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WEEKLY CHURCH SERVICES
SUNDAY:

7.30am
9.30am

Sung Eucharist
Holy Eucharist

WEDNESDAY:

10.00am Holy Eucharist

EASTER SERVICES
April 5th

Palm Sunday

7.30am and 9.30 am

April 9th

Maundy Thursday 7.00 pm

April 10th

Good Friday

9.30 am

April 12th

Easter Sunday

Eucharist 7.30 am and 9.30 am
A light in the darkness

THANK YOU TO ALL CONTRIBUTORS
Thank you to all those who contributed to this issue of High Tidings with
articles, photos and ideas. The Revd. Steven, Revd Dr. Barry Shield.
Debbie, Lorice, Kay, Margaret, Joan, Denise, Lynne, Shirley, Tim, Bill,
Greg, Frankie.
DISCLAIMER The editor of High Tidings is not responsible for opinions expressed by contributors,
nor do their views necessarily reflect the policy of this paper or of the parish of Bribie Island.
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OUR GOAL
We aim to be a welcoming, worshipping,
witnessing community committed to
Christ as Lord

FROM THE PARISH EXECUTIVE

PARISH ORGANISATIONS

On the last Sunday in February we held our Parish Annual General Meeting
following a combined service. At the AGM reports on the activities of the
Parish were presented and elections held. Thanks to all those who
contributed to the life in our Parish over the past year, and to all those who
submitted reports.

BACS meets at 10am each Wednesday for coffee and chat at the RSL
contact : Phyliis Adams 3408 0901, Denise Shearer 3408 1598

Margaret Peterson was reappointed as Churchwarden by the rector and the
meeting elected Kay Benson and Greg Rollason to also serve as
Churchwardens of the Parish. Margaret, Kay and Greg were also elected as
the parish Nominators for the coming year. The Synod Representatives
elected for a three year term were Lynette Macbeth and Jeff Eustace. The
meeting also elected as Parish Councillors Stephen Brown, Lorraine James,
Karen Llewellyn, Gary Pride and Jenny Sullivan. Thanks to Vivienne Bourne
and Lorraine Daniels whose terms on the Parish Council have concluded.

SEASONS
Groups of 6-8 members, designated Mondays
Margaret Peterson 5497 6978, Lorice Keith 5497 6212

At the Parish AGM in February it was decided not to adopt the Parish Budget
for 2020 as endorsed by the Parish Council, instead the AGM referred the
budget back to the Parish Council for further consideration. The
recommended budget for 2020 made provisions for a deficit because the
Parish Council believed it was disingenuous to budget for additional income
that could not be projected on current figures. With the exception of our
external giving there are no areas of expenditure that can be decreased while
maintaining a full time priest in the Parish. To rectify the concerns raised in
regard to the deficit budget the obvious solution is to see an increase in giving
by parishioners.
To balance the 2020 Budget giving by parishioners needs to be raised to at
least $10,000 per month. Giving in January was $9,619.55 and in February
$8,448.70. This remains in line with the monthly average in 2019 which
was$8,896 per month. For the Parish to operate without draining our cash
reserves a further increase of around 10% in monthly giving is required.
Please consider if you can increase your giving by an additional few dollars
per week so that we can achieve this goal.
For faith communities to exist as a light in the darkness, Christians must
make their involvement in their church community a priority in their life.
Depending on gifts, some people will mow lawns, clean, lead worship, visit
nursing homes or do administration, to just name a few things. Whether it is
the housekeeping jobs of the church, or our outreach and nurture programs,
we must all be committed to being a leader involved in the different elements
of our church.
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BRIBIE ANGLICAN CANCER SUPPORT GROUP

M.U. AUSTRALIA
4th Monday of the month, 9.30 am,
Contact Debbie Eustace 0404 075 212

ANGLICARE - COMMUNITY CARE
Caboolture Office 5431 7900
CABOOLTURE HOSPITAL LAY CHAPLAIN
Aileen Johnson 3410 8407 (Tues)
Other times 0412 069 560 or Rector 3408 3191

FOCUS ON FELLOWSHIP
(Combined Churches Christian Women’s Group)
Margaret Weise 3410 7797, Kay Benson 3408 1058
MAINLY MUSIC
Meets fortnightly on Wednesday at 9.30am
Contact Fr. Steven 3408 3191
SINGING GROUP
Monday afternoon at 4.00pm in the church.
Margaret Peterson 5497 6978

HOME GROUPS, MISSION ORGANISATIONS
See Sunday Tidings or phone parish office 3408 3191.

DO PIGS HAVE WINGS?
My Dad’s two eldest brothers were dairy farmers. They grew grain crops of
wheat, maize and barley as well, and also kept a score or so of pigs near their
dairies. A frequent visitor to their farms, I delighted in these supremely ugly
animals, who were so totally pleased with, and proud of, their ugliness. My
Uncle Eric loved his pigs, and told me he was sure God did too, and laughed
at their funniness, as he, his children and their Mum, and I did – often. In one
of the times when Uncle Eric had a few minutes to reflect, he said that if I had
asked him for a proof of God’s existence, he would have told me to look at the
beauty of the stars, a sunset, or flowers. But none of us needs God to realise
that beautiful things can be, and are, elevating. How much better it is to see
God in the existence of the mundane, the everyday, the ugly! He saw God in
his twenty five pigs.
As I have grown up, worked at various careers, married, raised sons,
become a Priest and Scholar, I have learned things - as all of us have - and
one of the most fundamental but strangely elusive of these is that God is
found in the most mundane and ordinary corners and crannies of our
everyday lives. As Archbishop John Habgood said, “Great Biblical events
may shape and inspire ordinary daily life, but it is within ordinary life, puzzling
over pigs, bringing up children, wondering where the money goes, that the
daily walk with God takes place.”
Pigs do not have wings. And they are aerodynamically unsuited to run
more than a few metres, let alone fly. Yet they are absolutely invaluable as a
proof of the supremacy of God over His creation, of which they are such a
wonderful part. But who is this God who walks with us, and looks with our
eyes at the world around us? For many in our twenty first century world, the
conventional Christian answer seems inaccessible. Our language about God,
says Archbishop Habgood, has become devalued. Too many terrible atrocities
have been committed in the name of the Churches. Christians speak with
different voices. The objections go on and on.
And yet… our world is still obsessed with God. Faith persists. Belief in God
lies at the centre of human consciousness, because it is the focus of meaning
around which morality, emotion and understanding have been held together.
Remove it, and the world begins to fragment. As R.E.C. Browne said, “At a
fixed point of time God became man without ceasing to be God, that men
might become Godly without ceasing to be men.”
Pigs remain obstinately wingless. They fulfil God’s purpose by being what
they are. But the human spirit was born to fly.
(Rev’d. Dr.) Barry G. Shield
(With gratitude to the Most Rev’d John Habgood, Archbishop of York, 1988-1997)

Our church is a community and even though some are appointed into
positions of leadership[ we all share in the responsibility of ministry and
governance, this includes sharing the financial responsibility for our church.
Every Christian receives gifts from God, they are not gifts for the individual but
gifts for use by the body of Christ. Jesus called his disciples to serve their faith
community. While the primary ministry that most Christians will undertake is
founded in their own personal journey, it is still a ministry of the body of Christ.
In addition to this all Christians need to take their part in the life of a faith
community.
Being a good Christian steward is something we must all reflect and pray
about. Christian Stewardship is grateful and responsible use of God’s gifts in
the light of God’s purpose as revealed in Jesus Christ. Christian stewards,
empowered by the Holy Spirit commit themselves to conscious, purposeful
decisions. Stewardship is lived out in living and telling the Good News,
sharing with God in seeking justice and compassion, peace, and the integrity
of creation in an interdependent universe. It includes wisely employing Godgiven human resources, abilities and relationships, sharing the material
resources we hold and giving them in service. Thus it will provide for future
generations, sharing in the life and worship of the church community and its
mission.
As Christians we recognise that all we are, all we have, and all that we hope
for, comes from God and belongs to God. With this realisation the question is
how do we give thanks to God for all the blessings He has placed in our life?
We must acknowledge the need for us to be people who give thanks and work
to be good stewards of the resources God has placed in our lives. As
followers of Jesus we need to be intentional about our giving. To be
intentional about how we give of our time to glorify God through worship and
service. To be deliberate how we use our gifts and talents to benefit God and
our neighbour. We should all be willing to give our time, gifts and money.
We hope and pray that you can support the parish at this time by increasing
your giving by a few dollars a week. In 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 it says “The one
who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully
will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your
mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And
God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that always
by having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good
work.”
God Bless,
Fr. Steven, Margaret Peterson, Kay Benson and Greg Rollason.
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PRAYERS FOR MISSION GROUP
It is with deep regret that we advise of the cessation of the monthly meetings of
this small group within this parish. In the later part of the 1990s this group was
gathered together by Diana Arnold, the rector’s wife, at fortnightly afternoon teas in
the rectory, where a number of parishioners prayed for many CMS (Church
Missionary Society) missionaries with whom Diana kept in contact. This then grew
to include people who were interested in praying for CBA (Church Bush Aid)
missionaries and their work as well as supporters of ABM (Anglican Board of
Missions- Australia).

Zimbabwe Challenge is supporting 167 children with disabilities.
We have built and operate 2 barns with 1500 egg-laying chickens. Some eggs
are donated to feed the children (photo of 1500 eggs), others are sold and the
profits used to school and provide rehabilitation and occupational therapy for
these ‘differently abled’ children.

When the Arnolds left the parish these meetings continued to be held at the home
of Joan Norton, who had served with ABM in the mid 1950s. Several new
members with interests in other ecumenical Christian missions joined and our
prayer group grew to a dozen in number. We shared news and needs of mission
organisations both in Australia and overseas through prayer notes or newsletters
and journals. We found it quite exciting to hear how the “Good News” travels
throughout the world to benefit the people who are reached, spiritually, mentally
and physically. We discovered the power of prayer.
Over the last six or seven years our numbers have fallen to four, members who
are very keen but whose health and family matters are taking their toll. We have
made several appeals to parishioners over recent years but as there has been no
response we feel we can no longer gather together in fellowship though we are
sure that we shall continue our prayers individually.
Remember anyone who is too busy to pray is TOO BUSY.
Joan Norton, Anne Dowd, Janet Berry, Tim and Jean Dufton

Four ducks on a pond,
A grass bank beyond,
A blue sky of spring,
White clouds on the wing;
What a little thing
To remember for years To remember with tears!
William Allingham
4

Farming Project. Zimbabwe challenge has
4 destitute widows on this self-sufficiency
project. These widows care for 12 orphans.
The widows are taught farming methods to
produce enough food to feed their family and
sell the balance to pay for such items as
medical expenses and school fees.

Zimbabwe is “facing the worst hunger crisis in a
decade’ the UN declares. More than 7 million people – almost half the population – need food aid,
and over 2 million people are facing starvation
after a severe drought affected food harvests.
“…our love should not just be words and talk: it must
be true love which shows itself in action.” 1 John 3:18

March 2020
Takudzwa is a young woman studying for
a BSC. Geology (Hons) 4 year degree at
the University of Zimbabwe. She is keen to
work in the mining sector once she qualifies.
She has 2 more years to finish her
degree and needs funding for these
years.
Once employed she would be able to
support her parents and also her younger
brother to complete his Secondary
Schooling.
Her University fees increased by 950% in
2020! So all the funding we had has been gobbled up by inflation. $11,000 will
cover Semester 2 fees in July 2020 and a debt we have of $1800 from
Semester 1. It would be so disappointing for her not to be able to complete her
degree after all the hard work she has put in over the last 2 years and
previously at school.
There are NO student loans in Zimbabwe and as unemployment is 90% NO
chance of her getting part-time work to pay her uni expenses.
Zimbabwe is experiencing hyper-inflation of 500%+.
Please help her get a future and help her family. Thank you for your help.
Tim and Jean Dufton.
Go Fund Me link:- Please “Share” this with your contacts and Facebook
https://www.gofundme.com/f/university-funding-for-zimbabwean-girl
EFT Bank details:Name: Zimbabwe Challenge
Bank: Suncorp
BSB: 484 799
Account Number: 451594818
This young man is at St. Augustine’s Anglican Secondary School. His school
and boarding fees increased by 350% this year. He
has this year and next year to complete his
schooling. He has worked very hard and received
excellent results. His aim is to be a medical doctor
so he can help his fellow Zimbabweans. Terms 2
and 3 now cost $6,700 each.
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How is the recycling of refundable cans and bottles
going?
Well Thank you ! It is operating very successfully. To date our Parish has
collected in recyclables over $500 since starting the collecting in June
2019. That equates to over 5000 cans etc, that have been recycled.
No doubt we can do a lot better as more and more containers join the
10cent containers for change which now has a station in Armitage Street,
Bongaree , Bribie Island. We ask all residents to collect these recyclable
10cent containers and you can either deliver them to the Church’s Cash for
cans bin, or phone Greg Rollason 34081998 to collect, or deliver cans to
the recycle station in Armitage street and quote our collect account
number C 10177475 and quote St Peters Anglican Church- money is paid
directly into our account. Remember when throwing containers out! If it
has a 10C number on it –recycle the item with us. Keep on collecting.

Parish Fund Raising Movie Night
Our first fund raising movie night was held on Monday 16th March at Bribie
theatre, all funds raised at these functions go towards supporting school
chaplains on Bribie Island. As usual we started with refreshments before
moving in to the theatre to watch the movie “I STILL BELIEVE.” This was a
first release true story from the creator of “I Can Only Imagine” starring Britt
Robertson, Shania Twain with Gary Sinese, one love can change your life.
Movie nights are popular and everyone enjoys the social outing.
Greg Rollason

Dinner Party Raffle
The first Dinner Party Raffle for 2020 was held in February. Congratulations
to Margaret Weise on winning the raffle, Margaret will enjoy the meal with
friends later this month. Thanks to all those who supported this raffle, the
cooks and organisers, you have added $800 to church funds. Well done!
Margaret Peterson and Frankie Park.

Mother’s Union in the Northern Territory

St Peter’s Book club

On the leap year day 2020 I celebrated 40 years as a member of Mother’s
Union and I could not help but cast my mind back to the time when I began my
AMUA journey.

Thursday Group
In Joan Norton’s absence the meeting was, with the permission of Fr Steven,
held in the chapel. Eight members attended, all had read our book The
Passengers, by Eleanor Limprecht and everyone enjoyed it. Each member
gave their thoughts on the book after which there was a general discussion,
then the set questions were asked, and opinions given. The ratings for the
book varied from 7 to 10, with the overall average being 8+, which was very
good. Most members related to the story and their input was appreciated, it
is always a surprise how a comment by someone can cause so many different
opinions and start further comments and memories of personal experiences.
Overall it was a very pleasant time, a great way to spend an hour or so, as
well as learning more about our fellow readers, and enjoying quite a few
laughs, which is always beneficial and a great time of fellowship. We now
have our second book for the year, The Art of Hearing Heartbeats by JanPhilipp Sendker.
Shirley Todd

Friday Group
Six members of the Friday Book Club met in Cooinda to discuss our book, The
Dove Keepers by Alice Hoffman. This was a very different book, set in the
fortress of Masuda in AD 70 telling of the lives, and deaths, of a group of
devout Jews who were trying to escape the Roman Persecution. The author
used historical and archaeological records as the basis for the novel. It was a
confronting book, difficult to read at times and not one we would normally have
chosen ourselves. Our overall rating was a five plus.
The questions covered all aspects of the novel, religion and magic, tensions
between the women, the role of the men, the fighting and the eventual deaths.
Members who could not be present at the meeting had sent their ideas and
these were included in the discussion. Everyone enjoys taking part in the
discussion and hearing different points of view. While it was not a book that we
would have chosen we did all agree that we were glad we had read this novel.
It certainly provoked some deep thinking. We were also interested to hear that
one of our members had visited Masuda on a trip to Israel some years ago.
Anne Dowd

The Diocese of the Northern Territory was the last Diocese to have a Mother’s
Union Branch. This Diocese was only established in 1968 when it was
separated from the Diocese of Carpentaria, whether there was a Mother’s
Union Branch prior to the separation is unknown. The World Conference of
Mother’s Union was held in Brisbane in 1979 and Northern Outreach arranged
through Bishop Kenneth Mason for Mrs Wilma Taylor to attend the conference.
When she returned to Darwin with her reports the various women’s groups that
were operating individually at parish level decided to come together as a
Mother’s Union Group. At the same time these groups would continue with their
roles of fellowship and fund raising at the parish level.
Christ Church Cathedral

Friday February 29th was a Darwin as it is today.
great day, on Leap Year
Day 1980 the inaugural service
and foundation of the new
Mother’s Union branch was held
in Christ Church Cathedral.
Bishop Kenneth Mason was the
celebrant and preacher, the Lord
Mayor of Darwin and other
dignitaries attended the service
and the cathedral was packed to capacity. The Commonwealth President of
Mother’s Union, Mrs Olwyn Jull, presented the candidates for admission and
rededication, some having been admitted at various times in other branches
previously.
Bishop Ken discussed the ideal of Christian marriage, how we must hold to the
ideal but at the same time minister to those whose marriage has broken down
and those who are struggling in their relationships. In concluding his address
the Bishop said,
“ To be in the thick of things upholding and revealing the Christian ways and
ideals, encouraging families, offering fellowship and finding it yourselves in your
common membership of the Mother’s Union. Praying and fasting, moulding
society and influencing the environment, supporting and mending the broken
down, is a positive and fantastic way of serving the Lord, out there where it all
happens, and where you have to be able to stand and be counted.”
For me it does not seem all that long ago, it was certainly a memorable
occasion and all part of my Christian journey.
Kay Benson
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AMUA REPORT FOR HIGH TIDINGS
Our year kicked off on the 10th February with our traditional start of the year
Eucharist followed by our first General Business Meeting of the year. This
was an opportunity to pass the minutes of our AGM and General Business
Meeting both held in October last year before getting down to the serious
business of discussing the various events coming up this year. The
beginning of the year is always busy with preparations for Mothering Sunday
on the 22nd March, Wave of Prayer on Monday 23rd March and Lady Day
Service at the Cathedral on Wednesday 25th March.
Some activities we have planned for the year include –
a Quiet Day at St. Peter’s on Monday 25th May
our Social Responsibility Day on Monday 27th July with Guest Speaker
Annette Lourigan who will speak on “Learning to Love, Live and
Forgive” – the faith journey of an Undertaker.
All parishioners are encouraged to join us in these events.
Diocesan Council Meeting

This meeting was attended by Marjorie Voss on Tuesday 18th February.
AMUA supports candidates for Ordination. The three MU “CPE” (Clinical
Pastoral Education) Bursary Certificates were presented to
Glynn Holland-Lean, Lorette Tyler-Moss and Melissa Conway.
As well as covering the business of Commissioning of Council Members and
Renewing Commitment to Membership, the following business was
discussed:
Australian Council Disaster Relief Fund - the Executive Meeting on
the 4th February approved a donation of $10,000 to be given from the
Brisbane Diocese to the Australian Council Disaster Relief Fund as
well as $10,000 being given to the Archbishop’s Emergency Appeal
in December. Letters of prayer and support had been sent to
Dioceses affected by the recent bushfires.
Sadly 3 Branches will be closing in 2020 – Miles, Burleigh Heads and
Noosa. However, the Cathedral Branch is reopening.
Each deanery gave a summary of the past year as did each of the
departments.
The Overseas Project for 2020 will be the Parenting Program for PNG.
Debbie Eustace Secretary
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THE SMALLER
BEATITUDES

Blessed are those who can laugh at themselves: they will have no end
of fun.
Blessed are those who can tell a mountain from a molehill: they will be
saved a lot of bother.
Blessed are those who know how to relax without looking for excuses:
they are on the way to becoming wise.
Blessed are those who know when to be quiet and listen: they will learn
a lot of new things.
Blessed are those who are sane enough not to take themselves
seriously: they will be valued by those about them.
Happy are you if you can take small things seriously and face serious
things calmly: you will go far in life.
Happy are you if you can appreciate a smile and forget a frown: you will
walk on the sunny side of the street.
Happy are you if you can be kind in understanding the attitudes of
others, even when the signs are unfavourable: you may be taken for a
fool but this is the price of charity.
Blessed are those who think before acting and pray before thinking:
they will avoid many blunders.
Happy are you if you know when to hold your tongue and smile, even
when people contradict you or tread on your toes: the Gospel has
begun to seep into your heart.
Above all, Blessed are you who recognise the
Lord in all whom you meet: the light of truth
shines in your life for you have found true
wisdom.

THE GOSPELS OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

(Rev’d. Dr. Barry Shield)

The first Gospel was that of “Mark,” written about 65 – 70 A.D. It was
addressed to Gentile followers of “the Way,” as the Church of Jesus Christ
was first known, in Rome mainly. It is generally accepted that it came from
Rome. “Matthew’s” gospel was next, from approximately 80 A.D., written
expressly for Jewish enquirers or converts, and it appears to have been
penned at Antioch, then the chief city of Syria. “Luke” was generally
thought to have been a near contemporary of Matthew – 85 A.D., but
eminent theologians such as O’Neill have placed the Gospel bearing his
name much later, at 125-130 A.D. It was probably written in Greece. The
fourth Gospel was generally believed to have been written by “the disciple
whom Jesus loved,” John bar Zebedee . However, given the fact that its
authorship is accepted to have been in the last decade of the first century
A.D., this would seem to rule such out, by virtue of the great age “John”
would have acquired by then. The male life expectancy of a Hebrew was
little more than forty years at that point in history.
{I shall refrain from using quotation marks around the Evangelists’ names
from now on. The point I have made by so doing above is that none of the
four names is certain. All – or none – may have been “noms de plume,” a
common ploy at this point in literary history.}
With great skill, Mark paints the disciples as bumblers, fumblers
and, often, fools. They get a very bad press indeed. This is because
Mark is intent upon explaining to his readers why the Jesus phenomenon
was so tremendous an event that it could be wilfully ignored, or
misrepresented, or rejected! Nevertheless, there are some who did
understand – a Roman Soldier, a Madman, a despised foreign woman –
outsiders all of them. True insight and a genuine response come from the
most unlikely people. This is an uncomfortable message for the Church. It
makes the evangelistic task a subtle balance between telling the story,
opening up the mystery, and allowing it to reverberate in the most
unexpected places.
Matthew’s Gospel is basically church-centered. It shows us Jesus
the Teacher. It spells out in a way no other Gospel does the kinds of
demands which Christian discipleship places on the life of the Church and its
members. It is an appeal for a stronger faith and obedience. We, the
Church of the 21st. century, need Christ constantly to challenge and change
us. And Matthew, not least in giving us the Sermon on the Mount, does just
that. It is up to us to respond to Matthew’s pleas, and go forward into the
world bearing Jesus’ challenge to its inhabitants.
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On the other hand, Luke has it all worked out. He is brazen enough
to tell us exactly that in the first verses of the first Chapters of his twin
books, the Gospel and Acts. His story of Jesus is ‘one of triumph through
suffering, and is engagingly down to earth.’ (Habgood.) Set in the context of
the worldwide mission of the church, it begins with the Old Testament
priesthood in Jerusalem, and ends in the heart of the Roman Empire. There
is indeed a plan of salvation, and Luke shows it to us. The prodigal son is
invited to return!
People have argued, and will go on arguing, about what it was
precisely that John was aiming to do. But in his Gospel, there is no
doubt that we have theology, profound theology, “wrestling through story and
symbol, through meditation on time and eternity, with an event of cosmic
proportions…” John’s Gospel succeeded, I believe, in coming to grips with a
climate of thought which is radically different from ours, in such a manner as
to render unimportant the twenty centuries time gap between us, and making
his story both believable and spiritually arresting for all of us.

BACS Historical
Lunch
On Tuesday 10th March members of
Bacs gathered with friends for a shared
lunch in Cooinda.
The guest speaker was Lynne Hooper
who gave a very interesting talk about
the history of Bribie and showed the
book that she has put together.
Lynne said “It was my pet project. I
compiled and formatted the booklet from
information contained within the
Historical Society”s database. The
database was initiated ten years ago by
Barry Clark, Donna Holmes and Graham
Mills and it holds a mass of historical
documentation about Bribie Island as well as memories and photos which
were gathered from early residents. A bit long winded but the booklet is the
culmination of a team effort.
Information provided by Denise Shearer
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The guest speaker was Lynne Hooper
who gave a very interesting talk about
the history of Bribie and showed the
book that she has put together.
Lynne said “It was my pet project. I
compiled and formatted the booklet from
information contained within the
Historical Society”s database. The
database was initiated ten years ago by
Barry Clark, Donna Holmes and Graham
Mills and it holds a mass of historical
documentation about Bribie Island as well as memories and photos which
were gathered from early residents. A bit long winded but the booklet is the
culmination of a team effort.
Information provided by Denise Shearer

AMUA REPORT FOR HIGH TIDINGS
Our year kicked off on the 10th February with our traditional start of the year
Eucharist followed by our first General Business Meeting of the year. This
was an opportunity to pass the minutes of our AGM and General Business
Meeting both held in October last year before getting down to the serious
business of discussing the various events coming up this year. The
beginning of the year is always busy with preparations for Mothering Sunday
on the 22nd March, Wave of Prayer on Monday 23rd March and Lady Day
Service at the Cathedral on Wednesday 25th March.
Some activities we have planned for the year include –
a Quiet Day at St. Peter’s on Monday 25th May
our Social Responsibility Day on Monday 27th July with Guest Speaker
Annette Lourigan who will speak on “Learning to Love, Live and
Forgive” – the faith journey of an Undertaker.
All parishioners are encouraged to join us in these events.
Diocesan Council Meeting

This meeting was attended by Marjorie Voss on Tuesday 18th February.
AMUA supports candidates for Ordination. The three MU “CPE” (Clinical
Pastoral Education) Bursary Certificates were presented to
Glynn Holland-Lean, Lorette Tyler-Moss and Melissa Conway.
As well as covering the business of Commissioning of Council Members and
Renewing Commitment to Membership, the following business was
discussed:
Australian Council Disaster Relief Fund - the Executive Meeting on
the 4th February approved a donation of $10,000 to be given from the
Brisbane Diocese to the Australian Council Disaster Relief Fund as
well as $10,000 being given to the Archbishop’s Emergency Appeal
in December. Letters of prayer and support had been sent to
Dioceses affected by the recent bushfires.
Sadly 3 Branches will be closing in 2020 – Miles, Burleigh Heads and
Noosa. However, the Cathedral Branch is reopening.
Each deanery gave a summary of the past year as did each of the
departments.
The Overseas Project for 2020 will be the Parenting Program for PNG.
Debbie Eustace Secretary
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THE SMALLER
BEATITUDES

Blessed are those who can laugh at themselves: they will have no end
of fun.
Blessed are those who can tell a mountain from a molehill: they will be
saved a lot of bother.
Blessed are those who know how to relax without looking for excuses:
they are on the way to becoming wise.
Blessed are those who know when to be quiet and listen: they will learn
a lot of new things.
Blessed are those who are sane enough not to take themselves
seriously: they will be valued by those about them.
Happy are you if you can take small things seriously and face serious
things calmly: you will go far in life.
Happy are you if you can appreciate a smile and forget a frown: you will
walk on the sunny side of the street.
Happy are you if you can be kind in understanding the attitudes of
others, even when the signs are unfavourable: you may be taken for a
fool but this is the price of charity.
Blessed are those who think before acting and pray before thinking:
they will avoid many blunders.
Happy are you if you know when to hold your tongue and smile, even
when people contradict you or tread on your toes: the Gospel has
begun to seep into your heart.
Above all, Blessed are you who recognise the
Lord in all whom you meet: the light of truth
shines in your life for you have found true
wisdom.

Mother’s Union in the Northern Territory

St Peter’s Book club

On the leap year day 2020 I celebrated 40 years as a member of Mother’s
Union and I could not help but cast my mind back to the time when I began my
AMUA journey.

Thursday Group
In Joan Norton’s absence the meeting was, with the permission of Fr Steven,
held in the chapel. Eight members attended, all had read our book The
Passengers, by Eleanor Limprecht and everyone enjoyed it. Each member
gave their thoughts on the book after which there was a general discussion,
then the set questions were asked, and opinions given. The ratings for the
book varied from 7 to 10, with the overall average being 8+, which was very
good. Most members related to the story and their input was appreciated, it
is always a surprise how a comment by someone can cause so many different
opinions and start further comments and memories of personal experiences.
Overall it was a very pleasant time, a great way to spend an hour or so, as
well as learning more about our fellow readers, and enjoying quite a few
laughs, which is always beneficial and a great time of fellowship. We now
have our second book for the year, The Art of Hearing Heartbeats by JanPhilipp Sendker.
Shirley Todd

Friday Group
Six members of the Friday Book Club met in Cooinda to discuss our book, The
Dove Keepers by Alice Hoffman. This was a very different book, set in the
fortress of Masuda in AD 70 telling of the lives, and deaths, of a group of
devout Jews who were trying to escape the Roman Persecution. The author
used historical and archaeological records as the basis for the novel. It was a
confronting book, difficult to read at times and not one we would normally have
chosen ourselves. Our overall rating was a five plus.
The questions covered all aspects of the novel, religion and magic, tensions
between the women, the role of the men, the fighting and the eventual deaths.
Members who could not be present at the meeting had sent their ideas and
these were included in the discussion. Everyone enjoys taking part in the
discussion and hearing different points of view. While it was not a book that we
would have chosen we did all agree that we were glad we had read this novel.
It certainly provoked some deep thinking. We were also interested to hear that
one of our members had visited Masuda on a trip to Israel some years ago.
Anne Dowd

The Diocese of the Northern Territory was the last Diocese to have a Mother’s
Union Branch. This Diocese was only established in 1968 when it was
separated from the Diocese of Carpentaria, whether there was a Mother’s
Union Branch prior to the separation is unknown. The World Conference of
Mother’s Union was held in Brisbane in 1979 and Northern Outreach arranged
through Bishop Kenneth Mason for Mrs Wilma Taylor to attend the conference.
When she returned to Darwin with her reports the various women’s groups that
were operating individually at parish level decided to come together as a
Mother’s Union Group. At the same time these groups would continue with their
roles of fellowship and fund raising at the parish level.
Christ Church Cathedral

Friday February 29th was a Darwin as it is today.
great day, on Leap Year
Day 1980 the inaugural service
and foundation of the new
Mother’s Union branch was held
in Christ Church Cathedral.
Bishop Kenneth Mason was the
celebrant and preacher, the Lord
Mayor of Darwin and other
dignitaries attended the service
and the cathedral was packed to capacity. The Commonwealth President of
Mother’s Union, Mrs Olwyn Jull, presented the candidates for admission and
rededication, some having been admitted at various times in other branches
previously.
Bishop Ken discussed the ideal of Christian marriage, how we must hold to the
ideal but at the same time minister to those whose marriage has broken down
and those who are struggling in their relationships. In concluding his address
the Bishop said,
“ To be in the thick of things upholding and revealing the Christian ways and
ideals, encouraging families, offering fellowship and finding it yourselves in your
common membership of the Mother’s Union. Praying and fasting, moulding
society and influencing the environment, supporting and mending the broken
down, is a positive and fantastic way of serving the Lord, out there where it all
happens, and where you have to be able to stand and be counted.”
For me it does not seem all that long ago, it was certainly a memorable
occasion and all part of my Christian journey.
Kay Benson
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March 2020
Takudzwa is a young woman studying for
a BSC. Geology (Hons) 4 year degree at
the University of Zimbabwe. She is keen to
work in the mining sector once she qualifies.
She has 2 more years to finish her
degree and needs funding for these
years.
Once employed she would be able to
support her parents and also her younger
brother to complete his Secondary
Schooling.
Her University fees increased by 950% in
2020! So all the funding we had has been gobbled up by inflation. $11,000 will
cover Semester 2 fees in July 2020 and a debt we have of $1800 from
Semester 1. It would be so disappointing for her not to be able to complete her
degree after all the hard work she has put in over the last 2 years and
previously at school.
There are NO student loans in Zimbabwe and as unemployment is 90% NO
chance of her getting part-time work to pay her uni expenses.
Zimbabwe is experiencing hyper-inflation of 500%+.
Please help her get a future and help her family. Thank you for your help.
Tim and Jean Dufton.
Go Fund Me link:- Please “Share” this with your contacts and Facebook
https://www.gofundme.com/f/university-funding-for-zimbabwean-girl
EFT Bank details:Name: Zimbabwe Challenge
Bank: Suncorp
BSB: 484 799
Account Number: 451594818
This young man is at St. Augustine’s Anglican Secondary School. His school
and boarding fees increased by 350% this year. He
has this year and next year to complete his
schooling. He has worked very hard and received
excellent results. His aim is to be a medical doctor
so he can help his fellow Zimbabweans. Terms 2
and 3 now cost $6,700 each.
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How is the recycling of refundable cans and bottles
going?
Well Thank you ! It is operating very successfully. To date our Parish has
collected in recyclables over $500 since starting the collecting in June
2019. That equates to over 5000 cans etc, that have been recycled.
No doubt we can do a lot better as more and more containers join the
10cent containers for change which now has a station in Armitage Street,
Bongaree , Bribie Island. We ask all residents to collect these recyclable
10cent containers and you can either deliver them to the Church’s Cash for
cans bin, or phone Greg Rollason 34081998 to collect, or deliver cans to
the recycle station in Armitage street and quote our collect account
number C 10177475 and quote St Peters Anglican Church- money is paid
directly into our account. Remember when throwing containers out! If it
has a 10C number on it –recycle the item with us. Keep on collecting.

Parish Fund Raising Movie Night
Our first fund raising movie night was held on Monday 16th March at Bribie
theatre, all funds raised at these functions go towards supporting school
chaplains on Bribie Island. As usual we started with refreshments before
moving in to the theatre to watch the movie “I STILL BELIEVE.” This was a
first release true story from the creator of “I Can Only Imagine” starring Britt
Robertson, Shania Twain with Gary Sinese, one love can change your life.
Movie nights are popular and everyone enjoys the social outing.
Greg Rollason

Dinner Party Raffle
The first Dinner Party Raffle for 2020 was held in February. Congratulations
to Margaret Weise on winning the raffle, Margaret will enjoy the meal with
friends later this month. Thanks to all those who supported this raffle, the
cooks and organisers, you have added $800 to church funds. Well done!
Margaret Peterson and Frankie Park.

PRAYERS FOR MISSION GROUP
It is with deep regret that we advise of the cessation of the monthly meetings of
this small group within this parish. In the later part of the 1990s this group was
gathered together by Diana Arnold, the rector’s wife, at fortnightly afternoon teas in
the rectory, where a number of parishioners prayed for many CMS (Church
Missionary Society) missionaries with whom Diana kept in contact. This then grew
to include people who were interested in praying for CBA (Church Bush Aid)
missionaries and their work as well as supporters of ABM (Anglican Board of
Missions- Australia).

Zimbabwe Challenge is supporting 167 children with disabilities.
We have built and operate 2 barns with 1500 egg-laying chickens. Some eggs
are donated to feed the children (photo of 1500 eggs), others are sold and the
profits used to school and provide rehabilitation and occupational therapy for
these ‘differently abled’ children.

When the Arnolds left the parish these meetings continued to be held at the home
of Joan Norton, who had served with ABM in the mid 1950s. Several new
members with interests in other ecumenical Christian missions joined and our
prayer group grew to a dozen in number. We shared news and needs of mission
organisations both in Australia and overseas through prayer notes or newsletters
and journals. We found it quite exciting to hear how the “Good News” travels
throughout the world to benefit the people who are reached, spiritually, mentally
and physically. We discovered the power of prayer.
Over the last six or seven years our numbers have fallen to four, members who
are very keen but whose health and family matters are taking their toll. We have
made several appeals to parishioners over recent years but as there has been no
response we feel we can no longer gather together in fellowship though we are
sure that we shall continue our prayers individually.
Remember anyone who is too busy to pray is TOO BUSY.
Joan Norton, Anne Dowd, Janet Berry, Tim and Jean Dufton

Four ducks on a pond,
A grass bank beyond,
A blue sky of spring,
White clouds on the wing;
What a little thing
To remember for years To remember with tears!
William Allingham
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Farming Project. Zimbabwe challenge has
4 destitute widows on this self-sufficiency
project. These widows care for 12 orphans.
The widows are taught farming methods to
produce enough food to feed their family and
sell the balance to pay for such items as
medical expenses and school fees.

Zimbabwe is “facing the worst hunger crisis in a
decade’ the UN declares. More than 7 million people – almost half the population – need food aid,
and over 2 million people are facing starvation
after a severe drought affected food harvests.
“…our love should not just be words and talk: it must
be true love which shows itself in action.” 1 John 3:18

DO PIGS HAVE WINGS?
My Dad’s two eldest brothers were dairy farmers. They grew grain crops of
wheat, maize and barley as well, and also kept a score or so of pigs near their
dairies. A frequent visitor to their farms, I delighted in these supremely ugly
animals, who were so totally pleased with, and proud of, their ugliness. My
Uncle Eric loved his pigs, and told me he was sure God did too, and laughed
at their funniness, as he, his children and their Mum, and I did – often. In one
of the times when Uncle Eric had a few minutes to reflect, he said that if I had
asked him for a proof of God’s existence, he would have told me to look at the
beauty of the stars, a sunset, or flowers. But none of us needs God to realise
that beautiful things can be, and are, elevating. How much better it is to see
God in the existence of the mundane, the everyday, the ugly! He saw God in
his twenty five pigs.
As I have grown up, worked at various careers, married, raised sons,
become a Priest and Scholar, I have learned things - as all of us have - and
one of the most fundamental but strangely elusive of these is that God is
found in the most mundane and ordinary corners and crannies of our
everyday lives. As Archbishop John Habgood said, “Great Biblical events
may shape and inspire ordinary daily life, but it is within ordinary life, puzzling
over pigs, bringing up children, wondering where the money goes, that the
daily walk with God takes place.”
Pigs do not have wings. And they are aerodynamically unsuited to run
more than a few metres, let alone fly. Yet they are absolutely invaluable as a
proof of the supremacy of God over His creation, of which they are such a
wonderful part. But who is this God who walks with us, and looks with our
eyes at the world around us? For many in our twenty first century world, the
conventional Christian answer seems inaccessible. Our language about God,
says Archbishop Habgood, has become devalued. Too many terrible atrocities
have been committed in the name of the Churches. Christians speak with
different voices. The objections go on and on.
And yet… our world is still obsessed with God. Faith persists. Belief in God
lies at the centre of human consciousness, because it is the focus of meaning
around which morality, emotion and understanding have been held together.
Remove it, and the world begins to fragment. As R.E.C. Browne said, “At a
fixed point of time God became man without ceasing to be God, that men
might become Godly without ceasing to be men.”
Pigs remain obstinately wingless. They fulfil God’s purpose by being what
they are. But the human spirit was born to fly.
(Rev’d. Dr.) Barry G. Shield
(With gratitude to the Most Rev’d John Habgood, Archbishop of York, 1988-1997)

Our church is a community and even though some are appointed into
positions of leadership[ we all share in the responsibility of ministry and
governance, this includes sharing the financial responsibility for our church.
Every Christian receives gifts from God, they are not gifts for the individual but
gifts for use by the body of Christ. Jesus called his disciples to serve their faith
community. While the primary ministry that most Christians will undertake is
founded in their own personal journey, it is still a ministry of the body of Christ.
In addition to this all Christians need to take their part in the life of a faith
community.
Being a good Christian steward is something we must all reflect and pray
about. Christian Stewardship is grateful and responsible use of God’s gifts in
the light of God’s purpose as revealed in Jesus Christ. Christian stewards,
empowered by the Holy Spirit commit themselves to conscious, purposeful
decisions. Stewardship is lived out in living and telling the Good News,
sharing with God in seeking justice and compassion, peace, and the integrity
of creation in an interdependent universe. It includes wisely employing Godgiven human resources, abilities and relationships, sharing the material
resources we hold and giving them in service. Thus it will provide for future
generations, sharing in the life and worship of the church community and its
mission.
As Christians we recognise that all we are, all we have, and all that we hope
for, comes from God and belongs to God. With this realisation the question is
how do we give thanks to God for all the blessings He has placed in our life?
We must acknowledge the need for us to be people who give thanks and work
to be good stewards of the resources God has placed in our lives. As
followers of Jesus we need to be intentional about our giving. To be
intentional about how we give of our time to glorify God through worship and
service. To be deliberate how we use our gifts and talents to benefit God and
our neighbour. We should all be willing to give our time, gifts and money.
We hope and pray that you can support the parish at this time by increasing
your giving by a few dollars a week. In 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 it says “The one
who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully
will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your
mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And
God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that always
by having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good
work.”
God Bless,
Fr. Steven, Margaret Peterson, Kay Benson and Greg Rollason.
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FROM THE PARISH EXECUTIVE
On the last Sunday in February we held our Parish Annual General Meeting
following a combined service. At the AGM reports on the activities of the
Parish were presented and elections held. Thanks to all those who
contributed to the life in our Parish over the past year, and to all those who
submitted reports.

PARISH ORGANISATIONS
ALL PARISH GROUPS ARE CURRENTLY IN RECESS,
PLEASE SPEAK TO FR STEVEN FOR MORE INFORMATION.
BRIBIE ANGLICAN CANCER SUPPORT GROUP

Margaret Peterson was reappointed as Churchwarden by the rector and the
meeting elected Kay Benson and Greg Rollason to also serve as
Churchwardens of the Parish. Margaret, Kay and Greg were also elected as
the parish Nominators for the coming year. The Synod Representatives
elected for a three year term were Lynette Macbeth and Jeff Eustace. The
meeting also elected as Parish Councillors Stephen Brown, Lorraine James,
Karen Llewellyn, Gary Pride and Jenny Sullivan. Thanks to Vivienne Bourne
and Lorraine Daniels whose terms on the Parish Council have concluded.
At the Parish AGM in February it was decided not to adopt the Parish Budget
for 2020 as endorsed by the Parish Council, instead the AGM referred the
budget back to the Parish Council for further consideration. The
recommended budget for 2020 made provisions for a deficit because the
Parish Council believed it was disingenuous to budget for additional income
that could not be projected on current figures. With the exception of our
external giving there are no areas of expenditure that can be decreased while
maintaining a full time priest in the Parish. To rectify the concerns raised in
regard to the deficit budget the obvious solution is to see an increase in giving
by parishioners.
To balance the 2020 Budget giving by parishioners needs to be raised to at
least $10,000 per month. Giving in January was $9,619.55 and in February
$8,448.70. This remains in line with the monthly average in 2019 which
was$8,896 per month. For the Parish to operate without draining our cash
reserves a further increase of around 10% in monthly giving is required.
Please consider if you can increase your giving by an additional few dollars
per week so that we can achieve this goal.
For faith communities to exist as a light in the darkness, Christians must
make their involvement in their church community a priority in their life.
Depending on gifts, some people will mow lawns, clean, lead worship, visit
nursing homes or do administration, to just name a few things. Whether it is
the housekeeping jobs of the church, or our outreach and nurture programs,
we must all be committed to being a leader involved in the different elements
of our church.
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BACS meets at 10am each Wednesday for coffee and chat at the RSL
contact : Phyliis Adams 3408 0901, Denise Shearer 3408 1598
M.U. AUSTRALIA
4th Monday of the month, 9.30 am,
Contact Debbie Eustace 0404 075 212
SEASONS
Groups of 6-8 members, designated Mondays
Margaret Peterson 5497 6978, Lorice Keith 5497 6212
ANGLICARE - COMMUNITY CARE
Caboolture Office 5431 7900
CABOOLTURE HOSPITAL LAY CHAPLAIN
Aileen Johnson 3410 8407 (Tues)

FOCUS ON FELLOWSHIP
(Combined Churches Christian Women’s Group)
Margaret Weise 3410 7797, Kay Benson 3408 1058
MAINLY MUSIC
Meets fortnightly on Wednesday at 9.30am
Contact Fr. Steven 3408 3191
SINGING GROUP
Monday afternoon at 4.00pm in the church.
Margaret Peterson 5497 6978

HOME GROUPS, MISSION ORGANISATIONS
See Sunday Tidings or phone parish office 3408 3191.

ST. PETER’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
BRIBIE ISLAND

CNR. BANYA & FOSTER STS., BONGAREE
Ph: 3408 3191,
Postal Address: PO Box 1087,
Bongaree, Qld., 4507
E-mail : office@stpetersbribie.org.au
Rector: The Revd. Steven Schwarzrock 3408 3191
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OF ST. PETER’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
BRIBIE ISLAND
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WEEKLY CHURCH SERVICES
SUNDAY:

7.30am Sung Eucharist
9.30am Holy Eucharist

WEDNESDAY:

10.00am Holy Eucharist

EASTER SERVICES
April 5th

Palm Sunday

7.30am and 9.30 am

April 9th

Maundy Thursday 7.00 pm

April 10th

Good Friday

9.30 am

April 12th

Easter Sunday

Eucharist 7.30 am and 9.30 am
A light in the darkness

THANK YOU TO ALL CONTRIBUTORS
Thank you to all those who contributed to this issue of High Tidings with
articles, photos and ideas. The Revd. Steven, Revd Dr. Barry Shield.
Debbie, Lorice, Kay, Margaret, Joan, Denise, Lynne, Shirley, Tim, Bill,
Greg, Frankie.
DISCLAIMER The editor of High Tidings is not responsible for opinions expressed by contributors,
nor do their views necessarily reflect the policy of this paper or of the parish of Bribie Island.
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OUR GOAL
We aim to be a welcoming, worshipping,
witnessing community committed to
Christ as Lord

