PARISH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Due to the inclement weather the AGM was not held
on the set date. The Parish Annual General Meeting
will now be held on Sunday 13 March at 8.45am. The
meeting will be held in St Peter’s. You may join us in
person or by Zoom. To join by Zoom use the following
log in details (Meeting ID: 340 831 9100 / Passcode:
34083191) or click on the following link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3408319100?pwd=bDV4c
UE3QktBOUlqL0ZjYlZKQUhPZz09
Rector’s Churchwarden Appointment
At the AGM Fr Steven will be appointing Greg Rollason
as his nominee for Churchwarden for the coming year.
Nominations for Parish Elections
Churchwarden (2 to be elected) - Kay Benson,
Debbie Eustace, Margaret Peterson
Parish Nominator (3 to be elected) - Kay Benson,
Greg Rollason, Margaret Peterson
Parish Councillor - Kay Benson, Lynne Hooper,
Margaret Peterson, Peter Thatcher.
Election for Churchwarden
Elections for the position of Churchwarden will be held
by prepoll. Parish Electors can vote in person after
services this week or by arranging an appointment with
Fr Steven. Fr Steven is willing to visit you at home to
help you complete your confidential voting. Parish
Electors who are unable to prepoll in person may
submit their vote to Fr Steven by email, by emailing
bribieagm@gmail.com (please note Fr Steven will be
the only person with access to this email address).
Prepoll voting will close at 6pm on Saturday 12 March.

WEEKLY SERVICES
Sunday - 7.30am & 9.30am
Wednesday - 10am
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PARISH NOTICES
Online Sunday Worship - A new online service is available each Sunday via Vimeo, FaceBook
or our Webpage.
COVID Safety - Please do not attend St Peter’s if you have COVID-19 symptoms (cough,
fever, sore throat, fatigue, or shortness of breath).
Morning Tea - Morning Tea will be held in Cooinda after both Sunday Services on the 6th
and 20th March.
Parish AGM - The Parish AGM will be held on Sunday 13 March at 8.45am, please read first
page of the Beacon for details.
Lenten Study Groups - The Parish is running two Lenten Study Groups, Monday afternoon at
2pm and Wednesday morning at 11am. These groups will be held in St Peter’s. All are
welcome.
Singing Group - Singing Group will resume on Monday 7 March. Singing group meets in St
Peter’s from 4pm to 5pm each Monday afternoon during school terms.
Date Claimer - Cursillo Ultreya Service at St. Peter’s on Saturday 28th May commencing at
Noon with BYO Lunch. Worship and singing to commence at 1pm followed by afternoon tea.
For further information please contact Reverend Marilyn Cullen macullen59@gmail.com
Request - There has been an increase in conversations happening during the sermon and
prayers. These conversations are making it difficult for others to focus on what is being said
from the lectern and the altar. If you need to have a conversation while the minister or
readers are speaking, could you please move outside to have this conversation. Fr Steven.
Flood Appeal - If you would like to make a donation to the Archbishop’s Emergency Flood
Appeal, please place your donation in an envelope marked ‘Flood’ or make a direct deposit
into the Parish Account with the description ‘Flood’. Parish Council has agreed to donate
$1,000 from the Parish to this appeal. Any funds received from Parishioners will be added to
this amount.
Replacement Organ - At the last meeting of Parish Council it was decided to purchase the
“Johannus One” keyboard which will cost around $8,000.
Vaccination Requirements - It is now a requirement for all those attending Sunday and
Wednesday services at St Peter’s to be vaccinated (two shots) or hold a medical exemption.
This decision is not made to exclude people but rather to make St Peter’s as safe a space as
possible for all people especially the vulnerable Parishioners. If you, or someone you know,
who would like to attend St Peter’s is impacted by this requirement please make contact
with Fr Steven.
Rosters - Interested in joining our worship team as an av operator, reader or intercessor?
Please speak to Fr Steven (3408 3191) or Margaret Peterson (5497 6978).
Musicians - Music plays a significant role in how we worship here at St Peter’s, and we are
blessed with a dedicated team of musicians who play for or services each Sunday. We would
love to add some members to this team. If you have the skills and willingness to assist please
speak to Fr Steven.
Milestones - It is our tradition at St Peter’s to note people’s birthdays in weekly and monthly
th

th

Those in Need - Hilda Smith, Geoff Thomas, Myra Milner, David
Lower, Janet Berry, Blake Kubler, Arthur Wells, Naz Hudda.
Continuing Prayer List - Elva Woods, Kaye Bush, Phillipa Booth,
Nicholas & Elizabeth Kubler.
To add someone to the prayer list please email office@stpetersbribie.org.au

CELEBRATIONS
March Birthdays - Lyn Bellert (2nd), Vivienne Bourne (2nd),
Maureen Gough (3rd), Brian Newell (3rd), Joyce Sereant (14th),
Trish Watson (15th), David Wiseman (15th), Ian Gallagher (18th),
Bob Cunningham (19th), Hester Pullos (21st), Lorraine McClear
(22nd), Barry Robertson (22nd), Marilyn Cullen (23rd), Margaret
Hardy (24th), Greg Bean (27th), Peter Thatcher (29th), Jean
Woodward (30th).
Special Birthdays - Congratulations to Bob Cunningham who will celebrate his 90th birthday
on Saturday 19th March and Barry Robertson who will celebrate his 80th on Tuesday 22nd
March.

ABM Lent and
Good Friday Appeal
Your gift will change the lives of many communities
living in poverty. Funds from this appeal will support
many AID Sustainable Communities projects like
the Al Ahli Child Nutrition Project which runs in a
busy wing of the Al Ahli Hospital in Gaza. There
are many babies born severely underweight.

Other projects include strengthening communities
in the Philippines by teaching them vital skills, or
supporting women in Kenya to raise poultry for
improved family nutrition. Or your gift can support
AID’s partners to gain training themselves so that
they can continue to provide much-needed support
to their local communities. If you would like to
support this appeal, please place your donation in
an envelope marked ‘ABM’ or make a direct deposit
into the Parish Account with the description ‘ABM’.

MOTHERING SUNDAY COLLECTION (27 MARCH)
On Mothering Sunday each year, the
Mother’s Union asks us as a Parish to
offer financial support for their appointed
Oversea Project. The Overseas Target
Project for this and next year is Disaster
Management and Climate Change in the
Pacific. Funds raised will support Pacific
Islander Nations as they deal with
changes to their environment due to
increasing disruption caused by weather
incidents such as cyclones, the affects of
rising tides on villages and disruption to
communities due to volcanic eruptions.
If you would like to support this appeal
please place your donation in an
envelope marked ‘MU Appeal’ or make a
direct deposit into the Parish Account
with the description ‘MU Appeal’.

ST PETER’S PARTNERSHIPS
PANTRY HELP WITH BRIBIE ISLAND NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE
We are continuing to collect pantry items each week which
we pass on to Bribie Island and District Neighbourhood
Centre for distribution to those in need in our community.
The following items are helpful - pasta, spaghetti sauce,
other pasta sauces, rice, cooking oil, 2 minute noodles,
cuppa soup, longlife milk, tea bags, coffee, sugar, jams,
peanut butter, vegemite, cereals, fruit juices, muesli bars
and tinned items like tuna, salmon, sardines, soups,
meals, vegetables, spaghetti and baked beans. Items can
be placed in the marked box in the narthex.

DRIVE THROUGH COVID-19 TESTING WITH 4CYTE PATHOLOGY
COVID-19 tests are available here at St Peter’s Monday to Friday from 8am to 3pm,
no appointment is needed. You may either get a referral from your GP or you may
obtain one on site when you attend to get tested. Patients should bring ID and
Medicare card. COVID testing is bulk billed.

COOINDA HALL PARTNERS
Yoga for Health - Tuesday and Thursday @ 10am - Maggie Coombs - 0400 250 520
Yoga - Monday @ 5.30pm + Wednesday @ 5.10pm - Nick Eady - 0437 233 930

SUNDAY 6 MARCH – LENT 1
Readings - Deuteronomy 26.1-11; Ps 91.1-2, 9-16; Romans 10.4-13; Luke 4.1-15
Sentence - Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him. (Luke 4.8)
Prayer of the day - O saving God, who led your people through the wilderness and
brought them to the promised land: so guide us that, following our Saviour, we may
walk through the wilderness of this world and be brought to the glory of the world
which is to come; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - As Christians begin Lent, Luke 4:1-13 reminds us of the
premise and power of following the Spirit in the wilderness for a forty-day journey.
An aspect of this passage that has always struck me is what (or better who) led
Jesus into the wilderness. It is the Spirit. That, at first, could seem strange. One
could wonder why the Spirit would fill Jesus and lead him into the wilderness. That
is where he, under duress, would be tempted by the Diabolic One. Yet, in Luke and
its companion volume, Acts of the Apostles, the Spirit fills people and leads them
into trials, uncertainties, and wildernesses. For example, in Luke 1:41, John the
Baptist in the womb of his mother Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. By Luke
3, John is in the wilderness critiquing Roman tax-collectors, military personnel, and
Herod. His critique gets him prosecuted. In Luke 4, the Spirit that had filled John
and overshadowed Mary (Luke 1:35) descended on Jesus (Luke 3:22), and now it
leads him into the wilderness. By the time Jesus leaves the wilderness, he returns
to Galilee in the power of the Spirit (Luke 4:14). In Jesus’ exchange with the
Diabolic One, we can glean how he navigates the wilderness successfully and with
true power. Each of the three trials that the Diabolic One presents raises a question
about power: Jesus’, the Diabolic One’s, and ultimately God’s. The Diabolic One in
his third trial quotes passages from the Psalms. Perhaps this is his response to
Jesus quoting from the Hebrew Bible to counter his earlier propositions. The
Diabolic One weaves together two psalms to convince Jesus to throw himself down
from the highest point of the Jerusalem Temple. He suggests that God’s angels
would protect Jesus from harm. Jesus counters him again with a passage from the
Torah. The passage from Deuteronomy 6:16 that he quotes recalls when Yahweh
provided water from a rock for the complaining Israelites. They had angered
Yahweh (the Owner, the Lord, kurios) because according to Exodus 17:7 at
Massah they queried “Is Yahweh among us or not?” Hence, in this trial the Diabolic
One attempts to get Jesus to put God on trial. Jesus’ response insinuates that the
Scriptures should not be used to cast doubt on God’s presence with God’s people.
They should not be used for a game of “gotcha” nor should they be recited to serve
selfish interests. Instead, the Scriptures are reminders of God’s powerful presence
with God’s people even in the wilderness. There the Spirit leads them to resist the
allures of the Diabolic One and empire.
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. What are some modern parallels to Jesus’ three temptations? What helps you
resist them? (Luke 4:1-13)
2. What do the metaphors of God as refuge and dwelling place look like in
everyday life for you? (Psalm 91:1)

SUNDAY 13 MARCH – LENT 2
Readings - Genesis 15.1-12, 17-18; Psalm 27; Philippians 3.17-4.1; Luke 13.1-9
Sentence - Our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. (Philippians 3.20)
Prayer of the day - God of our ancestors, whose chosen servant Abraham was
given faith to obey your call and go out into the unknown: endow your Church with
such faith that we may follow you with courage; for the sake of Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
Gospel Reflection - Luke characterizes Jesus as a prophet who takes upon himself
the image of the divine bird. Not quite as the eagle with a nest (Deuteronomy
32:11), but as a hen, he desires to provide shelter under his wings (Psalm 91:4).
Jesus’ prophetic work since Luke 4 has been to live out the words of an earlier
prophet, Isaiah, whom he quotes saying: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the
oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” (Luke 4:18-19) This
message is not always accepted. When Jesus first proclaims it, he is almost thrown
off a cliff in his own hometown (Luke 4:28-30). In this passage, Jesus has received
another death threat, this time from Herod. He does not cower from that
intimidation, but he counters it by calling him a fox. Jesus’ priority does not seem to
be his own safety. He instead is primarily concerned about following the divine
purpose that does not direct him away from danger. It leads him directly into it and
ultimately through it. Luke presents Jesus as a prophet. A significant aspect of his
prophetic identity is Jerusalem’s negative response to him. Jerusalem does not
desire what Jesus desires. Although Jesus’ words are pointed at Jerusalem, we
need not make them about Jewish people more broadly. Jerusalem functions
rhetorically here on several levels. First, the Jerusalem leadership would not have
had the power to execute lethal sentences. Only the Romans wielded that power.
Thus, Jerusalem reflects local leaders under the auspices of empire who conspire
to eradicate a voice that critiqued their power and challenged their authority.
Second, not everyone in Jerusalem and certainly not all Jews were opposed to
Jesus and his message. Hence, there would be some that would exclaim the words
from Psalm 118:26 “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.” Jesus’
critique is not against all Jewish people nor is it against all of the people in
Jerusalem. It is against those who criminalise truth-tellers. One must remember
that Jesus was Jewish. He primarily preached to Jewish people, and his critique
against Jerusalem was akin to an Australian critiquing Canberra. In most cases,
such a critique sounds general, but it is not against all of the people who live there.
The critique is often directed toward particular problems that the critic observes
about the way that things are and their desires for the way that things should be.
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. Jesus compares himself to a hen gathering her brood. Which gospel stories
illustrate that? (Luke 13:34)
2. What does it mean to you to “behold the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his
temple?” (Psalm 27:4)
3. In times of political turmoil, how does it make a difference to know our
citizenship is in heaven? (Philippians 3:26)

SUNDAY 20 MARCH – LENT 3
Readings - Isaiah 55.1-9; Psalm 63.1-9; 1 Corinthians 10.1-13; Luke 13.31-35
Sentence - ‘As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts,’ says the Lord. (Isaiah 55.9)
Prayer of the day - O God, the fountain of life, to a humanity parched with thirst you
offer the living water that springs from the Rock, our Saviour Jesus Christ: stir up
within your people the gift of your Spirit, that we may profess our faith with
freshness and announce with joy the wonder of your love. We ask this through our
Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling? Not here. This time it’s
loudly and pointedly. The passage refers to two events that were probably familiar
to ancient audiences. The details, however, have been lost to time, for Luke is our
only source of information about these tragedies. The grisly mention of Pilate’s
mingling the blood of Galileans with their sacrifices appears to refer to a massacre
of a group of Galilean pilgrims in Jerusalem. The narrative does not reveal why
Pilate slaughtered these people, but the deed nevertheless corresponds with what
other historical writings tell about Pilate’s penchant for brutality. The verse offers an
ominous characterisation of the Roman governor in advance of his appearance in
Jesus’ trial. Perhaps Jesus refers to a tower in the wall around Jerusalem when he
speaks of “the tower of Siloam.” Apparently a structure collapsed without warning
and crushed eighteen hapless Jerusalemites. Jesus seizes on two calamities that
may have been subjects of recent conversation around the local watering hole, one
an instance of state-sanctioned terror, one a random accident. Both saw people
snuffed out with little warning and for no clearly apparent reason. Both kinds of
events lead the rest of us to realise how precarious our existence is. Jesus implies
that the victims did nothing wrong, nothing that caused their demise. He
characterises life as just as capricious as it is nasty, brutish, and short. Although
these events might allow Jesus an opportunity to defend God against charges of
mismanaging the universe, he does not go that route. Jesus only implies that we
must not equate tragedy with divine punishment. Sin does not make atrocities
come. They just come. Life’s fragility gives it urgency. Jesus turns attention away
from disasters, victims, and “why?” questions to address those of us who thus far
have survived the hazards of the universe and human society. We should not
mistake our good fortune as evidence of God’s special blessing. Jesus wants to
talk about repentance. The need for repentance is a universal condition, shared by
random victims and finger-crossing survivors. When Jesus says, twice, “unless you
repent you will all perish” like the others did, he does not promise that the godless
will be struck by an asteroid. He refers to death in an eschatological sense, a
destruction of one’s soul. He emphasises the suddenness with which this death
comes. Just as Pilate’s and the tower’s victims did not enjoy the luxury of choosing
the time of their demise, likewise the unrepentant will suddenly find they have
delayed too long and lost themselves.
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. In what ways do you thirst? For what? What do God’s waters, wine and milk
look like in your life? (Isa 55:1)

SUNDAY 27 MARCH – LENT 4
Readings - Joshua 5.2-12; Psalm 32; 2 Corinthians 5.16-21; Luke 15.11-32
Sentence - God has reconciled us to himself through Christ, and given us the
ministry of reconciliation. (2 Corinthians 5.18)
Prayer of the day - God of compassion, you are slow to anger, and full of mercy,
welcoming sinners who return to you with penitent hearts: receive in your loving
embrace all who come home to you, and seat them at your bountiful table, that,
with all your children, they may feast with delight on all that satisfies the hungry
heart. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Saviour, who lives and reigns
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - The Gospel passage for this Sunday contains the Parable of
the Lost Son, one of many parables in this chapter about lost things. Part of
understanding parables involves noting where, when, and how Jesus tells them.
This one comes in response to Pharisees and scribes who criticise Jesus’
fondness for associating with “sinners”. These parables are not really about
something being lost, rather what happens when something lost is recovered. The
first two (15:4-10) declare that finding a lost thing legitimately results in rejoicing.
They also equate finding and recovery with repentance, an idea that was central in
last Sunday’s Gospel reading. By contrast, Jesus’ third parable, in 15:11-32, does
not include the word repentance. It offers a different answer to the scribes and
Pharisees, for the three parables do not simply repeat the same point. The three
parables’ characters evidence a variety, for the third moves away from society’s
more invisible members (shepherds and women) and takes us inside a privileged
family. Furthermore, this is a much thicker parable, not merely due to its length, but
because of its narrative complexity and ambiguities. Jesus’ parables typically
include moments of odd behaviour. These details seize attention through their
strangeness and illustrate the alterity of the kingdom of God. That is, they depict
God’s ways as alien to our usual expectations and to conventional wisdom. Is this
what grace looks like? Is God’s grace a grace so eager to give and restore? Will
not those who value responsibility and propriety consider it dangerously
permissive? Does the younger son earnestly repent, or is he a manipulative
scoundrel? However we judge the younger son’s motives, still the story retains a
deeply scandalous flavour in the father’s exuberant response to his returned son.
The father welcomes home a loser, as a loser, and restores him to his standing as
a son. Coming home at rock bottom was all he had to do.
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. What do you think is the significance of Luke 15:1-2 as an introduction to the
parable of the prodigal son?
2. What do you think it felt like for the manna to cease? Imagine yourself in that
setting. (Joshua 5:10-12)
3. What does it look like in practice to live “like a horse or a mule, without
understanding”? (Psalm 32:9)

