WEEKLY SERVICES
Sunday - 7.30am & 9.30am
Wednesday - 10am

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS
The Season of Creation is the annual Christian
celebration of prayer and action for our common
home. Together, the ecumenical family around the
world unites to pray, protect, and advocate for
God’s creation. The Season of Creation
commenced on 1 September and runs through till
4 October. The theme for this year is “Listen to the
Voice of Creation”. These are voices of those who
suffer the impacts of climate change. These are
voices of people who hold generational wisdom
about how to live gratefully within the limits of the
land. These are voices of a diminishing diversity of
more-than-human species. It is the voice of the
Earth.
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Seasons of Creation Prayer
Loving Creator, we thank you for your wisdom,
multiplicity, and humour revealed in the
landscapes, plants and creatures around us.
Release, we pray, your creation to flourish in the
care of your renewed people, to be whole, clean,
wild, and full of your vivacity, as govenments put
away divisiveness to act with courageous truth, as
businesses put away our greed to seek long term
fruitfulness, and as each of us puts the needs of
our future generations ahead of our own, until your
creation reflects the entire spectrum of your glory
Amen. (Rev Dr Margaret Wesley)
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PARISH NOTICES
Online Sunday Worship - A new online service is available each Sunday via Vimeo, FaceBook
or our Webpage.
COVID Safety - It is very important we do our best to maintain our good hygiene practices
and physical distancing. It is essential that you do not attend St Peter’s if you have COVID19 symptoms (cough, fever, sore throat, fatigue, or shortness of breath). While the wearing
of face masks is not required, the wearing of face masks is most welcome.
Morning Tea - Morning Tea will be held in Cooinda after both Sunday Services on the 4th and
18th September.
Spring Morning Tea - Focus on Fellowship invites you to join them on Thursday 8 September
at 11am. Guest speaker is Lorna Bennett. Prize for the Best Spring Hat. Please being a small
plate of food to share. For more information contact Kay 3408 1058.
Guess Who’s Coming to Lunch - Sunday 11 September at 11.30am. Would you like to be a
host or a guest? Hosts will provide the main course. Guests will provide either entrée,
dessert or nibbles. All events are BYO drinks. On the day all guests will receive a phone call
between 10.30am to 11.00am advising of the address they need to proceed to for arrival at
11.30am. The host waits to see who knocks on their door for lunch. If you would like to
participate please see Wendy or Greg Rollason, email greg.rollo@bigpond.com or phone
3408 1998.
Movie Fundraiser - St Peter’s is holding a movie fundraiser on Sunday 18 September at
12.30pm at the Bribie Cinema. The movie is “Ticket to Paradise” and tickets cost $20. Tickets
can be purchased from Greg Rollason 3408 1998, Fr Steven or the Parish Office 3408 3191.
AMUA Birthday Celebration - A high tea will be held at Coungeau House on Monday 26th
September commencing at 10am. Cost is $10. All parishioners are welcome. For more
information contact Kay 3408 1058 or Margaret 3410 7797.
Date Claimer - The Auditions and Play Reading – Sunday 23rd October.
Keys - If you are holding keys to the church or Cooinda which you no longer need, would you
please return them to Greg Rollason.
Milestones - It is our tradition at St Peter’s to note people’s birthdays in weekly and monthly
publications, including special celebrations like 80th and 90th birthdays. If you would prefer
not to have your special celebrations and birthdays noted in these notifications, please let
the office know.
Rosters - Interested in joining our worship team as an av operator, reader or intercessor?
Please speak to Fr Steven (3408 3191) or Margaret Peterson (5497 6978).
Musicians - Music plays a significant role in how we worship here at St Peter’s, and we are
blessed with a dedicated team of musicians who play for or services each Sunday. We would
love to add some members to this team. If you have the skills and willingness to assist please
speak to Fr Steven.

Common Communion Cup - The common cup has now been reintroduced to our Eucharistic

Those in Need – Hilda Smith, Janet Berry, Bill Edwards, David Lower,
Blake Kubler, Arthur Wells.
Continuing Prayer List - Elva Woods, Kaye Bush, Phillipa Booth,
Nicholas & Elizabeth Kubler.
To add someone to the prayer list please email office@stpetersbribie.org.au

CELEBRATIONS
September Birthdays - Alan Carr (7th), Gwen Newell (7th),
Margaret Weise (11th), Stephen Brown (12th), Marjorie Voss
(13th), Margaret Peterson (14th), Carol Little (18th), Leila Wiseman
(18th), Lorraine Daniels (19th), Ailsa Frost (19th), Errol Fender
(21st), Carol Chilinski (24th), Annette Bennett (26th), Clair Carter
(27th), Ann Wrigley (28th).
RESIGNATION OF ARCHBISHOP - The Archbishop of Brisbane, the Most Reverend Dr Phillip
Aspinall AC has given notice of his resignation as the Archbishop of our Diocese. His resgnation
will take effect from Thursday 2 February 2023, which will mark 21 years of service as
Archbishop of Brisbane. The Archbishop will lay up his pastoral staff on Saturday 3 December
2022 at St John’s Cathedral and then take a period of leave until the resignation date.

ST PETER’S PARTNERSHIPS
PANTRY HELP WITH BRIBIE ISLAND NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE
We are continuing to collect pantry items each week which
we pass on to Bribie Island and District Neighbourhood
Centre for distribution to those in need in our community.
The following items are helpful - pasta, spaghetti sauce,
other pasta sauces, rice, cooking oil, 2 minute noodles,
cuppa soup, longlife milk, tea bags, coffee, sugar, jams,
peanut butter, vegemite, cereals, fruit juices, muesli bars
and tinned items like tuna, salmon, sardines, soups,
meals, vegetables, spaghetti and baked beans. Items can
be placed in the marked box in the narthex.

DRIVE THROUGH COVID-19 TESTING WITH 4CYTE PATHOLOGY
COVID-19 tests are available here at St Peter’s Monday to Friday from 8am to 3pm,
no appointment is needed. You may either get a referral from your GP or you may
obtain one on site when you attend to get tested. Patients should bring ID and
Medicare card. COVID testing is bulk billed.

COOINDA HALL PARTNERS
Chair Yoga - Monday @ 8.30am - Lenora - 0449 141 290
Yoga for Health - Tuesday and Thursday @ 10am - Maggie Coombs - 0400 250 520
Yoga - Monday @ 5.30pm + Wednesday @ 5.10pm - Nick Eady - 0437 233 930

SUNDAY 4 SEPTEMBER - ORDINARY 23
Readings – Jeremiah 18.1-11; Psalm 139.1-5, 12-18; Philemon 1-25;
Luke 14.25-35.
Sentence – Whoever does not carry the cross and follow Jesus cannot be his
disciple. (Luke 14.27)
Prayer of the day – God of the ages, you call the Church to keep watch in the world
and to discern the signs of the times: grant us the wisdom that your Spirit bestows,
so that with courage we may proclaim your prophetic word, and complete the work
you have set before us; through your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - The Gospel passage this week we hear Jesus’ teaching take a
sobering turn as he underlines the demands of discipleship. Since his first public
healing, the exorcism of a man subjugated by “an unclean demon” (4:33-37), Jesus
has been sought by crowds of people yearning to hear his wise teachings and be
healed of their afflictions. The Gospel of Luke is crowded with crowds who are
“filled with awe” (5:26) at Jesus’ words and deeds. Multitudes hear Jesus’ Sermon
on the Plain (6:17-49); a large crowd watches as Jesus raises a widow’s son at
Nain; they glorify God, praising Jesus as “a great prophet” (7:11-17). A captivating
teacher and wonder-worker, Jesus is acclaimed and followed by thousands (9:14;
12:1). In our passage, Jesus warns that following him will require that disciples
“hate” their family members and “even life itself” (14:26), choosing instead the path
of the cross. The Matthean version of this shared tradition is milder: Jesus says
those who love family members more than they love him are not worthy of him
(Matthew 10:37). In Jewish traditions, “hate” is used regularly of the animosity
between actual enemies, to be sure. But it is also used in binary wisdom aphorisms
employing “love” and “hate” as paradigmatic responses of discernment: the wicked
are said to hate discipline, justice, and knowledge, while the righteous hate
wickedness, falsehood, and gossip. Luke 14:26 is not advocating intense hostility
toward kin and life, but, rather, is promoting the steadfast refusal to allow
something less valuable to displace something more valuable. Luke has crafted a
brilliant paradox here: the building project is no measurable structure of clay and
timber but the kingdom of God, and the battle, already underway, is being waged
on no earthly battlefield. Would-be disciples must acknowledge at the outset that
following Jesus will cost them everything, and they cannot know what lies ahead
until they take up the cross and follow their Lord. When facing adversity, disciples
must look daily neither to kinship networks nor to some other resource or power to
save them. They must look only to Jesus. Jesus concludes with a powerful
statement symbolising what he has just been saying: those who follow him must be
ready to give up everything they have (14:33). In view here are “possessions” in
the fullest sense: not simply discrete objects, but all the holdings that entangle
Jesus’ disciples in the business of securing their families’ flourishing, all the things
they tend and over which they exercise managerial obligations, everything for
which they plan and work and negotiate. Following Jesus must be at the heart of all
that a disciple undertakes.

.

SUNDAY 11 SEPTEMBER - ORDINARY 24
Readings – Jeremiah 4.11-12, 22-28; Psalm 14; 1 Timothy 1.1-2, 12-19a;
Luke 15.1-10.
Sentence – I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one
sinner who repents. (Luke 15.10)
Prayer of the day – Undaunted you seek the lost, O God, exultant you bring home
the found: touch our hearts with grateful wonder at the tenderness of your
forbearing love; grant us delight in the mercy that has found us; and bring all to
rejoice at the feast of forgiven sinners. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ,
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever
and ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - Luke 15 begins with the ever-present concern for the company
one keeps with the Pharisees and scribes’ grumbling. Jesus, however, changes the
stakes of the conversation in the parables that follow: “Which one of you, having a
hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the
wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it?” The wilderness of
Judaea is hilly and has many places sheep could navigate but humans could not,
which could make the sheep difficult to find. The myriad predators would have
rendered the sheep vulnerable. The shepherd looks for the sheep with supposedly
little hope of finding it or finding it alive. Against all odds to the contrary, the
shepherd discovers the sheep and restores it to the flock. Likewise, a woman who
loses a drachma lights her home and sweeps it until she discovers it. The woman
finds the drachma and invites her friends to celebrate with her. In both parables,
the shepherd and the woman are responsible for both the loss and the recovery.
Neither the sheep nor the coin repent, nor is it expected that they would. Upon
recovering the sheep and the coin, respectively, the shepherd and the woman call
their neighbours and friends to rejoice with them. The measure of rejoicing might
suggest to us that the recovered object was irretrievably lost and its recovery was
unlikely, if not impossible. Luke correlates the lost sheep and drachma with sinners
and the rejoicing ones with heavenly beings. Commentators frequently associate
the shepherd and the woman with God, prudently associating God with these
characters after the sought-after object has been lost but not before. If God is the
one who searches, is God also the one who loses the objects? While sitting with
this question may prove a fruitful endeavour for some, here hearkening to the
notion of imprint is instructive. To lose a sinner would be tantamount to losing part
of Godself, inasmuch as the sinner bears the imprint of the Creator. The recovery
of the sinner is, then, not simply the recovery of something that has been lost; it is
the recovery of God’s image-bearer. What is more, it is the recognition that God’s
imprint is enduring, even on tax collectors and sinners. In response to the charge
that Jesus associates with tax collectors and sinners, Jesus’s response is,
“Obviously.”.
Question for Scripture Reflection
1. Throughout the Gospel of Luke, Jesus dines with the poor and the rich, the tax
collectors, sinners, and the Pharisees. What, then, might Luke be trying to
imprint upon us?

SUNDAY 18 SEPTEMBER - ORDINARY 25
Readings – Jeremiah 8.18-9.1; Psalm 79.1-9; 1 Timothy 2.1-10; Luke 16.1-13.
Sentence – You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich,
yet for your sake he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich.
(2 Corinthians 8.9).
Prayer of the day – O God, you are rich in love for your people: show us the
treasure that endures and, when we are tempted by greed, call us back into your
service and make us worthy to be entrusted with the wealth that never fails. We
ask this through your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - The Gospel text for this week can be interpreted in various
ways. The story itself sounds quite contemporary. A dishonest manager is about to
lose his job because he has misspent his employer’s assets. Because he doesn’t
want to do manual labour or receive charity, he goes around to all the people who
owe his employer money and reduces their debts. He does this so that they will be
hospitable to him after he loses his job. To our surprise, the employer commends
the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. Why is he commended? And, why
does Luke include this story in his Gospel? To begin to answer these questions, we
can note that this parable serves as a bridge between the stories of the Prodigal
Son (15:11-32) and the Rich Man and Lazarus (16:19-31). Like the prodigal in the
preceding story, our dishonest manager has “squandered” what was entrusted to
him (15:13; 16:1). And, like the story that follows, this parable begins with the
phrase, “There was a rich man” (16:1, 19). Although our dishonest manager does
not repent (like the prodigal) or act virtuously (like Lazarus), he nonetheless does
something with the rich man’s wealth that reverses the existing order of things. In
Luke, reversals of status are at the heart of what happens when Jesus and the
kingdom of God appear. The proud are “scattered” (which translates the same
word for “squandered”: dieskorpisen). The powerful are brought down and the lowly
lifted; the hungry are filled and the rich are sent away empty. But why does the
employer commend the dishonest manager for being shrewd? Of course, his
commendation could be ironic. But if it’s not ironic, then why is the manager being
commended? Some commentators have suggested that the manager has reduced
his own commission in the debts owed and that this is what is being commended.
Yet others have suggested more generally that the employer is simply
commending the manager for responding shrewdly to a difficult circumstance. The
word for “shrewd” here (phronimos) can also be translated as “prudent” or “wise”
(16:8). So why is our dishonest manager shrewd? Even though he is still sinner
who is looking out for his own interests (6:32-34), he models behaviour the
disciples can emulate. Instead of simply being a victim of circumstance, he
transforms a bad situation into one that benefits him and others.
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. In this story, Jesus is speaking about the principle of being a good steward
(manager). Why do you think we should learn from Jesus using a negative
example of stewardship instead of a positive one?
2. How are you demonstrating stewardship over your gifts, talents, and abilities?

SUNDAY 25 SEPTEMBER - ORDINARY 26
Readings – Jeremiah 32.1-3a, 6-15; Psalm 91.1-6, 14-16; 1 Timothy 6.6-19;
Luke 16.19-31.
Sentence – Confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that
you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. (James
5.16)
Prayer of the day – O God, from whom light rises in darkness for those who seek
you: grant us, in all our doubts and uncertainties, the grace to ask what you would
have us do, that in your light we may see light, and in your narrow path may not
stumble; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - As much as we would like to spiritualise the story of the Rich
Man and Lazarus, it is very difficult to explain away its central message, especially
given what Luke has to say about money and possessions elsewhere in his
Gospel. The fates of these two individuals after death are very much tied to their
experiences of wealth and poverty in this life. Luke, in particular, stresses the way
the status of the rich and the poor is reversed in the kingdom of God. When Jesus
is conceived in Mary’s womb, she exults that the hungry have been filled and the
rich sent away empty. In the Sermon on the Plain, Jesus tells the poor that God
favours them and that the kingdom of God belongs to them, but he warns the rich
of what is to come since they have already received their consolation in this life.
Luke makes clear that the poor are a focus of Jesus’ ministry. In his inaugural
sermon, Jesus declares that he has been anointed by the Spirit of the Lord “to
bring good news to the poor”. Jesus admonishes his followers not just to invite to
their parties the friends and neighbours who can repay them, but to extend their
invitations to “the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind” (14:13). This is
echoed when Jesus describes the kingdom of God as a wedding banquet where
the invitation has been extended to “the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind”
(14:21). Yet if the poor have good news preached to them, then the rich receive a
somewhat different message. The rich young ruler who asks Jesus how he can
inherit eternal life is told that he is to sell all he has and distribute the money to the
poor. When this makes him sad (because of his wealth) Jesus comments that the
rich tend to have more difficulty entering the kingdom of God (18:18-30). Like the
rich fool, the wealthy store their treasure in ever larger barns they cannot take with
them after they die (12:8-21). They may store up “treasures for themselves,” but
they are not “rich toward God” (12:21). But being “rich toward God” — and having
“treasure in heaven”– is not just about piety. It is also about selling possessions
and distributing wealth to the poor (12:33; 18:22). After he encounters Jesus,
Zacchaeus gives half of his possessions to the poor and repays anyone he has
defrauded four times as much (19:1-10). As the church emerges in Acts, new
converts would “sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all,
as any had need” (2:45; 4:32-34)..
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. How do I actively care for those who are less fortunate than myself? (Luke 16)
2. Who are we called to warn? (Luke 16.28)

