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WEEKLY CHURCH SERVICES
SUNDAY:

7.30am Sung Eucharist
9.30am Eucharist

WEDNESDAY:

Holy Communion 10.00 am

Pelican photo by Marj Webber

THANK YOU TO ALL CONTRIBUTORS
Thank you to all those who contributed to this issue of High Tidings with
articles, photos and ideas. The Revd. Steven, The Revd Dr. Barry Shields,
Debbie, Don, Lorice, Kay, Denise F, Denise S, Hank, Shirley, Marj, Tim, Bill,
Joan N, Anne P, Joan B,
DISCLAIMER The editor of High Tidings is not responsible for opinions expressed by contributors,
nor do their views necessarily reflect the policy of this paper or of the parish of Bribie Island.
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OUR GOAL
We aim to be a welcoming, worshipping,
witnessing community committed to
Christ as Lord

FROM OUR
RECTOR
Fr Steven Schwarzrock

PARISH ORGANISATIONS
BRIBIE ANGLICAN CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Every Wednesday at 10.00am for coffee and chat at the Village Deli
2nd Tuesday of each month for lunch
Denise Shearer 3408 1598, Phyllis Adams 3408 0901
DORCAS GROUP
2nd and 4th Saturdays each month; 9.30 am
Myra Milner 3408 7330, Ventris Williscroft 3410 1240

At the end of July, I attended the Provincial Clergy Conference that explored
how we need to reimagine faith formation for the 21st century. The speaker at
the conference was John Roberto who shared that he believed we are at the
beginning of a renascence and that we should be excited about what the future
holds.
The reality the church needs to come to terms with is that over the past century
the church has gradually moved out of sync with the world around us. Initially
this happened at such a slow rate, the church did not recognise that it was
happening. Over the past 20 years the cultural change has moved from a
gradual pace to an exponential rate. Society is changing at a pace unseen since
the industrial revolution. The failure of the church over the past century to
recognise and respond to this shift, has resulted in the Christian movement in
the developed world, becoming isolated and fragmented from our mission. A
mission in which Jesus calls us as his followers to bring justice and compassion
to the world.
The Church now finds itself sitting rather stagnant in a culture transforming itself
at the pace of a raging river. The world is not just changing, the world is being
transformed. If we stand firm on the belief that our way is right, then we will only
become even more detached from the mission of Jesus. As followers of Jesus,
we are commissioned to go out into the world and make disciples, teaching all
about God’s grace.
The first thing we need to address is how do we be the Church, in a world that is
not just changed, but continues along an ongoing process of transformation.
The Church cannot and should not abandon our foundations, but so we can
connect to society we must adapt our approach to being Church.
The change in the world is being fuelled by digitisation, mobilisation,
augmentation, disintermediation and automation. We need to stop being
reactive to the change in the world and stand up and be leaders in this new and
exciting era. The world is full of information and we should be helping people to
sort the wheat from the chaff. For us to stand up and be leaders in this
transforming world we need to be learners. In 2018 more information will be
published than in the last 5,000 years all put together. Therefore, we need to
get back to learning.
The changes in the world have had a cascading and adverse effect on faith
levels in society. Because society has changed and will never be the same
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M.U. AUSTRALIA
4th Monday of the month, 9.30 am,
President Anne Paroz 3408 6545
SEASONS
Groups of 6-8 members, designated Mondays
Margaret Peterson 5497 6978, Lorice Keith 5497 6212
ANGLICARE - COMMUNITY CARE
Caboolture Office 5431 7900
CABOOLTURE HOSPITAL LAY CHAPLAIN
Aileen Johnson 3410 8407 (Tues)
Other times 0412 069 560 or Rector 3408 3191
PRAYERS FOR WORLD MISSIONS
1st and 3rd Mondays, 2.00 pm, Joan Norton 3408 0774
9 Jacaranda Drive. Bongaree
FOCUS ON FELLOWSHIP
(Combined Churches Christian Women’s Group)
Margaret Weise 3410 7797, Kay Benson 3408 1058
MAINLY MUSIC
Each Wednesday in Cooinda at 9.30am
Wendy Nelson
SINGING GROUP
Monday at 4.00pm in the church
Margaret Peterson 5497 6978
YOUTH, CHILDREN and FAMILIES MINISTER
Wendy Nelson 0421 781 885
HOME GROUPS, MISSION ORGANISATIONS
See Sunday Tidings or phone parish office 3408 3191.

again, what served the church in the past, will not work in the future. The
reasons programs like Sunday School belong in the past and not the future, has
nothing to do with the model of Sunday School. It was not Sunday School that
built faith, it only reinforced what children were learning at home. Rather it is
family traditions learnt from parents and grandparents that builds faith. The
downfall of the Sunday School model is the decline of religious socialisation and
practice at home. So we need to not just focus on forming faith in children, but
instead take a holistic approach to families.

REFLECTIONS
I sit and sigh and often try
Life’s mystery to ponder.
The answer’s there up in the air
In ethereal up yonder.
The walls of cloud which often shroud
That strange obscure dimension
The unseen force that steers the course
Defies all comprehension.
The sun and moon accord in tune
In measured time and place
God does anoint and so appoint
Their lofty roles in space.
The winds and air are always there
All life on earth to fashion
With love so dear and ever near
It’s stewards to impassion.
Beauty surrounds, it knows no bounds
A constant source of wonder
Man shows his greed and thus his need
Good works to put asunder.
Reject all this and strive for bliss
Oh! That would be so grand.
Let’s stand up tall, determined all
To live as nature planned.
And now you see, for puzzled me
It’s been a revelation
I’ve found the hand that rules the land
So ends my contemplation.
H. Hyde

It is proven that the number one place faith is formed and nurtured is in the
family. While it may be true that we do not have a lot of families in our Church
community, for those of us who are a parent, grandparent or great-grandparent
we are in the perfect place to nurture faith. Children will adopt the world views of
those who made the biggest impact in their lives. The family is the incubator of
faith, it all starts in the family. The most important part of faith is what happens
between birth and 6 years of age. Research shows that 85% of adults who have
made a faith commitment did so before the age of 14.
So let us explore four key ways to nurture the faith life in our families: caring
conversation, family devotions, family service projects, and family rituals and
traditions. Caring conversations is about listening to others in an attentive and
genuine way. Being attentive to their joys, concerns, dreams and interests, even
if that means talking about a computer game. Caring conversation requires
making time to listen and to speak. Family devotions is about having a family
time of prayers or devotions; even with family that do not live with us, we can
speak about our prayers and what we have read in the Bible today, it could even
be stopping to say grace when they come over for a meal. Family service is
important because young people are greatly influenced by what they see in the
lives of others, especially parents and other family members. So, involve the
family in the acts of service you do; it could be taking a meal to a friend in need
or getting them to select something you are going to donate to the
neighbourhood centre. Rituals and traditions are those patterns of behaviour
that can be expected to occur on a routine basis and communicate certain
meaning in life. The way people greet one another each day, a table grace,
bedtime prayers, the blessing of a Christmas tree, a birthday or baptismal
anniversary celebration are all examples of family rituals and traditions that can
effectively communicate the good news of Jesus.
As a community here at St Peter’s we will need to explore how we adapt, but
the most important step in rebuilding the faith community in the 21st century is
what we are doing in and with our families. As people of faith we need to ensure
that we share the love and grace of God in genuine and authentic ways,
demonstrating our piety and service, with our families, friends and strangers.
Fr Steven Schwarzrock
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enough maize (corn) to feed their families for
a year, with some corn left over to sell for
other necessities e.g. medication, education.
We provide the widows with basic training in
planting and growing the crops. We give
each of them the seed and fertilizer. We also
assist them throughout the process until
harvest time.
Fr. Thomas has started with 2 groups of

Parish Council Update
September 2018
Episcopal Visit - Bishop Jeremy will visit the Parish on Sunday 25 November 2018.
Grant Applications - The Parish application to the Gambling Community Benefit
Fund (Round 96) to install solar panels and air-conditioning in Cooinda was
unsuccessful. Parish Council will consider resubmitting the application or alternate
funding options at the September meeting.
Home Communion - If you are unable to attend church for an extended period and
would like to receive communion at home, this is coordinated by Don and Lorice
Keith, arrangements can be made by phoning them on 54976212.
Mission Giving - Thanks to those who responded to the survey Mission Giving,
following the feedback the following allocation was adopted; School Chaplaincy
$2,000; BI Christian Leaders Network $700; BI Neighbourhood Centre $1,000; Bush
Ministry Fund $1,000; Bush Church Aid $500; Anglican Oversea Aid $500; Anglican
Board of Mission $500; Anglican Aid Abroad $500; Mission to Seafarers $500; Gift to
Local Schools $300.
Pantry Help - We are collecting pantry items each week that we pass on to Bribie
Island and District Neighbourhood Centre for distribution to those in need in our
community. The following items are helpful pasta, spaghetti sauce, other pasta sauces,
rice, cooking oil, 2 minute noodles, cuppa soup, longlife milk, tea bags, coffee, sugar,
jams, peanut butter, vegemite, cereals, fruit juices, muesli bars and tinned items like
tuna, salmon, sardines, soups, meals, vegetables, spaghetti and baked beans. Items can
be placed in the marked box in the narthex.
Parish Safety - Safety is a high priority to the Parish. If you observe a safety risk in
the Parish please inform Fr Steven or one of the churchwardens immediately.
Proposal to Air Condition the Church - In June Parish Council invited financial
sponsorship to install air-conditioning in St Peter’s and pledges totalling $7,000 were
received. Parish Council agreed until more funds could be sourced the proposal would
not be considered any further.
Rector’s Leave - Fr Steven’s will be taking leave from the parish from 9 October to 17
December. Rev Carolyn Payne has agreed to act as a part time Locum during this
timeframe and will care for worship services and pastoral care emergencies. During Fr
Steven’s leave please contact the Churchwardens or the Parish Office for ongoing
pastoral care and administrative matters.
Stewardship Pledges - The budget expectation for giving in 2018 was $2.455 per
week (127,700 per annum). In response to the stewardship focus in July 25 cards were
returned. Pledging $901 per week ($46,860 per annum). It would appear most people
chose not to return a card as the amount pledged does not correlate with the average so
far in 2018 of $2,252 per week. Our giving has decreased this year and is currently 7%
lower than it was in 2017. Thanks to those who returned a card. The pledges for special
funds recorded on the returned cards were $130 per month for the Youth Fund and $70
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destitute widows
10 widows caring for 30 orphans. The widows range from 35 years to 80
years old; 1 from each village near Fr Thomas’ rural home so the
other villagers will be inquisitive about what she is doing and learn
from her!
9 widows and 1 widower ranging in age
from 34 to 76 years old, caring for 33
orphans also in a rural area. We
previously sent them blankets and
cooking pots.
Fr. Thomas reports from Zimbabwe, “There is
99% progress on the land preparation. Both
groups are ready for the rains. They are so
excited that they will plant with all the inputs
available. They are promising to do their best
as they praise God for what they call ‘Manna from Heaven’.”
Please pray for these ladies and orphans and for the success of this project
and for good rains in November.

Leprosy Sufferers and Disabled, Destitute Adults

Our 3 self-sufficiency projects to help these patients continue to thrive; the 2
piggeries and 450 laying hen house.
Please pray for the patients and staff, and the continued profitability of these
projects.

Student education

The young woman we are sponsoring to
complete a 4 year BSc (Hons) in Geology
has found the transition from school to
university education difficult. She is very
determined to take full advantage of the
opportunity we have offered her.
Please pray for her to continue to work hard and not be discouraged.
Jesus said, “Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:16
All Glory to God!

Zimbabwe Challenge

A Registered Charity Number 2409 with the Queensland Office
of Fair Trading and the Commonwealth Australian Charities and
Not-for-Profit Commission.

Chooks, Chooks and more Chooks! 500 in fact!
Helping 167 Disabled
Children – Self-Sufficiency
Farm
We have started a new selfsufficiency project to help these
children – 2 large hen houses for 500
egg-laying chickens! Work has
already begun on the buildings, as
shown in the photos.

The two hen houses should be completed
before the end of the year when egg
production will commence! The profits from the
sales will go towards the needs of the disabled
children; their health and education.
We have stopped the buying, fattening and
selling of heifers. Just as Fr. Thomas started
this project Zimbabwe ran out of cash! It has
been difficult to make the project viable as
potential buyers cannot access cash. Fr.
Thomas has tried valiantly for the last 6-9 months with some small success.
However, the cash outlook in Zimbabwe remains bleak. As a result the Holy
Spirit guided us back to our original idea of setting up a laying hen house and
selling the eggs locally. We have the experience with the construction and
operation of our 450 laying hen house at the Leprosy Centre. Fr. Thomas has
largely been responsible for the tremendous success that this has been with
demand for the eggs exceeding supply!
Fr. Thomas has done detailed costings for this new project. We feel this is
well within his and our capabilities and budget. There is a large town nearby
providing a ready market. It will be wonderful to get this going so we can at
last provide assistance to the disabled children.
Please pray for the success of this project and of course for safety, health
and wisdom for our dear Fr. Thomas. The scripture we have for this project is
reassuring –
“The one who calls you is faithful and He will do it” 1Thes 5:24

Destitute Widows and Orphans

This self-sufficiency project helps destitute widows caring for orphans to grow
20

per month for the Building Fund.
Website - If you have access to the internet, stay connected when either you go
away or cannot make it to church by going to the parish website at
stpetersbribie.org.au - at the website you can view our weekly Tidings, weekly study
resources and sermons in either an audio or written format.

Did you know that
ST PETER’S BOOK CLUB

inspired by a recent article in our diocesan news
magazine, Focus, entitled Reading With Spiritual Eyes,
several members of our congregation decided to see if
there was sufficient interest in forming a similar book
club at St. Peter’s. There has been an encouraging
response and we plan to hold just one meeting later this
year as a test run. Our plan is that next year we shall
read and discuss one book each term. Although the
book club’s numbers are governed by the number of
books in a library club set, usually ten, this term we are
aiming to increase the number of books slightly to
accommodate the number who have expressed interest. We hope for
interesting discussions following our readings.

WALK TO WATER

Last year 88 groups across Australia “Walked to Water” for persecuted
Christians in Nigeria raising $100 000 towards drilling boreholes for water in
12 Christian communities. That means the average group contribution was
approximately $1 135. Our walking group last year raised $1 500 which
means we were above the national average. Well done St Peter’s walkers!
One Nigerian community wrote
“Before the borehole was built the nearest water source was next door to a
mosque. Local Christians weren’t allowed to use it. We had to walk several
kilometres to get water for cooking, cleaning, washing and drinking.” Their
new borehole serves the Christian community and Christian school that has
been built next to the borehole. We hope and pray for a similar commitment
this year from our congregation.
Joan Norton

Patronal festival

Mary sumner day

The parish celebrated the Patronal Festival on Sunday June 24th with a
combined Eucharist followed by lunch in Cooinda. Our special guests for the
event were Bishop Clyde Wood and his wife Margaret. Bishop Clyde presided
at the Eucharist and preached the sermon.

At the MU meeting in August members were astonished to receive a visit from
a time traveller. Mary Sumner arrived in a time machine to see how Mothers
Union had developed and changed over the last 142 years. She was
introduced to the Reverend Carolyn Payne, and to Anne Paroz, President of
St. Peter’s MU. It was a shock to be introduced to a female priest, unheard of
in 1876!

In reminding us that it is important to listen to God and to the world around us
Bishop Clyde used four bible passages as the basis for his sermon. The
readings for the day, John18:16 where Peter denies that he knows Jesus, and
Acts 10 9 where Peter was on the housetop and saw the sheet appear with all
the unclean animals and God tells him to “kill and eat “. We can see the
change in Peter, he has recovered from the tumultuous Easter week and
moved on to a life of service. Our Patronal Festival is a time when we, as a
parish, can ask ourselves “where to from here?”

While she was pleased to see that
MU had spread widely and was still
working to help the poor and needy,
the changes were a bit
overwhelming. So much had
changed in the world, people were
dressed very casually, they travelled
about quite freely and at great
speed. Members were much older
than the original members and many
mothers were working full time. The
poor were not so obvious in western
countries and support was often
given to women in other countries
through branch networks. It was all
very different to when it began.

What do we need to review in our ministry? In 1 Kings 19 11 Isaiah heard the
voice of God in a “a still small voice”. How do we hear the word of God?
When the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 2) people
heard them speaking in their own language. What do we hear people saying
today? The context is always changing, what is the Holy Spirit saying to this
parish now?
Bishop Clyde has a personal
interest in ministry to aboriginal
people. He feels that it is important
for people to learn the history,
know the background and
understand the need for
reconciliation. He asked us, as a
parish, whether this is an area we
should consider.
Anne Dowd

Photo by Brenda Allardyce

Although she was surprised at what she saw
she
felt that God had really blessed the MU and
that it would continue to grow and change.

School Chaplaincy
The Annual Chaplaincy Breakfast was held on the first Friday in September. It
is one of the major fund raisers for the chaplaincy in the three schools on
Bribie. As usual it was well attended and people were generous in supporting
the raffle and the auction, approximately $15,000 was raised..
There are almost 900 chaplains working mainly in primary or secondary
schools throughout Queensland, some work in special schools, hospital
schools, distance education and other areas. They are available to students,
staff and parents but try to focus on children and families at risk. The main
issues that students seek help for are peer issues and friendship, school
behaviour, bullying, family breakdown and mental health.
Please continue to support and pray for our schools, students, staff and the
chaplains.
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The soup night is
always popular and
well attended. As
usual there was a
variety of different
soups to choose from
and good company to
share it with.

REDCLIFFE DEANERY OVERSEAS AND OUTREACH DAY
Mothers Union Bribie Branch combined with Caboolture Mothers Union Branch
to celebrate Overseas and Outreach Day on the 23rd July at our St. Peters
Church. We had 60 Members from 7 Branches attend our Church Service here
at St. Peters following morning tea.
After the service we adjourned to Cooinda to hear our guest speakers. Our
guest speakers were from our own Branch and the Caboolture Branch. They
spoke about some of our fellow Overseas Branches - South Africa, Ontario,
Nigeria, Tanzania, Isle of Man, and Kenya. It was interesting to hear about
these countries and what they were achieving. These countries were stamped
on our place mats (kindly made by Anne and Debbie) and were a memento of
our day for Members to take home.

Photos for both these events were
provided by Debbie.

We
then tucked
into
a delicious
lunch. Our food was plentiful - soup, sandwiches and slices.
All in all, a good day was had and our Members, as always, did a great job in
hosting this occasion.
Joan Beale
18

If you only look at the photos in
High Tidings you could decide
that ,as a parish, we spend the
whole time eating and drinking!
There is a great deal more
happening

variety of expressions - e.g. fear, joy, anger, determination, desire, etc.,etc.
In other words, they, the masks or personnae, up to a metre long, were
WAYS OF SEEING, thus adding to the ability of the audience to interpret the
play.
Denise Shearer and
Phyl Adams on a tour
of the Queensland
Institute of Medical
Research on 4th July,
as invited guests of the
Australian Cancer
Research Foundation

From the Christian viewpoint, a “way of seeing” the mysteries of our God
is vital to our relationship with Him. We are able to intelligently interpret what
the Bible and our Clergy tell us only if we are attuned to the centuries of
thought which has gone before us, and can gain a grasp of those Mysteries
and their importance to our lives.

Denise and Phyl received a very interesting insight into the science behind
the cancer research happening at QIMR and how ACRF funds this research.
QIMR has received 4 grants totalling over $8.4m from ACRF and is one of 37
research facilities across Australia that they fund.”

Lyn Van Buerle celebrated her 80th birthday on 26th August, guests
gathered at the Shearer’s home for a festive morning tea.

I know not by what methods rare
But this I know, God answers prayer.
I know that He has given His word
Which tells me prayer is always heard
And will be answered soon or late
And so I pray and calmly wait.
I know not if the blessing sought
Will come in just the way I thought,
But I leave my prayers with Him alone
Whose will is wiser than my own,
Assured that He will grant my quest
Or send some answer far more blessed.
From Denise Fender
(Denise said that this prayer was always
one of her mother’s favourites)
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TRACKING THE TRINITY.

By (Rev Dr) Barry Shield

I’d love to have a dollar for every time a pupil at one of my schools, or a
parishioner in one of my Churches, expressed puzzlement, shock,
amazement, or even scorn, at some explanation or other of the phenomenon
we know as the Holy Trinity. Ecclesiastical history tells us that the concept of
One God in three Persons has proved, over the centuries A.D., one of the
biggest stumbling-blocks in the whole gamut of things we need to believe in
our Faith.
Yet it need not be such. Let’s take a few minutes to examine what is
involved here. First, every Christian acknowledges that there is one, and only
one, God. The same number of Christians will agree that there is more than
one way of considering that God. We all accept the concepts of God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. We even consign parts, or
“jobs” to them! God the Father is the Creator and Sustainer, God the Son is
our Saviour and Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit is our Strengthener and
Companion.
But this has, down the centuries, been more trouble than it need be. And
it is mostly because folk have generally been confused by the use of “Person,”
when we, in ordinary usage, conceive of a person being a single entity, and
three persons being three separate entities - a plurality of people, if you like,
and three into one just doesn’t go!
Let us go right back to basics – basic language, if you like.
In New
Testament Greek, the language in which our Gospels, like the rest of the New
Testament, originated, the word “persona” meant MASK. Now, a mask can be
understood as a “Way of Seeing,” or “Manner of Comprehending.”
Therefore, one could conceive of God as God the Father (Creator and
Sustainer) or as God the Son (Jesus our Saviour and Redeemer) or as God
the Holy Spirit, (Strengthener and Companion) – one God, three
PERSONNAE, or ways of seeing God the One in three persons or manners of
comprehending.
To understand this more completely still, let us examine a
most important part of Greek culture in the period 450 B.C.E., until 150 A.D (at
least)
In ancient Greece, theatre played an extremely important part in the daily
lives of the populace. Greek theatres were usually a circular stage at the
bottom of a hill, on which were rows and tiers of seats dug into the side of the
hill. The great difficulty was that most seats were a fair way from the stage,
which made it difficult to hear the dialogue of the play. To overcome this, plays
usually had a chorus of quite a few male and/or female voices, which shouted
the dialogues/monologues in unison. The dialogues and monologues thus
became more audible to most auditors of the play.
The difficulty of being far enough from the actors to render facial
expressions impossible to discern was overcome by each actor having at
hand a variety of PERSONNAE, or LARGE MASKS, which would be held, at
appropriate times, over his/her face. These masks, or personnae, depicted a
16

Ken Davis, Gentleman in Pink, (photo Trish Stevens)

Text and photos by
Denise Shearer

38 people attended the BACS Pink
Party at Charlies at the end of August.
The Best Dressed “Lady in Pink” was
won by Brenda Allardyce, and the
”Gentleman in Pink” was won by Ken
Davis. Everyone enjoyed the music
and singing by our musicians John and
Bill and many of us joined in the
singing and dancing. A special thanks
to our church friends (most of whom
attend the second service) for their
support every year. Thanks also to
Trish Stevens (our photographer) who
always brings along a large group of
friends. Funds raised from the raffle will
go to QIMR for cancer research.

.

A Place in the Choir

This is the title of a song sung energetically
by the group “Celtic Thunder” and less
energetically from time to time by the Bribie
Gleemen. “All God’s children have a place in
the choir” is a line from the chorus. The song
is about animal, bird and insect noises with the clear message that all
creatures in God’s creation are important and have a role to play.
So it is with the plant kingdom. St. Peters does not have room for a large
environmental area, however we do have examples of native and exotic plants
in our grounds that we can enjoy, all of which play host to one or more of God’s
creatures.
The grand fig trees give welcome shade to many people, they provide shelter
and food for a number of birds, and lorikeets have nests in their hollows. Yes,
they make a mess, but are wonderful examples of their species and are
probably older that any parishioners.
The gardens beside the north wall of the church are adorned with Grevillea
Robyn Gordon which is able to thrive in this very hot position. This plant was
bred at Myall Park at Glenmorgan on the western Darling Downs, and bears
the name of one of the daughters of the family. Its origin probably explains its
ability to thrive in the heat. All sorts of honey eaters visit these plants that
flower all year.
Our hedges are lilly pilly, a native rainforest species. While continually trimmed
they rarely flower but provide shelter and greenery in our environment. The
neighbour’s lilly pillies flower and red fruit forms. The fruit is edible and can be
made into jam. It was probably an important food source for our aboriginal
people.
A couple of years ago a line of leptospermums were planted between the car
park and the fence. The original plants were species native to Bribie Island. A
modest flowering is occurring this late winter and is a pointer to the floral
display that will occur as the shrubs mature. There are 6 species of
leptospermum native to Bribie and 2 of these species are represented in our
grounds. Honey bees work all 6 species which produce antibacterial honey,
generically called manuka. Bees have already been busy in this year’s limited
flowering. Growing these plants within the grounds of our church, while of no
commercial significance, can be viewed as thanks to God for provision of these
plants so valuable in modern medicine.
Though not yet noticeable, 24 jasmines were planted beside the fence along
the lane in April and May. They are established and once the weather warms
they will start to grow into a hedge to cover this fence. Once grown spring time
will see a host of scented white flowers.
The grounds area outside the chapel has been planted and the lawn is almost
covering the bare areas and it’s beginning to look attractive.
It is probably fair to say that the grounds of St. Peters are quite pleasing to the
eye.. Where there was once weeds, there is now lawn or valued plants; where
the seats were falling into disrepair, they are now refurbished, painted and look
10

St. Peter’s Singing Group
The Singing Group was started by the Rev. Carolyn Payne in 2015 with a small
group of church members, initially to practise hymns for special services. We
meet for an hour on Monday afternoons and practise hymns for the following
weeks and new hymns and songs are introduced.
It’s always an enjoyable time
of fellowship and fun, but
mainly singing. Fr. Steven
was happy for the group to
continue, and joins us each
week when possible, and the
fellowship, fun and singing
continues. We all look
forward to Fr. Steven’s
attendance, as everyone is
aware, he has a tuneful and
melodic voice, and is a great
asset to both our group and
our church.
We started with only 6-8
members and a few have joined from time to time but have been unable to
continue, however, our group is growing and we’ve had up to 18 recently, with
a few regulars absent. We are most fortunate to have Margaret Peterson as
our accompanist, she is the backbone of our group and is always ready, willing
and able to play new songs when they are introduced, and must spend
considerable time perfecting them. We have enjoyed singing at a few church
events and one day we might even call ourselves a choir!
We have been joined by visitors to Bribie who love singing, such as Jeanette
Strong, from Perth, who has now visited for the last two years, and took a
photo of the group before she left this year, so that she could remember our
names, and also Daphne Lee from Sutherland Shire in Sydney, who visits her
son, perhaps one day they will move to Bribie permanently, as they both love
Bribie.
The song “I Sing Because I Love to Sing” must be the reason we all
attend, I think that should be our group’s motto, after changing the ‘I’ to a ‘We’.
We always welcome newcomers to our group, if you are interested, please
come and see if you would like to join us on Monday afternoons between 4 and
5 pm.
Shirley Todd

Just for the record the people in the group are: Left to right standing: Edgar Askew, Henry
(Hank) Hyde, Karen Quinn, George Grant, Judy Lawrence, Denise Shearer, Lynn McBeth,
Margaret Weise, Joan Fisher, Shirley Todd, Frankie Parke, Fr. Steven, Ellise Pope and Denise
Fender. Sitting: Jenny Sullivan and Margaret Peterson (our Pianist). (photo Jeanette Strong)

Focus on Fellowship
Fashion Parade

Kay Benson

The Focus on Fellowship group hosted
their ever popular annual fashion
parade again in June. The event was
attended by 320 guests who enjoyed a
a morning of fellowship, fun, food and
fashion.
St. Peter’s models Greg Rollason and
Denise Shearer looked stunning on the
cat walk as they modelled the
garments from the Island’s Op Shops.

terrific. We are fortunate that enough members of the congregation have the
interest and energy to care for the grounds.
The question may be asked , “Does grounds care really matter ?” The two
great commandments do not refer to care of property, and although St. Paul
says “the body”, meaning the “body of Christianity”, is made of many parts,
he mentions activities that are clearly more important than grounds care. As
resurrection people we must love God, love our neighbour, practise
forgiveness and generosity, and pray for God’s kingdom here on earth.
Does this include grounds care ? In as much as we are caring for this part of
God’s creation in an adequate and sustainable manner, our grounds work is
positive. We can still endeavour to meet our Lord’s expectations, and
perhaps attractive grounds could be a tool in helping attract people to our
community.
If you can access “A Place in the Choir” by Celtic Thunder on your phone,
ipad, computer etc., I’m sure you will be entertained. If you would like to join
the grounds carers, a new roster will be prepared in December … let us
know, you are very welcome.
Don Keith

Life and witness

The following excerpt is taken from an article in Checkpoint (the CMS magazine) Spring 2018

Don’t waste life in doubts and fears; spend yourself on the work before you, well
assured that the right performance of this hour’s duties will be the best preparation for the hours or ages that follow it.
Ralph Waldo Emerson
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The article Life and Witness in Tanzania was written by CMS missionary Liz Burns
who teaches at Msalato Theological College in Dodoma. Part of her conclusion says:
“So what does it mean to be a missionary lecturer in this context. As lecturers we
become counsellors, advisors, friends, prayer partners, advocates and extended family
members. Everything you teach in the classroom is measured against what is seen in
your daily life. Everything you do is a statement of the reality of your faith and which
things you hold important. How you cope with the uninvited guest, or the local drunk
who has come to beg for money, or the student with a sick family member, or the
demon possessed child, or the student who has failed an essay, is discussed and
evaluated and considered as a model of Christian character and life. Will you lend a
student some money, contribute to a bride price, attend a six hour wedding, spend 2 or
3 hours at a funeral of a college neighbour, learn a local language, wear local clothing,
walk into a sick person’s room, pray with the fellowship or go door knocking with
students. Students then decide, based on these and copious other events, whether your
lectures and teaching are likely to be any good for ministry or just something to learn in
the classroom and be forgotten after the exam.
WE MAY NOT ALL BE MISSIONARIES
BUT OUR LIVES ALSO SHOW OUR FAITH

Fr Barry and Mrs Janice Shield
Presented with the Coaldrake Medal
On Sunday 8 July 2018 Sarah Gover, a
member of the Diocesan ABM (Anglican
Board of Mission) Committee, attended
and spoke at the 9.30am Eucharist. As
part of Sarah’s visit she presented the
Coaldrake Medal to Fr Barry and Mrs
Janice Shield in recognition of their
missionary service with ABM.
Barry and Janice went as teaching
missionaries to the Solomon Islands for
2 years in 1980 and 1981, taking their
two sons who were 8 and 4 years of age.
Barry and Janice both taught at Selwyn
College, Ngalimbiu, on Guadalcanal, 17
miles from Honiara. Janice was Head of
English and Social Studies and Barry took English and New Testament
Studies as well working in the Chapel. The college had 300 students who
lived onsite and the work covered all 7 days of the week for a salary of $24
per week. It was there that Barry’s decision to become a priest was
discerned and consequently Barry was ordained a priest in 1984.
The medal that Fr Barry and Janice were presented with is named after
Frank William Coaldrake, who was an Anglican priest and missionary.
Coaldrake believed that pacifism was imperative and for this reason he
offered to serve as a missionary in Japan after WWII. He worked in Japan
from 1947 to 1956 where he employed the methods of the Bush
Brotherhood to penetrate the isolated villages of a region which had never
been evangelized by Christian missionaries. On being offered the
chairmanship of the ABM in 1956, Coaldrake returned with his wife and two
children to Sydney. For the next fourteen years, with his clear vision of the
Church's responsibility for mission and his formidable capacity for
administration, Coaldrake sought to shape the ABM's policies to meet the
rapidly changing world of the 1960s. Coaldrake believed that Western
concepts of mission were untenable in the post-colonial era and held that
indigenous Christians in 'emerging' nations should be assisted to conduct
missionary exchange with the 'home' churches on a basis of equality. ABM
shifted from sending missionaries to the developing world, to developing
partnerships with the local church, resourcing them as required. The model
that Coaldrake introduced is now a worldwide standard for the missionary
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agencies. Coaldrake became the first Australian-born priest to be elected
archbishop of Brisbane, but sadly died of a heart attack before he was
consecrated. When ABM decided to present medals to those who had worked
as missionaries, it was clear that the Coaldrake Medal would be an ideal
name.

REACHING OUT INTO THE COMMUNITY …..
Each week several people from St Peters spend an hour or two at Banksia
Beach School assisting with their program that provides reading help and
guidance to students with needs in this area of their learning.
Below is an outline of the program Banksia Beach State School Ready Reader Tutor
Program and Training The Ready Reader volunteer tutor program provides
students with the opportunity to read daily. Students
read one on one with a trained tutor. This helps
students to gain confidence with their reading, encouraging them to become
independent readers. The Ready Reader program aims to develop a genuine
desire to read by teaching useful strategies.
Perhaps you too would be interested in spending an hour or two with some
very delightful children. The School is currently seeking further volunteers, ask
Lorice for details of training courses.
. Ready Reader training is offered FREE at Banksia Beach State School and is
open to parents and members of the community. Participants will receive a
Certificate upon successful completion of the course. On the completion of
training you may wish to volunteer for an hour or more a week to support
students with their reading. To register for the course please ring Banksia
Beach State School Office (07) 3408 5333.
The volunteers from St Peters have been involved for a year now and have
been finding the experience most challenging, enjoyable and rewarding.
From Lorice Keith

