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Fr Steven Schwarzrock 

Christmas is a time full of traditions. Traditions are 
important in our lives and provide many benefits. 
Sometimes traditions are intentionally created and 
sometimes they just happen accidentally, but we 
continue traditions because they provide a sense of 
belonging and meaning to our lives. At Christmas time 
we are confronted by a mix of church, community and 
family traditions. At these different levels traditions 
nurture connection and give us comfort. Traditions 
provide a constant for us in an ever-changing and fast-
paced life. In that way, they ground us. One of the most 
important traditions a family can do is eat dinner 

together. Traditions remind us of who we are and where 
we belong. This is why when faced with change, or loss 
of traditions we can find ourselves hurt and angry. Over 
the course of the ongoing pandemic many traditions in 
our lives have taken quite a battering. Throughout our 
lives we face times when we have to let go of traditions, 
it is actually normal for traditions to evolve and change 
over time. As the make up of society, church and families 
change we need to accept that some traditions have run 
their course, but it is important to create new traditions 
because it is through traditions we find belonging and 
meaning. What are the traditions that are important to 
you? Is there something from your childhood that you 
remember with fondness that you want to start doing 
again? Are there traditions we need to let go and replace 
with something that will bring you joy and connection? It 
is never too late to start a new tradition. Fr Steven. 

 

 

 

10AM COMBINED SERVICE 

SUNDAY 5 DECEMBER 2021 
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ST PETER’S 
CHRISTMAS 
SERVICES 

 

Christmas Eve – 6pm & 11pm 
Christmas Day – 8.30am 
Boxing Day – 8.30am 

  

PARISH NOTICES 
Online Sunday Worship - A new online service is available each Sunday via Vimeo, FaceBook 
or our Webpage.  

Combined Service on Sunday 5 December - We will be celebrating St Peter’s Day on Sunday 
5 December with a combined Sunday service at 10am. Bishop Bill Ray will be the guest 
celebrant and preacher for this celebration. The service will be followed by lunch in Cooinda 
for those who have prebooked and paid in advance. 

Fr Steven - During December Fr Steven will only be working 3 or 4 days a week to attend to a 
mixture of personal matters. Due to these commitments Fr Steven will not always be 
contactable by phone, if you leave a message and he will return your call within 48 hours.  

Parish Office and January Beacon - Parish Office will be closed on Christmas Eve (Friday 24th 
December) and will reopen on Wednesday 4th January.  The next edition of the Beacon will 
be in February 2022. 

Morning Tea - Morning Tea will be held in Cooinda after both Sunday Services on the 19th 
December.  

AMUA Christmas Cards - Christmas cards are now available from a box in the Narthex.  Cost 
is $5.00 for packet of 10 or 50 cents each.  2022 Diaries are $9.00 each.  Money tin provided 
in the box.   Brenda Allardyce 

Empty Christmas Tree - We are currently collecting gifts for the Empty Christmas Tree.  The 
idea is to purchase a gift to be given to a child in foster care in our area.  This year Anglicare 
for Children & Families Caboolture has asked if we could concentrate on gifts for children 
aged between 5 and 13 years (and up to 17 years) as a Young Mother’s Group is focusing on 
infants and toddlers.  Gifts may be wrapped with the appropriate age on a tag.  Please, no 
pre-loved toys as this may be the only gift the child receives.  Final day for giving is 
Wednesday 8th December. 

Rosters - Interested in joining our worship team as an av operator, reader or intercessor?  
Please speak to Fr Steven (3408 3191) or Margaret Peterson (5497 6978). 

Singing Group - Singing Group has been placed in recess for the remained of 2021, all going 
well Singing Group will resume in February 2022. 

Musicians - Music plays a significant role in how we worship here at St Peter’s and we are 
blessed with a dedicated team of musicians who play for or services each Sunday. We would 
love to add some members to this team. If you have the skills and willingness to assist us 
please speak to Fr Steven. 

 

 

Milestones - It is our tradition at St Peter’s to note people’s birthdays in weekly and monthly 
publications, including special celebrations like 80th and 90th  birthdays.  If you would prefer 

https://vimeo.com/user110905450
https://www.facebook.com/anglicanbribie/
https://www.stpetersbribie.org.au/


 
  

CELEBRATIONS 
December Birthdays - Jan White (1st), Gillian Parry (3rd),  
Ron MacKenzie-Mowle (12th), Bev Hyde (13th), Lynne Warren 
(13th), Fay Coe (14th), Wendy Rollason (16th), Maguerite Teuwen 
(20th), John Oxenford (21st), Pip Pfyne (22nd), Pearl Kenyon (25th), 
Rod Cullen (30th), Hank Hyde (31st).  
 

 

 

  

Those in Need - Blake Kubler, Craig Ragg, Phyl Adams, David Lower, Rev. 

Carolyn Payne, Janet Berry, Barbara Earner. 

Continuing Prayer List - Evelyn Elbourne, Elva Woods, Kaye Bush, Phillipa 

Booth, Nicholas & Elizabeth Kubler. 

To add someone to the prayer list please email office@stpetersbribie.org.au 

 

 

SEASON OF ADVENT AND THE TRADITION OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
Some people may know that the Advent season focuses on expectation and think that it 
serves as an anticipation of Christ’s birth in the season leading up to Christmas. This is part 
of the story, but there’s more to Advent. The word “Advent” is derived from the Latin word 
adventus, meaning “coming,” which is a translation of the Greek word parousia. Scholars 
believe that during the 4th and 5th centuries in Spain and Gaul, Advent was a season of 
preparation for the baptism of new Christians at the January feast of Epiphany. During this 
season of preparation, Christians would spend 40 days in penance, prayer, and fasting to 
prepare for this celebration; originally, there was little connection between Advent and 
Christmas. By the 6th century, however, Roman Christians had tied Advent to the coming of 
Christ. But the “coming” they had in mind was not Christ’s first coming in the manger in 
Bethlehem, but his second coming in the clouds as the judge of the world. It was not until 
the Middle Ages that the Advent season was explicitly linked to Christ’s first coming at 
Christmas. Today, the season of Advent lasts for four Sundays leading up to Christmas. To 
balance the two elements of remembrance and anticipation, the first two Sundays in 
Advent look forward to Christ’s second coming, and the last two Sundays look backward to 
remember Christ’s first coming. Over the course of the four weeks, Scripture readings move 
from passages about Christ’s return in judgment to Old Testament passages about the 
expectation of the coming Messiah to New Testament passages about the announcements 
of Christ’s arrival by John the Baptist and the Angels. One of our traditions we have at St 
Peter’s during Advent is the use of a wreath and candles to count down to Christmas. The 
tradition reaches back to pre-Christian northern Europeans. During the darkest days of 
winter, they lit as many as twenty-four candles on an evergreen-covered wheel or wreath. 
By lighting a candle a day, they marked time, anticipating the return of the sun’s light and 
warmth. By the 1500s, both Lutherans and Catholics adapted the Advent Wreath as a 
devotional way to prepare for the coming of Christ, the Light of the World. The circle of 
evergreens reminds Christians of the eternal and ever-renewing promises of Christ. The use 
of purple candles represent the season’s expectations of royalty, liberation, redemption, 
and hope. For the third Sunday we use a pink candle, it recognises that shift of Advent 
themes in the Bible. Finally, on Christmas, a centre white candle is lit. The light of Christ is 
fully present. Jesus is born. 

mailto:office@stpetersbribie.org.au


 

SUNDAY 5 DECEMBER – ADVENT 2 

Readings - Malachi 3.1-14, Song of Zechariah, Philippians 1.1-11, Luke 3.1-6. 

Sentence - By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon 
us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide 
our feet into the way of peace.  (Luke 1.78-79) 

Prayer of the day - God of salvation, you straighten the winding ways of our hearts 
and smooth the paths made rough by sin:  keep our hearts watchful in holiness, 
and bring to perfection the good you have begun in us.  We ask this through him 
whose coming is certain, whose Day draws near, your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever.  Amen. 

Gospel Reflection - This week’s Gospel sets the stage for John the Baptist’s 
prophetic call by introducing an A-list of Earthly Powers: an emperor, a governor, 
three tetrarchs, and two high priests. Together they represent rulers of the known 
world, the regional lands, and the religious, political, and economic complex that 
stands at the heart of Jerusalem. Collectively they hold all the authority and might 
that wealth, military prowess, or ancestry can command. Indeed, the world to which 
God sends the Messiah is a world held captive to earthly forms of domination and 
influence, represented in Luke’s Gospel by men like Tiberius, Pilate, Herod 
(Antipas), Philip, Lysanias, Annas, and Caiaphas. But, for Luke, the word of God 
does not come to any of those influential men of power, nor to the political 
territories over which they have command. It comes instead to a lone man out in 
the wilderness: John, son of Zechariah. Luke introduces John with a résumé that 
highlights his role as a prophet. John hails from priestly ancestry on both sides of 
the family (Luke 1:5-6). His father, Zechariah, is a priest whose rotation of duties 
includes service in the Jerusalem Temple. Elizabeth, his mother, descends from 
the line of priests originating with Aaron. If John were following the family business, 
he would be engaged in work associated with the Temple, the holy place in 
Jerusalem where God is said to dwell. However, filled with the Holy Spirit before 
his birth (Luke 1:15), John was born to be a prophet (Luke 1:76). Instead of serving 
near the Israelites’ holiest place on earth, he is out in the wilderness, the region 
around the Jordan (Luke 3:3), at the liminal edge of the Promised Land. Given its 
place in the Exodus narrative, the wilderness (eremos = desert, deserted place) in 
biblical writings often represents vulnerability and uncertainty. In Luke it is a place 
of testing and of hunger (Luke 4:1-2; 9:12), and sometimes danger or destruction 
(Luke 15:4; 21:20) or being lost and then found (Luke 15:4).  It is precisely in that 
wilderness place of vulnerability and danger that God appears. Thus, the 
wilderness is where (and how) God’s people learn to depend on God. The purpose 
of John’s prophetic calling is not only to prepare the way of the Lord, but to prepare 
the people to receive the Lord through repentance for the forgiveness of sin. 

Questions for Scripture Reflection  
- Can you think of a time you were a messenger who prepared the way for 

good news? (Malachi 3:1) 
- If “thoughts and prayers” seem trite, who might you consider telling “I hold 

you in my heart”? (Philippians 1:7) 



  

SUNDAY 12 DECEMBER – ADVENT 3 

Readings - Zephaniah 3.14-20; A Song of Isaiah; Philippians 4.4-7; Luke 3.7-18. 

Sentence - Do not fear.  The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives 
victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love.  
(Zephaniah 3.16-17) 

Prayer of the day - Almighty God, you sent your Son into a world where the wheat 
must be winnowed from the chaff and evil clings even to what is good:  let the fire 
of your Spirit purge us of all corruption, so that, purified, we may wait eagerly for 
him whose coming is certain, whose Day draws near, your Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

Gospel Reflection - Like Israel’s prophets before him, the mission of John the 
Baptist is “to turn … the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready 
a people prepared for the Lord” (Luke 1:17). His words sound harsh, but the 
promise is sure: “One who is more powerful than I is coming … He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and with Fire.” (Luke 3:16). Into whose ears is this news 
supposed to land? Some ears will hear it as good; others, as bad. Luke does not 
explain why crowds have come out to be baptised by John in the wilderness, but 
across the biblical witness the wilderness is often a place where human need 
encounters God’s gracious provision (for example, Exodus 13:21; Deuteronomy 
8:16). It is worth asking: what do the people need, then and now? Perhaps the 
crowds who gather around John recognise the ways they have fallen short, how 
they have broken covenant with God and with each other, including the command 
to love God and neighbour (Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus 19:18; see also Luke 
10:27). If people are honest with themselves, most know in their hearts that their 
actions, inactions, and attitudes often fail to demonstrate love for others. Perhaps 
the people fear the costs of their failures and they are looking for a way out. John 
hints at this when he compares them to snakes wriggling away from danger. 
Maybe they desire to live more faithfully but they do not know how. Perhaps they 
are overwhelmed or frightened and have nowhere else to turn. Whatever their 
reasons, the crowds leave the relative comfort of home and venture out to the 
wilderness to be baptised by this prophet and hear him speak, even if his speech is 
severe and challenging. John the Baptist’s mission in the wilderness is to call 
God’s people to repentance and to show what that looks like. However, neither his 
preaching nor the baptism he offers can actually empower lives to be changed. If 
John’s message were the end of the story, the people would leave the wilderness 
with little more than a story to tell and a to-do list that cannot sustain them in a life 
lived fully before God. The good news is that God sends One who is more powerful 
than John, with gifts greater than the crowd can imagine. This Messiah brings a 
baptism of spirit and of fire: the very breath and power of God to change 
everything. That is very good news, indeed. 

Questions for Scripture Reflection 
- What do you give thanks for this day? (Isaiah 12:4) 
- “What then shall we do?” How are you responding to this Advent question? 

(Luke 3:10, 12, 14) 



  

SUNDAY 19 DECEMBER – ADVENT 4 

Readings - Micah 5.2-5a; Song of Mary; Hebrews 10.5-10; Luke 1.39-45. 

Sentence - Blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what 
was spoken to her by the Lord.  (Luke 1.45) 

Prayer of the day - Gracious God, you have visited your people and redeemed us 
in your Son:  as we prepare to celebrate his birth, make our hearts leap for joy at 
the sound of your word, and move us by your Spirit to bless your wonderful works.  
We ask this through him whose coming is certain, whose Day draws near, your 
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Gospel Reflection - Having learned from the angel that she will give birth to the Son 
of God, Mary hurries to visit her pregnant relative Elizabeth in the hill country. The 
intimate conversation that follows portrays Jesus as more important than John. It 
also shows God already at work to overturn the world’s structures and 
expectations. The spotlight shines on Mary and Elizabeth, two lowly and shamed 
ones through whom God has chosen to begin the transformation of the world. 
Women were so often overlooked or ignored both in society at large and in biblical 
narratives, yet they have the only speaking roles in this scene. Mary’s first words 
prompt an immediate, silent, response from Elizabeth’s unborn child. John leaps, 
acknowledging both her presence and the significance of the child she carries in 
her womb. John’s reaction to Mary’s voice fulfills Gabriel’s prophecy, “even before 
his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit” (Luke 1:15). Already John points to the 
coming one. Though Luke clearly signals that the unborn child’s leaping is 
prompted by the Spirit, it is Elizabeth, John’s mother, who takes on the role of 
prophet by speaking the prophetic word in this scene: she is filled with the Holy 
Spirit and proclaims what Mary has not yet told her, and what is not yet visible to 
the eye: Mary is pregnant. Furthermore, through the Spirit she knows who Mary’s 
child will be, for she calls Mary “the mother of my Lord.” Her prophecy will soon be 
fulfilled when her own son prepares the way for the Lord. Elizabeth not only 
prophesies but blesses. By declaring both Mary and the fruit of Mary’s womb 
“blessed” she begins a series of blessings that weave through Luke’s birth 
narrative and intensify its tone of joy, delight, and praise. Mary, Zechariah, and 
Simeon will all add their blessings to the chain, praising God for what God is doing 
at this moment in history and recognising that those who are privileged to be 
instruments of God’s saving work have been richly blessed. Elizabeth’s words and 
actions invite us to reflect on our own openness to the ways that God chooses to 
act in our world. What is God doing through unexpected people in our society 
today? Where is God at work through people whom our neighbours and fellow 
church members often exclude or treat as shameful? Will we listen to the Spirit’s 
prompting when the bearers of God’s new reality show up on our doorstep?  

Questions for Scripture Reflection 
- Elizabeth and Mary experienced unexpected blessing. When have you had 

the same? (Luke 1:39-45) 
- How does the God who cares for “the little clans of Judah” care for you? 

(Micah 5:2) 



 

FEAST OF CHRITMAS 

Readings - Isaiah 9.2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2.11-14; Luke 2.1-20. 

Sentence - The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; for to us a 
child is born, to us a son is given.   (Isaiah 9.2, 6) 

Prayer of the day - Give us, O God, such love and wonder that, with shepherds and 
pilgrims unknown, we may come to adore the holy Child, the promised King, and 
with our gifts worship him, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Gospel Reflection - For centuries the narrative of the Nativity of Jesus has been 
spiritualised and read literarily. In fact, the Nativity of Jesus has political and 
economic dimensions, which have been ignored. Jesus’ birth happened in the 
midst of a Census, which was associated with counting not only people but also 
their properties for taxation and social control. Accordingly, census became a sign 
of oppression and exploitation. Jesus was born in a moment when the Jews were 
oppressed and marginalised. Jesus was born in a manger because his birth 
signifies solidarity with the poor against Rome imperialism. His birth threatens the 
current political status. The evangelist Luke introduces Jesus as a Saviour. The 
title “saviour” was commonly used for the Roman emperor. The angels declare that 
the Nativity of Jesus brings peace on earth. The concept of peace is fundamental 
for the Roman imperial rule. Emperor Augustus was the one who brought Roman 
peace (Pax Romana), which means security or stability. The Romans highly valued 
the Pax Romana because Augustus achieved it after a long and turbulent period. 
However, the Pax Romana is imperial peace. It favours the elites and oppresses 
the disadvantaged and marginalised. Jesus is presented as the new King who will 
bring peace on earth and to all people. Jesus’ peace is inclusive, not exclusive. 
Luke talks about the heavenly peace that will resist the imperial and unjust peace. 
Roman empire enforced the Pax Romana through military invasion and violence. 
Jesus’ peace does not come through violence and oppression but through non-
violent resistance. The Nativity of Jesus Christ challenges Roman imperialism. 
Luke writes his gospel to encourage Christians to engage in nonviolent resistance 
against the Roman Empire. Sadly we still live in a world where the economy of the 
world is in support of a small group, the elites. Underprivileged communities 
experience violence on a daily basis. Violence can take many forms such as lack of 
access to good quality of health care, education, and food. The Nativity of Jesus 
invites us to engage in nonviolent resistance against the imperial power of our day 
that dehumanises the marginalised. Promises of salvation and bringing the good 
news to the marginalised in our community begins when we advocate for them. 
Declaring the good news starts with challenging the systematic sin that prevents 
the disadvantaged from improving their lot. 

Questions for Scripture Reflection 
- For many, Christmas is soon to be packed away. What difference has it made 

in our lives? (Titus 3:4-7) 
- The shepherds and angels declared Christ’s birth. When and how have you 

done the same? (Luke 2:10-18) 



 

SUNDAY 26 DECEMBER – CHRISTMAS 1 

Readings - 1 Samuel 2.18-20, 26; Psalm 148; Colossians 3.12-17; Luke 2.41-52. 

Sentence - Clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect 
harmony.  And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, and be thankful. 
(Colossians 3.14-15) 

Prayer of the day - God of community, whose call is more insistent than ties of 
family or blood:  may we so respect and love those whose lives are linked with ours 
that we fail not in loyalty to you, but make choices according to your will; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

Gospel Reflection - Jerusalem was packed with Jewish worshipers from all over 
the world to celebrate the Passover. Usually this celebration takes about one week. 
The Jews also travelled in groups to avoid danger on the road, such as thieves. 
The entire group had to watch over each other, particularly the kids. At the end of 
the celebration, Mary and Joseph started to return. They went a day’s journey 
without checking on their son assuming he was in the group of travellers. Were 
Joseph and Mary irresponsible parents? Was there a reason they could not check 
on Jesus to make sure he was doing okay? This is weird. However, Luke’s focus is 
not on Mary and Joseph, but on the boy Jesus Christ who demonstrates intellectual 
ability. Finally, they found him in the temple. Mary said to him “Child, why have you 
treated us like this? I think that Mary reproached Jesus with an angry voice and 
face. I do not think that she was talking to him with a calm and soft voice. Mary and 
Joseph surprised Jesus with their reproach; Jesus assumed that they knew where 
to find him. He was, of course, supposed to be in his Father’s house. He was 
supposed to be busy fulfilling God the Father’s salvation plan. Jesus declares his 
divinity at the temple by assuring his parents “Why were you searching for me? Did 
you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” Jesus was in the temple and 
under divine compulsion engaging in teaching. It seems that he was aware of his 
identity and aligns himself with God’s purpose. So, he could not compromise God’s 
purpose for the sake of his parents. Luke concludes this story with the family 
journey back to Nazareth and Jesus’ obedience to his parents. I think he became 
obedient after Mary gave him a harsh timeout to discipline him. Jesus grew in 
wisdom, as well as divine and human favour. Luke ends the infancy narratives with 
assurance of Jesus’ extraordinary and outstanding character to prepare him to be 
the expected Saviour. 

Questions for Scripture Reflection 
- What sorts of things do you imagine Mary treasured in her heart? (Luke 2:51) 
- Who do you know of who seems to have been set apart to serve God? (1 

Samuel 2:26) 
-  
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TO DONATE PLACE YOUR GIFT IN AN ENVELOPE MARKED 
CHRISTMAS BOWL AND PLACE IN TO THE OFFERTORY BOX 



 


