EASTER SERVICES
Maundy Thursday - 7pm
Good Friday - 9.30am
Easter Sunday - 7.30am & 9.30am
ABM Lent and Good Friday Appeal
Your gift will change the lives of many
communities living in poverty. Funds from this
appeal will support many AID Sustainable
Communities projects like the Al Ahli Child
Nutrition Project which runs in a busy wing of the
Al Ahli Hospital in Gaza. There are many babies
born severely underweight.

WEEKLY SERVICES
Sunday - 7.30am & 9.30am
Wednesday - 10am

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS
PARISH
PRIEST
/ RECTOR
Fr
Steven
Schwarzrock

Rev Steven Schwarzrock
3408 3191
rector@stpetersbribie.org.au
CHURCHWARDENS
Kay Benson 3408 1058
Margaret Peterson 5497 6978
Greg Rollason 3408 1998
PARISH OFFICE
(Wed & Fri - 9am to 12pm)
3408 3191
office@stpetersbribie.org.au
WEBSITE
www.stpetersbribie.org.au

Other projects include strengthening communities
in the Philippines by teaching them vital skills, or
supporting women in Kenya to raise poultry for
improved family nutrition. Or your gift can support
AID’s partners to gain training themselves so that
they can continue to provide much-needed
support to their local communities. If you would
like to support this appeal, please place your
donation in an envelope marked ‘ABM’ or make a
direct deposit into the Parish Account with the
description ‘ABM’.

ONLINE GIVING BY CREDIT CARD
OR DEBIT CARD
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/TIM/?
BillerCode=1730050
ONLINE GIVING BY DIRECT
DEPOSIT
Ac Name - Bribie Island Parish
BSB - 704-901
Account Number - 00000040
POSTAL ADDRESS
PO Box 1087 Bongaree 4507

PARISH NOTICES
Online Sunday Worship - A new online service is available each Sunday via Vimeo, FaceBook
or our Webpage.
COVID Safety - Please do not attend St Peter’s if you have COVID-19 symptoms (cough,
fever, sore throat, fatigue, or shortness of breath).
Morning Tea - Morning Tea will be held in Cooinda after both Sunday Services on the 3rd
and 17th April.
Palm Cross Construction - Jon and Jan White are organising to make Palm Crosses at their
home on Wednesday 6th April at 9.30am. If you would like to attend, please ring them on
0419 667 213 for their address.
Palm Sunday Decorating - We are looking for people willing to help decorate the church on
Saturday 9th April at 9.30am for the Palm Sunday service. If you can assist, please contact
the office, speak to Debbie Eustace or just come along. Palm fronds will be provided.
World Day of Prayer (RESCHEDULED) - World Day of Prayer by England, Wales and Northern
Ireland will be held at Little Flower Catholic Church, First Avenue Bongaree on Friday 8 April
at 1.30pm. Please bring a plate of food to share for afternoon tea. Speak to Shirley Todd or
Rhonda MacKenzie-Mowle for more information.
Parish Movie Night - St. Peter’s is hosting a showing of the movie “Downtown Abbey - A
New Era” as a church fundraiser on Thursday 28th April at 7.00pm at the Bribie Cinema.
Tickets cost $20 and cover admission to the movie with either a choc top icecream or a small
popcorn. Tickets are available for purchase from Greg Rollason 0431598560, Margaret
Peterson 54976978 , Kay Benson 34081058 or the office.
Dinner Party Raffle - Tickets are now available for the Dinner Party Raffle. The prize is a
three course meal plus wine and after dinner treat for 6 delivered to your door on either
Friday 20th or Saturday 21st May. Tickets are $5 each and may be purchased from Margaret
Peterson and Frankie Park.
Date Claimer - Cursillo Ultreya Service at St. Peter’s on Saturday 28th May commencing at
Noon with BYO Lunch. Worship and singing to commence at 1pm followed by afternoon tea.
For further information please contact Reverend Marilyn Cullen macullen59@gmail.com
Vaccination Requirements - It is now a requirement for all those attending Sunday and
Wednesday services at St Peter’s to be vaccinated (two shots) or hold a medical exemption.
This decision is not made to exclude people but rather to make St Peter’s as safe a space as
possible for all people especially the vulnerable Parishioners. If you, or someone you know,
who would like to attend St Peter’s is impacted by this requirement please contact Fr Steven.
Rosters - Interested in joining our worship team as an av operator, reader or intercessor?
Please speak to Fr Steven (3408 3191) or Margaret Peterson (5497 6978).
Musicians - Music plays a significant role in how we worship here at St Peter’s, and we are
blessed with a dedicated team of musicians who play for or services each Sunday. We would
love to add some members to this team. If you have the skills and willingness to assist please
speak to Fr Steven.
Milestones - It is our tradition at St Peter’s to note people’s birthdays in weekly and monthly
publications, including special celebrations like 80th and 90th birthdays. If you would prefer

Those in Need - Hilda Smith, Geoff Thomas, Myra Milner, David
Lower, Janet Berry, Blake Kubler, Arthur Wells, Naz Hudda.
Continuing Prayer List - Elva Woods, Kaye Bush, Phillipa Booth,
Nicholas & Elizabeth Kubler.
To add someone to the prayer list please email office@stpetersbribie.org.au

CELEBRATIONS
April Birthdays - Priscilla Hancox (1st), Myra Milner (1st), Diane
Carr (3rd), Lizzie Cooke (4th), Ellen Newby (6th), Marie Hauser
(8th), Molly Clent (9th), Bev Birt (10th), Betty Clark (11th), Bev
Stafford (15th), Dianne Thatcher (17th), John Campbell (20th),
Catherine Campbell (24th), Norma Fowler (24th), Liz Little (25th),
Bev Nehmer (25th), Kathryn Wilson (27th).

ST PETER’S PARTNERSHIPS
PANTRY HELP WITH BRIBIE ISLAND NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE
We are continuing to collect pantry items each week which
we pass on to Bribie Island and District Neighbourhood
Centre for distribution to those in need in our community.
The following items are helpful - pasta, spaghetti sauce,
other pasta sauces, rice, cooking oil, 2 minute noodles,
cuppa soup, longlife milk, tea bags, coffee, sugar, jams,
peanut butter, vegemite, cereals, fruit juices, muesli bars
and tinned items like tuna, salmon, sardines, soups,
meals, vegetables, spaghetti and baked beans. Items can
be placed in the marked box in the narthex.

DRIVE THROUGH COVID-19 TESTING WITH 4CYTE PATHOLOGY
COVID-19 tests are available here at St Peter’s Monday to Friday from 8am to 3pm,
no appointment is needed. You may either get a referral from your GP or you may
obtain one on site when you attend to get tested. Patients should bring ID and
Medicare card. COVID testing is bulk billed.

COOINDA HALL PARTNERS
Yoga for Health - Tuesday and Thursday @ 10am - Maggie Coombs - 0400 250 520
Yoga - Monday @ 5.30pm + Wednesday @ 5.10pm - Nick Eady - 0437 233 930

SUNDAY 3 APRIL – LENT 5
Readings - Isaiah 43.16-21; Psalm 126; Philippians 3.3-14; John 12.1-8.
Sentence - Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come
home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves. (Psalm 126.6)
Prayer of the day - Christ, whose feet were caressed with perfume and a woman’s
hair, you humbly took a basin and towel and washed the feet of your friends: wash
us also in your tenderness, that, embracing your service freely, we may accept no
other bondage in your name. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - The season of Lent is a time for deeper self-reflection than at
other times during the Christian calendar. As part of this religious season, the
Gospel passage should encourage many Christians to reflect on our attachment to
finances. Among other things, the story provokes a comparison between Mary and
Judas and the relationship of these two biblical characters to Jesus. Along these
lines, the passage describes the understanding of how finances relate to the Jesus
movement within this setting. For Mary, the cost of the sacrifice was irrelevant. For
Judas, symbolic actions should be cost-effective. The narrator informs readers of
the insincerity of Judas’ public pronouncement but chooses not to reveal any more
insight into Mary’s thoughts. If we focus only on finances, however, we may miss
the heart of the story; that is, it is an account that encourages readers to think more
about death, the preparation of the dead, and the absence of the dead. If nothing
else, Lent is a season to reflect on death, the crucified one’s and our own inevitable
deaths. The activity of Mary, though described in only one verse (12:3), is the
action around which the scene revolves. On the one hand, her act is intimate (she
wipes Jesus’ feet with her own hair). Her activity also touches other senses
because the anointing action is a reminder that death touches even the nostrils
(“The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume”). The preparation for
death should provoke our senses. Within the narrative, the smell of the ointment
replaces the stench of (Lazarus’s) death just a few verses prior (see 11:39). Death
has a smell, one that many people recognise. For those aware of Mary’s purpose,
an act of burial preparation, even the pleasant-smelling oils would remind the
senses that death was in the air. On the other hand, the narrative spends less time
reflecting on this preparation than on reactions to it, from Judas and Jesus (12:5-8).
The focus of the passage moves readers beyond death back to the use of money
and the poor. For Judas, it was an either/or scenario. Even if his remark was
sincere, which the narrator insisted was not the case, it took the wrong approach to
lived reality. Jesus did not intend to say “hey, don’t worry about the poor.” Rather,
Jesus’ comment falls in line with the spirit of the Torah as in Deuteronomy 15:11,
“Since there will never cease to be some in need on the earth, I therefore
command you, ‘Open your hand to the poor and needy neighbour in your land’.”
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. In what ways does Mary’s extravagance speak to you or make you uneasy?
(John 12:1-8)
2. If you prayed, “Restore our fortunes,” what would you be asking for? (Ps 126:4)
3. What is the connection between knowing the power of Jesus’ resurrection and
sharing his suffering? (Philippians 3:10)

SUNDAY 10 APRIL – PALM SUNDAY
Readings - Isaiah 50. 4-9a; Psalm 31.9-18; Philippians 2.5-11; Luke 22.14-23.56
Prayer of the day - Almighty and everlasting God, of your tender love towards us
you sent your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, to take upon him our flesh, and to
suffer death upon the cross, that all should follow the example of his great humility:
mercifully grant that we may both follow the example of his patience, and also be
made partakers of his resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - Passion Sunday is a unique moment in the worship life of the
church. It is a day on which we hear not one, but two gospel texts. I will be offering
reflections on the second text, the passion narrative from Luke, which takes us
from the Passover meal in “a large room upstairs” to Jesus’ burial in the new tomb
in the garden, one hundred and thirteen verses. The passion narrative is one of the
few things that appears in each of the four gospels. While each gospel tells this
story, for each writer there is a different goal and focus, and they understand what
happened in different ways. Each is writing to a different community, just as you
are preaching to a unique community. Therefore, it is important, on this day, to
focus on what Luke is trying to communicate. In the opening of his gospel, Luke
writes that he has set out to provide an “orderly account,” in order to answer the
central question asked throughout the gospel, “If you are the Messiah, tell us,”
(Luke 22:67). Jesus of Nazareth, the teacher and healer who has now been
arrested is, as the angels declared at his birth, “a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the
Lord” (Luke 2:11). Why has Jesus been arrested? They accuse him of declaring
himself to be the Son of God, the “Messiah, a king” (Luke 23:2). When he hears
these accusations, while Jesus never agrees, he also never denies these charges.
It is in Luke’s gospel that we witness the exchange between the thieves crucified
with Jesus. It is one of the thieves who declares that Jesus has done nothing
wrong. The innocence of Jesus is important for Luke. Pilate declares several times
that he cannot see that Jesus is guilty of any of the charges. And finally, the
centurion who, in Mark and Matthew’s gospels declares Jesus upon his death, the
Son of God, in Luke’s gospel announces, “Certainly this man was innocent” (Luke
23:47). When the repentant thief asks Jesus to remember him, the dying man is
given the news that we all long to hear, “Today you will be with me in Paradise”
(Luke 23:43). Luke wants us to know that Jesus does not feel out of control or
abandoned. Unlike in Mark and Matthew’s gospels, Jesus does not cry out that he
has been forsaken (Mark 15:34, Matthew 27:4). Jesus, in Luke’s gospel, takes
control at the end. The other three gospels tell us that Jesus “breathed his last”
(Matthew 27:50; Mark 15:39), or “gave up his spirit” (John 19:30). Yet in Luke, from
the cross, Jesus cries out, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit” (23:46).
At his baptism, Jesus had heard God declare to him, “You are my Son” (Luke
3:22). Jesus is now ready to return to the one who sent him.
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. The willingness to suffer in Isaiah 50:6 sounds like Jesus. When is this
appropriate and inappropriate today?
2. If you believed deep down that your times were in God’s hands, what difference
would it make? (Psalm 31:15)
3. Who are some people you admire who you view as servants? How do they
serve? (Luke 22:24-27)

SUNDAY 17 APRIL – EASTER DAY
Readings - Acts 10.34-43; Hymn to the Risen Christ; 1 Corinthians 15.19-26; John
20.1-18
Sentence - This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
(Luke 24.34; Psalm 118.24)
Prayer of the day - God of glory, fill your Church with the power that flows from
Christ’s resurrection, that, in the midst of this sinful world, it may signal the
beginning of a renewed humanity, raised to new life with Christ; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - Early in the morning, carrying spices, the women were there to
do the final preparations of their teacher’s, their friend’s body. This was not what
they expected to discover at the end of their sad journey. I would suggest that the
entire story of God’s relationship with us, God’s creatures, is a story of the
unexpected, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways,
says the Lord” (Isaiah 55: 8). As you reflect upon today’s unexpected news and idle
tale, do what those “dazzling men” told the women to do. Think back, not just to
what Jesus told them, but on all the things that God has done. From the beginning
we have been challenged to see the unexpected, the bewildering and impossible.
God is always doing new things. Out of a formless void came light, water, dry land.
From the clay on a riverbank God formed creatures in God’s own image. We are
told that wolves “shall live with the lamb” (Isaiah 11:6), people walk through the sea
on dry land (Exodus 14:29), and the Word becomes flesh and dwells among us”
(John 1: 14). “Do we not perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:19). Are we willing to believe that
“Nothing will be impossible with God” (Luke 1:37)? We see God do impossible
things every day; unfortunately we ignore or dismiss them. We look the other way,
or we search for a plausible explanation. Easter is not the time to offer a scientific,
plausible account. Once again, God has done the impossible, death had no
dominion over the holy one. We need to take Easter courage to proclaim this news,
first from Jesus. He continued to teach and proclaim the good news despite the
thick headedness of his listeners. Peter refused to listen when Jesus told his
friends what was going to happen. “Get behind me, Satan!” (Matthew 16:23) Over
and over Jesus had watched them ignore what they saw happen before their very
eyes. They had watched Jesus feed an enormous hillside of people, walk to them
through a storm, and still, “their hearts were hardened” (Mark 6:52). We need to
take our encouragement and follow the example of that excited crowd of women.
They burst into that locked room telling everything to their friends. They didn’t care
about the looks on the faces of their listeners. They didn’t wait for a chorus of
“Jesus Christ is Risen Today”! They had amazing news they had to share, even if
those in the room thought it was an “idle tale.” Finally, we need to turn away from
what is not there, focusing instead on the good news. As the men asked the
women, “Why do you look for the living among the dead?” God’s ways are not our
ways. God is always doing a new thing, every day! We who have met the risen
Christ are to join the women in telling “all of this” on Easter Sunday morning. And
may we be emboldened by the reminder that has been woven throughout the
gospels: “Do not be afraid,” tell all that you have seen.

SUNDAY 24 APRIL – EASTER 2
Readings - Acts 5.27-32; Psalm 118.14-29; Revelation 1.4-8; John 20.19-31
Sentence - Jesus said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ (John 20.27)
Prayer of the day - Living God, for whom no door is closed, no heart is locked:
draw us beyond our doubts, till we see your Christ and touch his wounds where
they bleed in others. This we ask through Christ our Saviour, who lves and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - According to the majority of English translations, the purpose of
John’s gospel is that hearers will either come to “believe” or continue to “believe”
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. This “believing” is important because,
through it, the hearers will have life in Jesus’ name (20:31). And, the immediately
preceding verses (20:24-29) are all about Thomas “believing”, or are they? The
Greek root behind the English “believe” is pist. While overwhelmingly rendered as
faith (for the noun) or believe (for the verb) in English New Testament translations,
its vocabulary range fully includes the concept of “trust”. John employs the verb
rather than the noun and, according to Jouette Bassler, the nuances of the Greek
verb “range from trusting in something (or someone), relying on something (or
someone), to believing something is true.” The English verb “believe” has a
predominantly cognitive emphasis, our “brain” either assents or not. Trust, on the
other hand, is more relational and exists on a spectrum, often encompassing the
feelings that influence our thoughts and actions. Hence, we often associate
believing with our “heads” and trusting with our “hearts”. Re-reading John 20:27-31
embracing the nuance of trust inherent in pist we find: Jesus’ words to Thomas:
“Do not be distrusting but trusting” and “Are you trusting because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to trust.” The
purpose of the gospel: “ … written so that you may come to trust that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through trusting you may have life in his name.”
Trust opens doors: even in risky situations. Our passage depicts a community
immobilised by fear after Jesus’ crucifixion, and Jesus’ task is to re-mobilise them.
The inherent risk to the disciples is precisely why trust is needed. Risk and trust go
hand-in-hand; the amount of risk one is willing to take is dependent upon the
amount of trust one has. “One does not need to risk anything in order to trust;
however, one must take a risk in order to engage in trusting action” risk is the
indispensable ingredient that transforms trust into trusting action. This highlights
the pivotal nature of the resurrection appearances for the formation of the
disciples—the very risky post-crucifixion situation is the fertile ground upon which
their trust in Jesus can grow.
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. In what settings today is it relevant to think about obeying God rather than
human authorities? (Acts 5:29)
2. In Revelation 1:4-8 Jesus is given many names and descriptions. Which ones
speak to you? Why?
3. In what ways do you relate to Thomas? How has God responded when you
express doubts? (John 20:24-29)

