fell 
silent on the Western front after four years of continuous fighting. The German 
Invaders requested an Armistice to secure a peace settlement. Unconditional 
surrender was attained on the terms of the Allies. Thousands of lives were 
lost and many suffered physical and psychological wounds from which they 
would never completely recover. 
 
REMEMBRANCE DAY - Came into being  when the British and Australian 
Governments decided that November 11th would be a day to remember all 
war dead. In Australia we observe this day with services at Churches, RSLs 
and other venues throughout the country. One minutes silence is observed at 
11:00 am for this solemn occasion. 
 
This year in Fr, Steven's absence I had the honour to lay the wreath at the 
RSL service on behalf of the parishioners of St. Peter's. For me it was a 
special time of reflection and prayer as I wore my Grandfather's medals from 
the First World War. He served in the British army in the artillery. Then my 
thoughts wandered to other family members who had paid the ultimate 
sacrifice to ensure that we could live our lives with freedom and without fear.  
 
Revd Carolyn Payne preached on the meaning of Remembrance Day and  
also included the Last Post and the minute's silence in our services at St. 
Peter's on that day. These services were meaningful and poignant.  

 
LEST WE FORGET. 

Kay Benson 

An opportunity for members to “let their hair down” and share good times and 
fellowship with each other and members of the congregation who joined us. 
Finally December with our Planning Meeting to decide on the calendar of 
events for 2019.  It’s always a challenge to fit in everything we wish to do but 
this brainstorming session helps plan the year ahead with a balance of 
spiritual, learning and fun activities. 
As the year comes to a close with all its busyness and festivities, let us 
remember Mary Sumner’s Personal Prayer. 
All this day O Lord, let me touch as many lives as possible for thee; and every 
life I touch do thou by thy spirit quicken, whether through the word I speak, 
the prayer I breathe, or the life I live.  Amen. 

DEBBIE EUSTACE (Acting Secretary) 

http://www.facebook.com/Angligreen/
http://www.facebook.com/Angligreen/
https://anglicanchurchsq.org.au/what-we-do/angligreen/
https://anglicanchurchsq.org.au/what-we-do/angligreen/
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A Fortunate Life   Bob Cunningham 

 
To borrow A E Facey’s autobiography title, I can only concur with that remarkable man, 
for mine too has been a fortunate life. Born in the Great Depression between two major 
world wars, a time of hopelessness for some 
families, but my childhood was extremely happy, 
with my mother’s careful budgeting my sister and 
I wanted for nothing. Even a Christmas wish for 
a pony one year, although not realised, was 
satisfied with a superb all leather cowboy suit 
and the mandatory cap gun.  
 
I was blessed with a sound education at a 
medium sized primary  school and one of the 
best boys high schools in Victoria, the ethics and 
academic standards of which equalled any 
private school. Ex-high school in the early 1950s 
I gained a teaching bursary and trained to 
become a primary art and craft teacher at the 
oldest training college in the state, Melbourne. 
These highly compacted two years equipped me 
for a life in art which directed my career for the rest of my academic life. 
 
Further higher art qualifications were obtained at RMIT which saw me qualified to 
lecture at various teachers colleges, and eventually part time lecturing at RMIT. For 
fourteen exciting and innovative years I saw the golden years of teacher training, and 
for ten of those years I owned my own private art gallery at Williamstown. I was 
appointed Assistant Director of the Queensland Art Gallery in the mid 1970’s where I 
associated with some of the most wonderful artists and art professionals in Australia. I 
returned to Melbourne for two years to lecture in Art Education at what is now Deakin 
University, and remanaged my gallery. 
The next phase of my life began when I moved to Bribie in 1979, and that in itself has 
led to a further thirty nine years of my fortunate life. 
 
  

THANK YOU from the parish, 
 to Bob Cunningham and to  

all those who have been part of Dorcas over the years. 
 
Bob has played the organ for Sunday worship, various functions and a range 
of activities for many years. He has also entertained us with his clever 
cartoons, his drawings, elephant stories and the occasional controversial 
article. Thank you Bob, your contributions to Parish life were very much 
appreciated. 
And to all those who gathered on Saturday mornings to stitch, knit, and 
crochet. We thank you that Dorcas offered friendship to all who came, taught 
some new skills and then went the extra mile to sell items and  donate the 
funds raised to the parish. Thank you. 

 The parish has enjoyed two movie nights this year, the first was “I Can Only 
Imagine” in April and the second in October was “Ladies in Black”. Money raised at 
these functions goes to the school chaplaincy. The picture shows some of the 
audience at “Ladies in Black”.  

It was an enjoyable event as the 
photos attest, approximately $2,500 
was raised by the St. Peter's 
community and over $500 by the 
Uniting Church Thank you to those 
who walked, sponsored and 
donated funds, and to those who 
refreshed and organised us.  Next 
year we will be aiming to add to the 
number of churches who join the 
event. 
 

Frankie, Joan and Tim 
 

Since Jean organised the first Walk to Water in 2012, St Peter’s has donated 
about $11,000. Combined with the other churches the total would be ap-
proaching $20,000! 
 

It has captured the hearts of many people. 
 

AMAZING – THANK YOU LORD         
Frankie, Jean and Tim.       

Movie  

night 
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Walk to water 
 
For many years St. Peter's 
congregation has supported "Walk 
to Water" the annual event 
promoted by Open Doors, an 
organisation which provides support 
for persecuted Christians throughout 
the world. 
In past years funds have been 
directed to providing wells for fresh 
water in christian villages in Africa 
so it is no longer necessary for them 
to make a long walk, risking attack 
and persecution, to fetch 
water.  Hence the title Walk to 
Water. 
 
 

 
 
This year funds were directed 
to persecuted christians in 
Syria to be used to provide 
food, water, clothing, shelter, 
hygiene, medical care and 
education.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the 15th September a large contingent of 
walkers left Sylvan Beach Esplanade.  There 
were walkers from The Uniting Church and the 
Baptist church as well as St. Peter's who included 
Xavier Pope riding his scooter.  A second group 
added to our number at IGA.  We walked to the 
Jetty where we were met by our support team 
who provided refreshments and collected our 
sponsorship money. 

SOME PERSONAL REFLECTIONS  
ON THE DEMISE OF DORCAS 

     
Jan Jones 

 
I felt sad to see Dorcas close and wondered what this might mean for the church in 
general.  About 15 years ago, I (a new parishioner who had had happy experiences of 
craft groups in other parishes) and Anne (Green) Paroz (a local, experienced and very 
talented needlewoman) established a craft group at St Peter’s and called it Dorcas 
(see Acts 9:36-41).   Primarily, the group was aimed at providing a Christian social 
support venue for those persons interested in needlecraft.  In a way, this was not 
dissimilar to BACS or the weekly invitation to morning tea after the services. 
 
In our society, needlecraft has moved from being a domestic necessity to an expensive 
hobby (time and money wise) resulting in a dramatic drop in the number of people 
engaged in it.  Perhaps, we need to consider more carefully what societal changes 
have contributed to the dramatic drop in church attendance.  Over the past 15 years 
the numbers at our 7:30am Sunday service have halved while the population on Bribie 
has doubled. 
 
Efforts were made to attract more members to Dorcas by having special teaching 
sessions eg beading, lacemaking, tatting and in undertaking communal projects eg 
Noah’s Ark, the Easter chickens.  None of these resulted in an increase in permanent 
members.  However, although the number of people attending Dorcas meetings was 
never large (rarely more than a dozen), Dorcas was the recipient of much good will, 
donated materials and finished articles.  Handcrafted items could thus be made at a 
reasonable cost and in sufficient numbers to justify offering them for sale to the 
congregation.  Likewise, Dorcas members provided items (eg gloves, beanies) to a 
range of church and charitable groups.  Sales were never a primary aim of the group 
but the St Peter’s church executive at the time seemed to see the group as a means of 
raising funds and actively encouraged this aspect.    Should we, as a church, be 
seeking more avenues for fellowship ‘without strings’? 
 
Another recent societal change is the pervasiveness of the digital culture.  Do people 
not seek personal contact as much as previously?  The detrimental effects to health of 
social isolation are well known.  Will the move to web-based information, as with 
“Focus” and the parish website, reduce human contact?  One no longer needs to 
attend church to know what is ‘going on’.  Dorcas deliberately met on a Saturday as 
people living alone without family close by often felt quite lonely on the weekend.  Has 
the advent of Skype and such reduced the need for this solution?   
  
In conclusion, Dorcas served its members and the church well and all who contributed 
towards this deserve our thanks.  Perhaps, like the story in Acts, our Dorcas may one 
day live again and serve another generation of parishioners. 
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Zimbabwe Challenge 
A Registered Charity Number 2409 with the Queensland Office  
of Fair Trading and the Commonwealth Australian Charities and  
Not-for-Profit Commission. 

Zimbabwe Challenge’s policy is to give glory to God and show His love 
for the ‘Poorest of the Poor’ in Zimbabwe by encouraging and assisting 
them to become self-sufficient.  

Now let’s see what our Living God has done! 
Established in June 2011, Zimbabwe Challenge has started 9 self-

sufficiency projects in Zimbabwe.  
 

Assisting 42 patients at Mutemwa Leprosy and Care 
Centre with 2 new piggeries, 1 renovated piggery and 
1 house for 400 egg-laying hens. The pigs and eggs 
are used to feed the patients; as a source of income 
pigs are sold to local butchers and farmers; eggs are 
sold to hotels, grocery stores and individuals. 
 
 
Assisting 167 disabled primary school children at 
Jairos Jiri Children’s Rehabilitation Centre Farm 
with a house for 500 egg-laying hens. This is a new 
project; profits from the sale of the eggs will go to 
the Centre and be used for such items as medicines 
and therapy. 
 

 
 Assisting 10 
Destitute Women 
with 20 dependents 
to start a micro-
business.   We provided each woman with 50 
solar lights to sell and use the proceeds to start 
her own small business.

 
Helping 2 

groups of 10 widows caring for 63 orphans 
with ‘Foundations for Farming’. This project 
gives the widows training, seed and fertilizer 
to grow enough maize/corn to feed their 
family for a year. There is also some maize 
left over to sell for medicines, schooling etc. 
Assisting 1 female student to complete a BSc 
Hons degree in Geology at the University of 

Zimbabwe.  We provide funding for the tuition fees, 
residential accommodation and field trips. There is also a 
small amount for living expenses and equipment e.g. laptop. 
 

Other caring activities;- 
Zimbabwe Challenge has provided: 

366 Blankets and 329 Bibles to HIV/Aids orphans, 
leprosy sufferers, disabled adults and disabled 
children. 

Cleaning material to an orphanage, leprosy centre and a 
school for disabled children. 

70 cooking pots to the carers of 37 orphans.  
Funding for school supplies, end of school breakup and 

Christmas celebrations for these orphans.   
 
 

Future plans when funding is available:  
many more Foundations for Farming projects for widows 

caring for orphans,  
funding for an identified young man to train as a doctor,  
more hen houses for the leprosy centre and disabled 

children,  
new vehicle to replace our 18 year old one.  
 

AGM and Audit of finances. The AGM was held on 22
nd

 
September 2018. As a registered charity the audit report 
and financial records have been lodged with the 
Queensland Government Office of Fair Trading. As a Public 
Company limited by guarantee, our records are also lodged 
with the Australian Government Charities and Not-for-Profit 
Commission (ACNC) as authorised by ASIC.  

 ALL GLORY TO GOD 
 

“Listen, I bring you glorious news of great joy which is 
for all the people. This very day, in David’s town, a 
Saviour has been born for you. He is Christ, the Lord.” 
Matthew 1:10-11 
 

May you have a joyful Christmas. 
 

 

 


