Two years ago, the news started to speak about
something called COVID-1. None of us could have
comprehended the impact this pandemic was going to
have on our lives. We are blessed to live somewhere
that has only suffered minor impacts of the pandemic.
Now that our boarders are open, all of us will now
know someone who has contracted COVID, including
multiple people who are part of our church family
here at St Peter’s. It has been decided by our Parish
Council to restrict attendance at St Peter’s weekly
services to those who are vaccinated. The purpose of
this is not to exclude anyone from St Peter’s, but
rather Parish Council is striving to make St Peter’s a
safe place for vulnerable members of our church
family. Since Bribie Island is a holiday designation, we
receive a high number of visitors at St Peter’s and the
hope is that this decision will keep the vulnerable at St
Peter’s as safe as possible. I am not aware of any
Parishioners currently attending St Peter’s who are
not vaccinated; therefore to the best of my
knowledge, this decision will not exclude any of our
current attendees from attending worship in person. I
would encourage everyone in our community to get
their vaccination booster. The booster is an important
way to reduce the risk of spreading COVID to those
around us. It is now obvious that we need to adopt
long term strategies for living with COVID in our
community. Each individual needs to feel comfortable
with the level of physical interaction they have with
others to maintain their physical wellbeing. We must
also remember to look after our mental health and
spiritual health. We hope that all parishioners will feel
safe and welcome to be part of our services and
activities here at St Peter’s. Please feel welcome to
reach out to me for a conversation by phone, or to
arrange a home visit by contacting me or the office.
Fr Steven
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PARISH NOTICES
Online Sunday Worship - A new online service is available each Sunday via Vimeo, FaceBook
or our Webpage.
COVID Safety - Please do not attend St Peter’s if you have COVID-19 symptoms (cough,
fever, sore throat, fatigue, or shortness of breath). As per Government Requirements face
masks are required to be worn over your nose and mouth while indoors at church services
and gatherings, including when seated and when singing. Face masks can be removed to
receive communion.
Vaccination Requirements - It is now a requirement for all those attending Sunday and
Wednesday services at St Peter’s to be vaccinated (two shots) or hold a medical exemption.
This decision is not made to exclude people but rather to make St Peter’s as safe a space as
possible for all people especially the vulnerable Parishioners. If you, or someone you know,
who would like to attend St Peter’s is impacted by this requirement please make contact
with Fr Steven.
Morning Tea - Morning Tea will be held in Cooinda after both Sunday Services on the 6th
and 20th February.
AMUA Card Clearance Sale - Mother’s Union are having a clearance and selling all their
cards in the card stand for 50 cents each. Grab a bargain now by buying all the cards you will
need during the year. Money to go in the box in the card stand.
Parish AGM - The Parish Annual General Meeting will be held on Sunday 27 February at
11am. Nominations are called for the positions of Churchwarden, Parish Nominator and
Parish Councillor and these nominations need to be submitted to Fr Steven by Sunday 20
February.
AMUA February Gathering - The first branch gathering for Mother’s Union will be on
Monday 28 February. AMUA is an international Christian charity that seeks to support
families worldwide. In 81 countries, our members share one heartfelt vision – to bring about
a world where God’s love is shown through loving, respectful and flourishing relationships.
All are welcome. If you would like to know more about Mother’s Union please speak to Fr
Steven.
Lenten Study - If you would like a copy of “Conversation With Our Awesome”, a Lenten
Study written by Bishop Bill Ray, please place your name on the list in the Narthex. Studies
cost $10 each, and payment can be made by placing $10 in an envelope marked with your
name and the words “Lenten Study”, in the collection box or by direct debit to the church
account with “Lenten Study” in the description field. Fr Steven will be holding some groups.
Please indicate on the order form if you would like to join a Lenten Study group.
World Day of Prayer – World Day of Prayer will be held at Little Flower Catholic Church (First
Avenue) on Friday 4 March at 1.30pm. Speak to Shirley Todd for more information.
Rosters - Interested in joining our worship team as an av operator, reader or intercessor?
Please speak to Fr Steven (3408 3191) or Margaret Peterson (5497 6978).
Singing Group - Singing Group is currently in recess while the mask mandate is current.
Musicians - Music plays a significant role in how we worship here at St Peter’s and we are
blessed with a dedicated team of musicians who play for or services each Sunday. We would

Those in Need - Geoff Thomas, Myra Milner, Blake Kubler, David
Lower, Janet Berry.
Continuing Prayer List - Elva Woods, Kaye Bush, Phillipa Booth,
Nicholas & Elizabeth Kubler.
To add someone to the prayer list please email office@stpetersbribie.org.au

Those who Grieve
- Barbara Earner died on 18 January. Barbara’s memorial service is being held here at St
Peter’s on Friday 4 February at 2pm. All are welcome to Barbara’s memorial service.
- Evelyn Elbourne died in her sleep 29 January. Evelyn’s funeral is being held in Lilydale
on Friday 4 February at 2pm (Daylight Saving Time). Evelyn’s funeral can be viewed
online at www.williammatthewsfunerals.com.au. To watch live go to that website and
click on the tab ‘Upcoming Funerals’, or after the service a recording can be viewed by
clicking ‘video streaming service’.

CELEBRATIONS
January Birthdays - Carol Freeman (12th), Lynne Hooper (15th),
Lorraine James (15th), Rhonda MacKenzie-Mowle (17th), Norma
Collis (18th), Pam Cumming (18th), Jacqueline Nilsson (20th), Pam
Board (22nd), Ron Colleen (24th), Greg Rosbrook (25th), Brenda
Holford (29th), Raelee Benn (30th), Jim Frost (30th).
Special January Birthday - Congratulations to Ron Collen who celebrated his 80th birthday
on the 24th January.
February Birthdays - Dian Turner (4th), Edgar Askew (6th), Hilda Smith (7th), Barry Shield (8th),
Jocelyn Busse (11th), Christine Gallagher (13th), Geoff Thomas (13th), Michael Pope (15th),
Bob Bimrose (16th), Win Thomas (17th), Dennis Edwards (19th), Lenore Wilson (21st), Jan
Redsell (24th), Bill Dowd (28th).

ST PETER’S PARTNERSHIPS
PANTRY HELP WITH BRIBIE ISLAND NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE
We are continuing to collect pantry items each week which we pass on to Bribie
Island and District Neighbourhood Centre for distribution to those in need in our
community. The following items are helpful - pasta, spaghetti sauce, other pasta
sauces, rice, cooking oil, 2 minute noodles, cuppa soup, longlife milk, tea bags,
coffee, sugar, jams, peanut butter, vegemite, cereals, fruit juices, muesli bars and
tinned items like tuna, salmon, sardines, soups, meals, vegetables, spaghetti and
baked beans. Items can be placed in the marked box in the narthex.

DRIVE THROUGH COVID-19 TESTING WITH 4CYTE PATHOLOGY
COVID-19 tests are available here at St Peter’s Monday to Friday from 8am to 3pm,
no appointment is needed. You may either get a referral from your GP or you may
obtain one on site when you attend to get tested. Patients should bring ID and
Medicare card. COVID testing is bulk billed.

COOINDA HALL PARTNERS

SUNDAY 6 FEBRUARY - EPIPHANY 5
Readings - Isaiah 6.1-8, Psalm 138, 1 Corinthians 15.1-11, Luke 5.1-11.
Sentence - Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, and was
buried, and was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and
appeared to many. (1 Corinthians 15.3-04)
Prayer of the day - Most holy God, in whose presence angels serve in awe, and
whose glory fills all heaven and earth: cleanse our unclean lips and transform us
by your grace so that your word spoken through us may bring many to your
salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - The Gospel passage today contains the well know invitation of
Jesus to become fishers for people. Author Ched Myer says that “There is perhaps
no expression more traditionally misunderstood than Jesus’ invitation to these
workers to become ‘fishers of people.’ This metaphor, despite the grand old
tradition of missionary interpretation, does not refer to the ‘saving of souls,’ as if
Jesus were conferring upon these men instant evangelist status. Rather, the image
is carefully chosen from Jeremiah 16:16, where it is used as a symbol of Yahweh’s
censure of Israel. Elsewhere the ‘hooking of fish’ is a euphemism for judgment
upon the rich (Amos 4:2) and powerful (Ezekiel 29:4). Taking this mandate for his
own, Jesus is inviting common folk to join him in his struggle to overturn the
existing order of power and privilege.” (Binding the Strong Man, p. 132) When we
consider the calling of the disciples in light of this interpretation, it was a calling to
join his cause to bring justice and renewal to their community. A community where
the needs of the oppressed were ignored, and it was to these hard working and
struggling people Jesus came to bring forth his message of hope. As the religious
of the day, we might need to ask ourselves on which side of this judgement do we
sit, are we the workers in the boats Jesus invites to join his cause, or have we
found ourselves in the position of the powerful and privilege who Jesus comes to
overturn. In the coming weeks as we move further into the Gospel of Luke, we will
be confronted with more of Jesus’ challenging teachings, in which he promises
hope for those who struggle and those who go without, and then warns the
privileged that their days are number unless they are caring for others the way they
would expect to be treated. Jesus was a political man on a crusade not only to
teach people about God’s love, but to ensure God’s love was reveal through the
coming of justice for the oppressed. Therefore all followers of Jesus must open
their minds and hearts to the injustices in our society, living lives free of judgement
and full of forgiveness, mercy and kindness.
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. What are the injustices in our community that we are called to speak out about
and act on? (Luke 5)
2. What have you felt called to do that seemed crazy or impractical? (Luke 5:4-6)
3. When has gloom (actual or figurative) make you unable to trust God? (Isaiah 6)
4. How does the psalmist’s view of happiness differ from society’s view of
happiness today? (Psalm 1)

SUNDAY 13 FEBRUARY - EPIPHANY 6
Readings - Jeremiah 17.5-10; Psalm 1; 1 Corinthians 15.12-20; Luke 6.17-26.
Sentence - Blessed are you when people hate you on account of the Son of man.
Rejoice and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven. (Luke 6.23)
Prayer of the day - Righteous God, you challenge the powers that rule this world
and you show favour to the oppressed: instil in us a true sense of justice, that we
may discern the signs of your kingdom and strive for right to prevail; for the sake of
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unit of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - We have all heard and love the Beatitudes of Matthew’s
Gospel, the Gospel passage we have for this Sunday contains the first half on the
sermon on the plain in which we hear Luke’s version of the Beatitudes, and Luke’s
version is not as loved as Matthew’s. Jesus’ speech in these verses is quite direct.
Those who are blessed and those who hear the prophetic “woe” find that their
circumstances will be reversed. Poor and rich, hungry and filled, weeping and
laughing, hated and admired are in the very process of being reversed or will be.
Justo Gonzalez calls this a “hard-hitting gospel” in that God’s good news to the
poor is also tough news for those who are not poor. For God’s reign to be good
news for the well-fed, rich, laughing, and admired, they will have to wake up and
change their ways. We dare not overlook or spiritualise this aspect of Luke’s
gospel. It is a gift he brings to us. Consider the rich man and Lazarus in Luke
16:14-31 or the man who would build two barns in Luke 12:16-21. Here riches
distract from heeding the ways of God and lead these individuals away from life
with God now and in the hereafter. Also consider Zacchaeus in 19:1-10 who is
declared to be “a child of Abraham” after he explains his generous re-distribution of
his wealth. This is not saying that God only loves the poor and hungry. That is not
the brunt of these words. They are promises to those who are suffering in this
world that God still sees them, loves them, and is intent on their thriving. Jesus’
words are also warning calls to his hearers that they are called to live with attention
and generosity toward their neighbours. God is creating a realm, bringing it to life
among us by that same power that emanated from Jesus, in which no one is
hungry or mourning or poor or disregarded at the very same time that others are
abundantly well-fed, rich, laughing, and respected. It’s the contemporaneity of
these two opposite circumstances that God promises to remedy, and we are called
to address in our own lives. We are called to address the gap between the haves
and the have nots. The gospel was written for Christians living a generation or two
after the first groups of believers had gathered. In this teaching of Jesus, as so
often in this gospel, Luke reminds his hearers that they are all called to continue to
live lives “rich toward God“ (Luke 12:21) no matter how long it seems to be taking
for God’s reign to be fully present. That is an important word also for us.
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. What promise do you hear from Jesus for your own life? (Luke 6)
2. How do we, like the psalmist, tend to the strength of our soul? (Psalm 138:3)
3. When in worship are you reminded of how Christ’s and your resurrection are
bound together? (1 Corinthians 15:12-20)

SUNDAY 20 FEBRUARY - EPIPHANY 7
Readings - Genesis 45.3-11,15; Psalm 37.1-11, 40-41; 1 Corinthians 15.35-50;
Luke 6.27-38.
Sentence - Love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return.
You will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the
wisked. (Luke 6.35)
Prayer of the day - God of compassion, keep before us the love you have revealed
in your Son, who prayed even for his enemies. In our words and deeds help us to
be like him, through whom we pray, Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - Today’s Gospel passage is the continuation of the sermon on
the plains that we heard last week. In last week’s passage we heard about the
blessing and woes and in this week’s passage we hear advice about how to live.
Jesus teaches “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” On the surface
that sounds achievable, but then Jesus digs deeper and challenges us further. “If
you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love
those who love them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is
that to you? For even sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom you
hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive
as much again. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in
return. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. ‘Do not judge, and you will not
be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will
be forgiven.” What Jesus expects is challenging, he expects us to take risks, to be
generous and to merciful. Jesus teaching connects with the story of Joseph that we
hear about in our Old Testament reading from Genesis. Despite the way Joseph
was treated he took risks, he was generous and he was merciful. Joseph was the
favourite son of Jacob, and because of his privilege he was hated by his brothers.
His brothers cursed and abused him by beating him, throwing him in a pit to die
and by selling him into slavery. Joseph’s brothers truly reflected what one may
consider an enemy, but when Joseph’s brothers came before him he could have
used his power to punish them, but rather he showed them forgiveness and love.
This means along Joseph’s journey he must have already forgiven them, even
though they never apologised. Joseph made the decision to withdraw judgement
and forgive them, he showed them mercy and kindness, even though they did
nothing to earn it. Joseph’s example of forgiveness and kindness is just as
provoking as the words Jesus taught. Jesus calls us to “Love your enemies, do
good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you and pray for those who
abuse you.”
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. Have you heard a modern day Joseph story in which a relationship was
transformed after betrayal? (Genesis 45)
2. Psalm 37:1-9 tells us not to fret or seek vindication. When is that good advice
and when isn’t it?
3. What do you find challenging about following the Golden Rule “Do to others as
you would have them do to you.”? (Luke 6:27-38)

SUNDAY 27 FEBRUARY - TRANSFIGURATION
Readings - Exodus 34.29-35; Psalm 99; 2 Corinthians 3.12-4.2; Luke 9.28-36.
Sentence - And the word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John 1.14)
Prayer of the day - O God, glorious and faithful, you reveal the beauty of your face
in those who seek you with a sincere heart: strengthen us in faith to embrace the
mystery of the cross, and open our hearts to its transforming power, so that,
clinging in love to your will for us, we may walk as followers of your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - This Sunday the Gospel passage tells us the story of the
transfiguration of Jesus, during which he receives visits from Moses and Elijah. For
the rational mind this is a very strange text, because it is about transfigurations,
people who didn’t die reappearing, and a voice coming from a cloud. Thus the
transfiguration story is a real-magical story that has tremendous theological
realities and social consequences. First, the trinity at the top of the mountain is
wrapped up in glory! A glory that is shared, that illuminates each other, that
strengthens each other’s lives. One of the lessons of this text is that the glory of
God is only possible if lived together, in community. The work of that trinity shows
that only when we are together that God’s radiance can light each other’s lives.
The healing story that follows the transfiguration text talks about the miracle of
healing of a boy who is in psychological and social chains; the demons have taken
hold of his life. There is way too much realism in his magical life, so Jesus has to
intervene. The disciples were not transfigured enough to deal with it and the
transfiguration of Jesus shows that Jesus has little patience with their lack of
power, their lack of understanding/figuring out who he is and what message he has
to offer. Thus, Jesus’ indictment of the faith of the disciples “‘You faithless and
perverse generation,” sounds true to us as disciples of Jesus today. Our world is
dashing the poor against the rocks of despair, hunger, and abandonment everyday.
The economic beast controlled by few demons is making our people convulse day
and night. The homeless, the immigrant, the incarcerated, those mothers who work
three jobs to make a minimum wage to feed her kids, they are like that boy, thrown
into the shadows of our society, convulsing day and night right in front of us! And
we, who seem to not know anything about the transfiguration of Jesus or our own
transfiguration (metamorphoses) are looking at these people while asking Jesus:
can we dwell in our worship tabernacles basking in your glory, away from the
people and their pressing needs? Unless we get out of the fortress of our worship
spaces and shed light into the lives of the poor of our communities, we will never
know what transfiguration means.
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. Moses reflects God’s divine glory (Exodus 34:1). Who today reflects the
gracious character of God to you?
2. Who are the people in our world today that are in greatest need of the
transforming light of God? What can we do to bring that light into their lives?

