GUESS WHO IS COMING TO LUNCH
On Sunday September 11th parishioners gathered
in 3 different homes across the Parish for “Guess
who is coming to Lunch”. Thanks to all who hosted
and participated. Here is a couple of reflecrtions.
Frankie Park … Sunday lunch at our home was lovely,
a long lunch which saw us bidding each other farewell
after 3pm. As the hosts it was exciting to have guests
arrive who bought along part of the meal. Even though
each of us have been acquaintances for more than ten
years, we were able to get to know each other more
closely which increases the bond we share.
Greg and Wendy Rollason … We had the pleasure of
enjoying the company with Joan Norton at Bill and Ann
Dowd’s home. We shared a lovely meal together and had
the opportunity to get to know each other a little better.
Now we feel comfortable to acknowledge each other at
church, rather than just the greeting of peace. Bill and Ann
have a beautiful garden and some of our salad was freshly
picked for the occasion, we were given a home grown
lettuce to take home. Thank you.
MOVIE
FUNDRAISER
Thanks to all who
supported the
“Ticket to
Paradise” movie
fundraiser.
Congregations to
Jan Redsell who
won the raffle
prize donated by
Ali King MP.

NEW MOWER

St Peter’s has
purchased a new
ride on mower.
Ian Carr has
already been busy
putting the new
mower to work.
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PARISH NOTICES
Online Sunday Worship - A new online service is available each Sunday via Vimeo, FaceBook
or our Webpage.
Rector on Leave - Fr Steven will be on Holiday Leave from 19 October for one week, during
this time please contact the Churchwardens for Parish matters.
COVID Safety - It is very important we do our best to maintain our good hygiene practices
and physical distancing. It is essential that you do not attend St Peter’s if you have COVID19 symptoms (cough, fever, sore throat, fatigue, or shortness of breath). While the wearing
of face masks is not required, the wearing of face masks is most welcome.
Morning Tea - Morning Tea will be held in Cooinda after both Sunday Services on the 2nd and
16th October.
AMUA AGM - Members of AMUA are invited to attend the AGM of the branch on Monday
17 October at 10am.
Variety Afternoon - You are invited to fun parish afternoon on Sunday 23 October including
entertaining acts and a play reading, with Devonshire tea at interval. Tickets are $5 and can
be purchased from Wendy Rollason and Marjorie Voss, or by placing your name on the list in
the Narthex.
Milestones - It is our tradition at St Peter’s to note people’s birthdays in weekly and monthly
publications, including special celebrations like 80th and 90th birthdays. If you would prefer
not to have your special celebrations and birthdays noted in these notifications, please let
the office know.
Rosters - Interested in joining our worship team as an av operator, reader or intercessor?
Please speak to Fr Steven (3408 3191) or Margaret Peterson (5497 6978).
Musicians - Music plays a significant role in how we worship here at St Peter’s, and we are
blessed with a dedicated team of musicians who play for or services each Sunday. We would
love to add some members to this team. If you have the skills and willingness to assist please
speak to Fr Steven.
Update from Friends of Zimbabwe - Wonderful news! Takudzwa has successfully completed
her BSc. Geology (Hons) degree. She commenced study at the University of Zimbabwe in
2018 and finished in August this year. She had to overcome a number of obstacles during
this time including transport difficulties, covid lockdowns, and no internet connection
because of continual and prolonged electricity blackouts. It is so pleasing and I thank the
Lord for the amazing support from members of St Peter’s congregation. Thank you all. As
Thomas, her father, says without your prayers and financial support Takudzwa would have
been unable to attend university. Please pray now for her to find a job (not easy in
Zimbabwe) so she can support her family and, as she says, “be able to support others the
way you have done for me.” Another self-sufficiency project completed! Praise the Lord.
“All glory to God who is able, through His mighty power at work within us, to accomplish
infinitely more than we might ask or think.” Eph 3:20

Common Communion Cup - The common cup has now been reintroduced to our Eucharistic

Those in Need – Hilda Smith, Janet Berry, Bill Edwards, Krista-Liisa
Pulkkinen David Lower, Blake Kubler, Arthur Wells.
Continuing Prayer List - Elva Woods, Kaye Bush, Phillipa Booth,
Nicholas & Elizabeth Kubler.
To add someone to the prayer list please email office@stpetersbribie.org.au

CELEBRATIONS
September Birthdays - Alan Carr (7th), Gwen Newell (7th),
Margaret Weise (11th), Stephen Brown (12th), Marjorie Voss
(13th), Margaret Peterson (14th), Carol Little (18th), Leila Wiseman
(18th), Lorraine Daniels (19th), Ailsa Frost (19th), Errol Fender
(21st), Carol Chilinski (24th), Annette Bennett (26th), Clair Carter
(27th), Ann Wrigley (28th).

AMUA 32ND BRANCH BIRTHDAY HIGH TEA
Norma Collis was presented
with a scroll celebrating 40
years in AMUA.

After the High Tea the
Diocesan President
visited Hilda Smith
presenting her with her
badge and scroll for 60
years of membership.

SUNDAY 2 OCTOBER - ORDINARY 27
Readings – Lamentations 1:1-6; Psalm 137; 2 Timothy 1:1-14; Luke 17:1-10.
Sentence – ‘Who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? But
I am among you,’ says the Lord, ‘as one who serves.’ (Luke 22.27)
Prayer of the day – Faithful God, have mercy on us your unworthy servants, and
increase our faith, that, trusting in your Spirit’s power to work in us and through us,
we may never be ashamed to witness to our Lord but may obediently serve him all
our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - According to the Gospel of Luke, the ones closest to Jesus
believe they need more. “Increase our faith!” they plead. Jesus is headed toward
Jerusalem, healing and teaching along the way. Traveling with him are disciples
and apostles. Crowds gather, people seek healing, and challengers seek answers.
This section of the Gospel has some strong teaching on discipleship, which may be
summarised thus: (1) Don’t be the cause of another’s sin (Greek skandalon,
stumble); (2) Forgive, again; (3) Miniscule faith is sufficient; (4) Discipleship is not
about reward: Just do it! These are challenging commands, maybe even
impossible ones, then and now. It is a sobering thought to recognize one’s capacity
to cause another’s stumbling, despite intentions otherwise. Plus, it is hard enough
to forgive, even once. But seven times in a single day?! No wonder the apostles
ask Jesus for increased faith. When it comes to faith Jesus suggests that size does
not matter; even a seed of faith holds tree-like potential. Jesus’ followers can live
and act on the basis of whatever faith is theirs, no matter how small or insignificant
it seems. Instead of worrying about the size of their faith, perhaps these Jesusfollowers should just get on with living it out in obedience to Jesus’ commands.
After all, we might add, one who is faithful in very little is also faithful in much (Luke
16:10). Throughout Luke’s Gospel, the closest followers of Jesus reveal their own
“mixed” level of faith. On one hand, they have left homes and jobs and families in
order to follow Jesus. It has not been easy, as they have encountered hostility from
many who oppose Jesus. Still they have stuck around, even for this final journey
toward Jerusalem, and even when they have received a warning of what is to
come. Faith is persistence in reaching out to Jesus (Luke 5:17-26) and trusting in
Jesus’ power and authority (7:1-10). Faith is responding with love to forgiveness
received (7:44-50), not letting fear get the upper hand (8:22-25), and being willing
to take risks that challenge the status quo (8:43-48). Faith is giving praise to God
(17:11-19), having confidence in God’s desire for justice (18:1-8), and being willing
to ask Jesus for what we need (18:35-43).
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. When have you been overwhelmed or taken by surprise by someone’s care and
concern for you? How did it help you? (2 Timothy 1:1)
2. When have you witnessed a “mustard-seed moment,” a time when someone in
your congregation exercised great humility and compassion, or leadership?
(Luke 17:5)

SUNDAY 9 OCTOBER - ORDINARY 28
Readings – Jeremiah 29.1, 4-7; Psalm 66.1-11; 2 Timothy 2.8-15; Luke 17.11-19.
Sentence – What shall I return to the Lord for all his bounty to me? I will lift up the
cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord, I will pay my vows to the Lord in
the presence of all his people. (Psalm 116.12–14)
Prayer of the day – O God, you have made heaven and earth and all that is good:
help us to delight in simple things and to rejoice always in the richness of your
bounty; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - The story of the grateful Samaritan offers us another image of
who and what matters to Jesus and should, therefore, matter to us. The story
draws attention to two important themes in Luke. One being Jesus’ care for the
marginalised, as well as the appropriate response to Jesus, a response of faithful
recognition and gratitude. In the introduction, we are reminded that Jesus has set
his face to go to Jerusalem (9:51), where he will arrive in chapter 19. He is in the
region between Samaria and Galilee; Jesus frequents boundary spaces and is
about to cross a social boundary again by his association with lepers and with a
Samaritan. As he enters a village, ten lepers approach calling out to him but
keeping their distance because they are unclean. They address him as master, a
term used in every other instance in Luke by the disciples. Jesus immediately
sends them to show themselves to the priests to confirm their healing, and on route
they are in fact made clean. In the text for today, after the healing of the ten lepers,
the focus narrows to one of the ten, who alone turns back glorifying God and
prostrating himself at Jesus’ feet thanking him. This verb for thank is the one used
when Jesus thanks God for the bread and cup at the last supper. Only after he
prostrates himself in thanksgiving do we learn that the one who has turned back is
a Samaritan. Samaritans were the unlovely outsiders of Jesus’ day. These
unappealingly different and unwelcome outsiders, along with outsiders generally,
are received positively by Jesus in Luke. We do not know whether the other nine
were Samaritans, but in identifying the Samaritan only after he alone is prostrate at
Jesus’ feet, the narrator suggests that it is perhaps his having been noticed and
cleansed in spite of his double-marginalisation. There is no doubt something to be
understood here about the people who live on the margins of our communities,
who are treated as invisible or unlovely because of how they look or who they are
or where they come from. Jesus clearly notices and loves them and calls us to do
the same. But we might also consider the parts of us that are hidden in the
borderlands of ourselves where we may least want to be seen and most need to be
touched. Jesus, who is not afraid of borderlands, does not mind meeting us in
those places, and it may be that by recognising him there, we will find in our
deepest selves a new outpouring of the grateful love that makes well.
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. There’s a phrase, “Less is more.” How would you explain your faith in succinct,
clear terms to someone who is curious to understand? (2 Timothy 2:8)
2. For what do you feel moved to pause and give thanks to God for today? (Luke
17:11)

SUNDAY 16 OCTOBER - ORDINARY 29
Readings – Jeremiah 31.27-34; Psalm 119.97-104; 2 Timothy 3.10-4.5; Luke18.114.
Sentence – Will not God grant justice to those who cry to him day and night? Will
he delay long in helping them? (Luke 18.7-8)
Prayer of the day – Lord, tireless guardian of your people, teach us to rely, day and
night, on your care. Drive us to seek your justice and your help, and support our
prayer lest we grow weary, for in you alone is our strength. We make our prayer
through your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - The parable of the widow’s persistence is introduced as a
parable about prayer and not losing heart, then moves into a story about justice,
and ends with a question about faith. It begins with the introduction of the judge
who neither fears God nor respects people. The unrespected people are
represented here by a widow whose relentlessness is so bothersome to the judge
that she ends up receiving the justice she demands. And the unfeared God will, by
the end of the parable, eclipse the judge who does not fear him. Luke mentions a
number of widows in the ministry of Jesus. From those references, we might
certainly characterise them as among the vulnerable, the ones in whom Jesus
takes a particular interest. Jesus recognises that the poor widow (21:3) has given
more than all the other wealthier patrons of the temple because she has given all
that she has, and he condemns the scribes who “devour widows’ houses” (20:47).
But in addition to being vulnerable, widows also appear as prophetic, active, and
faithful; certainly the widow who gives her last coins is not only vulnerable but also
a model of faithful generosity. The first widow of the Gospel is Anna (2:37) who
spreads the good news of Jesus’ birth. Jesus in his inaugural sermon at Nazareth
mentions the widow of Zarephath (4:25-6), who feeds Elijah from her meagre
supplies in a famine and whose son is returned to life by the prophet, an act Jesus
replays in the raising of the only son of the widow of Nain (7:12). All these appear
only in this Gospel, including the widow of our current parable, who is persistent,
active, and forceful enough to get the justice she demands even from an utterly
unjust judge. Her persistent petitioning is identified in advance (18:1) as an image
of, and lesson in, prayer, about which readers of Luke have already heard a great
deal. The book begins with the whole assembly of the people praying outside the
temple. Jesus prays at his baptism and withdraws to pray at key points throughout
his ministry and finally at the Mount of Olives. He instructs his followers to pray for
those who abuse them. When the disciples ask him to teach them to pray, he
introduces the Lord’s Prayer. There as here he also encourages them to be
persistent and to trust in God’s parental faithfulness, and the teaching ends with
Jesus’ assurance that their heavenly Father will give the Holy Spirit to those who
ask.
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. Who was most influential and inspiring in your faith formation? (2 Tim 3:14)
2. Who are the “widows” in your community, the people who long for and beg for
justice and mercy? (Luke 18:1)

SUNDAY 23 OCTOBER - ORDINARY 30
Readings – Joel 2.23-32; Psalm 65; 2 Timothy 4.6-8, 16-18; Luke 18.15-30.
Sentence – Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a
child shall not enter it. (Luke 18.17)
Prayer of the day – O God, who alone can probe the depths of the heart, you hear
the prayer of the humble and justify the repentant sinner: grant us the gift of
humility, that, seeing our own faults clearly, we may refrain from judging our
neighbour but rely solely upon your saving grace. We make our prayer through
your Son, our Saviour, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection – In the Gospel for this Sunday Jesus is asked “Good Teacher,
what must I do to inherit eternal life?” After a conversation about the
commandments Jesus tells him sell all that you own and distribute the money to
the poor. We are told that he became sad, for he was very rich. As Christians we
have a lot of things to guide how we live our lives including the ten
commandments, the two great commandments and the great commission. The
problem for the young man was not that he was wealthy, it is that his wealth an
obstacle between him and God. We need to honestly look at our lives and see
what separates us from God. It is only when we recognise it can we repent and
strive to live a life that glorifies God. After the encounter of Jesus and this individual
the disciples ask, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus calls us as his followers to live
lives according to God’s command. By doing this we show the world that God
comes first Yet following the commandments doesn’t equate to salvation because
while we may all try and follow God’s command at times will fail. This is what our
faith is about, that in spite of the fact that we are sinful, we can still be saved, not
by our doing, but through the sacrifice of Jesus on cross. What is impossible for
mortals, is possible for God. In our New Testament reading today for 2 Timothy
Paul speaks with certainty how there is a crown of righteousness reserved for him.
He has this certainty not because he had lived a good life since his youth, rather
because he was willing to repent of the things that he did that there separating him
from God. With that repentance he lived a life that followed God’s commands, he
lived a life where his relationship with God came first or as Paul put it – I have
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. The difficulty
we have is our culture is that our lives our so complicated, we have to balance so
much. We need to work at simplifying our life, to come back and focus on faith and
recognise that salvation is a gift. Jesus said … Whoever doesn’t receive the
kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it. God gives us life, a miracle in
itself, the greatest gift that God offers us is the gift of salvation, all we need to do, is
to come to God when he calls.
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. How has the Lord rescued you? (2 Timothy 4.17)
2. How do you interpret Jesus words “How hard it is for those who have wealth to
enter the kingdom of God!” (Luke 18:24)

SUNDAY 30 OCTOBER - ORDINARY 31
Readings – Habakkuk 1.1-4; 2.1-4; Psalm 119.137-144; 2 Thessalonians 1.1-4, 1112; Luke 19.1-10.
Sentence – Today salvation has come to this house, for the Son of Man came to
seek out and to save the lost. (Luke 19.10)
Prayer of the day – Merciful God, righteous Judge of all, who sent Jesus among us
to seek and to save those who are lost: grant that we may eagerly seek the
Saviour, and joyfully welcome him into our homes and lives. We ask this through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - Following on last week’s parable, we find another story of a tax
collector and a sinner and of God’s intention to seek and to save the lost. The
passage tells us about a chief tax collector named Zacchaeus. Tax collectors,
loathed as they were, are among the marginalised ones who cleave to Jesus in
Luke. They are among the lost whom he comes to seek and save. The rich, by
contrast, are viewed with suspicion by the Gospels, because wealth is a problem
and a danger. So the story, although it is familiar to us, actually begins on a note of
ambiguity. Will this be another tax collector who leaves everything and follows, or
will this be another rich man saddened by the claims that the kingdom makes on
him and his wealth? The next two verses make clear that this is probably the
former because this rich man is trying to see Jesus. The word translated try is
elsewhere, including verse 10 in this passage, translated seek or search or strive,
and people who seek the right things in Luke tend to find them. In fact, as we hear
in verse 10, people who seek Jesus tend to find that it was actually Jesus who was
seeking them all along. The good news about Zacchaeus might also be presaged
by the use of the term short or little. On the one hand, this is simply a short person,
and that is how he ends up in a sycamore tree. But this term, in the superlative, is
translated least, as in 9:48, “Whoever welcomes this child in my name welcomes
me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me; for the least
among all of you is the greatest.” And so there may be a sense in which Zacchaeus
by climbing that tree in the manner of a child and embracing his littleness, so to
speak, becomes one of the least of these. It is precisely because he humbles
himself in this way that he is in a position to welcome Jesus just two verses later.
Jesus finds Zacchaeus in his tree and invites himself home with him, and
Zacchaeus welcomes him rejoicing. The importance of wealth and poverty in Luke
is evident from early in the Gospel when, in her Magnificat, Mary speaks of the
Lord sending the rich away empty and filling the poor with good things. The foolish
rich man who builds bigger barns to contain his wealth dies with nothing to show
for it, and his story is followed by the image of the ravens and the lilies and the
instruction from Jesus (12:33-34): “Sell your possessions, and give alms. . . . For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. Have you ever met a Zacchaeus, an underappreciated person transformed by
faith who ended up inspiring others through actions and spirit? Who was it?
(Luke 19:1)

