At the end of November we commence the season of
Advent, the word Advent is derived from a Latin word
meaning 'Coming'. We are called to focus on the
coming of Jesus into the world, but rather than
focusing on what is coming, I feel somewhat
preoccupied with what is gone, that being another year
almost over, and it is a year that did not quite go as I
planned. I had great hopes for 2021, but in the midst
of the ongoing pandemic I have had to let go of my
agenda and yet again recognise I have limited control.
While there are limits to what I can control, I do get to
control how I respond to the unexpected turns in my
life. As a Church we are also faced with the reality that
the current direction of the Church has taken a
different path than one may have dreamed. So we
need to ask ourselves how are we responding to this
reality. The church is in a time of crisis and it is hard.
The Diocesan vision invites us as a faith community to
consider how we be a ‘Flourishing faith community’.
What do we mean by flourishing? A faith community is
flourishing if it is proclaiming Christ, serving the
community in which it is set, and deepening its
participation in Christ through worshipping and
learning. Flourishing is to do with proclaiming and
serving, worshipping and learning. Proclaiming and
serving are about a faith community, of whatever sort,
facing outwards to make a difference to those in the
wider community. Worshipping and learning are about
entering more and more deeply into life in Christ so
that we can be ever more faithful, ever more Christlike, as we go about being Christ’s presence in God’s
world. If a faith community is proclaiming and serving,
worshipping and learning like this, then it’s flourishing,
even if it consists of only a handful of people. Fr Steven
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PARISH NOTICES
Online Sunday Worship - A new online service is available each Sunday via Vimeo,
FaceBook or our Webpage.
Fr Steven on Leave - Fr Steven will be on holiday leave from 2 to 9 November.
Morning Tea - Morning Tea will be held in Cooinda after both Sunday Services on the 7th
and 21st November.
Gleeman Concert – The Bribie Big Band and The Bribie Gleeman present a fundraising
concert with a big sound to benefit the Cancer Council of Qld On Saturday 6 November at
1.30pm. Tickets are $20 and include light refreshments, tickets must be purchased in
advance – 0438 618 073.
Woorim Market Stall - St. Peter’s will be holding a stall at the Woorim markets on
Saturday 13th November. We will need jams, relishes, cakes, biscuits (ingredients on
labels please), handcrafts, plants and any other saleable quality products. For more
information, please speak to one of the Churchwardens - Kay, Margaret or Greg.
AMUA Branch Christmas Lunch - Members and friends are invited to celebrate and come
together at the AMUA Christmas Luncheon on Monday 22 November at the RSL.
Everyone is welcome, if you would like to join in please RVSP by Monday 15 November to
Jan (0419 667213) or Margaret (3410 9997).
Patronal Festival Luncheon - We will be celebrating St Peter’s day on Sunday 5
December with Parish Luncheon in Cooinda. Cost is $20 and everyone is welcome. Please
RSVP by the end of November by making payment to Kay Benson (3408 1058) or
Margaret Peterson (5497 6978).
AMUA Christmas Cards - Christmas cards are now available from a box in the Narthex.
Cost is $5.00 for packet of 10 or 50 cents each. Money tin provided in the box. Please
note 2022 Diaries will be available soon. Brenda Allardyce
Rosters - Interested in joining our worship team as an av operator, reader or intercessor,?
Please speak to Fr Steven (3408 3191) or Margaret Peterson (5497 6978).
Singing Group - Singing Group has been placed in recess for the remained of 2021, all
going well Singing Group will resume in February 2022.
Musicians - Music plays a significant role in how we worship here at St Peter’s and we are
blessed with a dedicated team of musicians who play for or services each Sunday. We
would love to add some members to this team. If you have the skills and willingness to
assist us please speak to Fr Steven.
Milestones - It is our tradition at St Peter’s to note people’s birthdays in weekly and
monthly publications, including special celebrations like 80th and 90th birthdays. If you
would prefer not to have your special celebrations and birthdays noted in these
notifications, please let the office know.

Those in Need - David Lower, Rev. Carolyn Payne, Janet Berry, Scott Wood,
Barbara Earner.

Continuing Prayer List - Evelyn Elbourne, Blake Kubler, Elva Woods, Kaye
Bush, Phillipa Booth, Aileen & Ralph Johnson, Elizabeth Kubler.
To add someone to the prayer list please email office@stpetersbribie.org.au

CELEBRATIONS
November Birthdays - Aileen Johnson (3rd), Carol McIntyre (5th),
Rita Bourke (6th), Pat Burgess (7th), Jon White (8th), Sylvia Baker
(13th), Joan Fisher (13th), Tim Dufton (15th), Helen Lower (15th),
Diane Rutledge (15th), Roz Thomson (16th), June Sturges (17th), Jean
Dufton (19th), Peter Allpass (26th), John Shearer (27th).
Special November Birthdays - Congratulations to Pat Burgess who
celebrates her 80th birthday on Sunday 7th November.

MOTHERS’ UNION BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
On a beautiful Monday 27th September the
Bribie Island AMUA Branch celebrated
their 31st Birthday. Fr Steven welcomed all
with Eucharist followed by our guest
speaker Rev Canon Libbie Crossman who
presented a 60 year badge to Joyce
Sargeant and a 40 year certificate to
Margaret Thompson.
Rev Libbie then spoke of her 6
years as a Trustee for Zone C.
Mothers’ Union is an international
Christian charity that seeks to
support families worldwide. In 81
countries, our members share
one heartfelt vision – to bring
about a world where God’s love is
shown through loving, respectful
and flourishing relationships.
The final gathering for our AMUA Branch for this year will be
a Christmas Lunch at the RSL on Monday 22 November, and
everyone is welcome, if you would like to join us please
RVSP by Monday 15th November to Jan (0419 667213) or
Margaret (3410 9997).

SUNDAY 7 NOVEMBER – ORDINARY SUNDAY 32
Readings - Ruth 3.1-5, 4.3-17, Psalm 127, Hebrews 9.23-28, Mark 12.38-44.
Sentence - Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give
will be the measure you get back. (Luke 6.38)
Prayer of the day - O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might
destroy the works of evil and make us your children and heirs of eternal life: grant
that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes
again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and
glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - The Gospel passage for this week bridges two different
contexts. Mark 12:38-40 is located in the Temple; the audience includes those in
the Temple, the disciples, and various religious leaders. In Mark 12:41-44, Jesus is
opposite the treasury, and the disciples are the primary audience. The shift from
the scribe who was “not far from the kingdom of God” seems quite far off from the
scribes Jesus describes in verses 38-40. “Beware,” Jesus says. Jesus does not
say “beware of all scribes.” Rather, the community is to be on guard against the
scribes who pursue prestige, respect, and honour and against those who would
devour widows’ houses. This devouring was likely the result of either the demand
for tithes beyond what the widow could sustain or mismanagement of the widow’s
assets by the scribes entrusted with such tasks. Given the concern for widows
expressed in Deuteronomy, this caution would not be a surprise to Jesus’ disciples.
What would have likely been a surprise, however, was what happens in the next
scene of the text. As people give from their excess, a widow gives two lepta, the
smallest monetary denomination in first century Palestine. Jesus, somehow
knowing this woman’s financial situation, indicates that she has put in her whole
life. The NRSV here softens the Greek expression olon ton bion autēs from “her
whole life” to “all she had to live on.” While the phrase can mean the latter, the
former connects this phrase with Jesus’ words in Mark 12:30 (“You shall love the
LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind,
and with all your strength”). Those whose sacrifices provided for the Temple
financially were not the ones who gave the most. Rather than lifting up those with
power and influence in the community, Jesus identifies the widow as having given
more: she gives herself.
Questions for Scripture Reflection
What signs of faith-inspired generosity have you witnessed in your congregation,
community or the world? (Mark 12:38)
How do you inspire or cultivate generosity when hesitancy, scarcity thinking or
prejudice get in the way? (Mark 12:38)

SUNDAY 14 NOVEMBER – ORDINARY SUNDAY 33
Readings - 1 Samuel 1.4-20; Psalm - Song of Hannah; Hebrews 10.11-14, 19-25;
Mark 13.1-11.
Sentence - The Lord will judge the ends of the earth; he will give strength to his
king, and exalt the power of his anointed. (1 Samuel 2.10)
Prayer of the day - O God, welcoming refuge for the outcast, and upholder of
justice for the oppressed: maintain the hope of the poor, so that the time may soon
come when no one need want for food and shelter, and all will learn to share freely
following the example of your Son, who gave his very self; who now lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - Mark 13:1-8 reveals a back and forth between Jesus and his
disciples. In these exchanges, Jesus responds to the disciples by taking the
conversation in a different direction. When one of the disciples marvels at the
stones adorning the Temple, Jesus indicates that the stones will all be cast down
(13:1-2). When the disciples ask Jesus when this event will happen and what sign
there will be, Jesus cautions them against being led astray (13:4-8). Mark 13:3-37,
sometimes called the “Little Apocalypse,” describes wars, earthquakes, famines,
and nations rising against each other. According to Adela Yarbro Collins, “Motifs of
war, earthquakes, and famines in verses 7-8 are very general apocalyptic
commonplaces.” While it is hard to determine if Mark 13 anticipates the JewishRoman War (66-70 CE) or responds to it, these warnings on Jesus’ lips anticipate
challenges faced by the Jewish community in Palestine with the war and
destruction of the Temple. It is easy to imagine these events felt like a telos, an
end, for those who watched them unfold. The events Jesus describes are merely
the “beginning of the birth pangs” (13:8). With the lack of clarity on these events’
timeline, it makes sense that Jesus would warn the disciples not to be led astray by
those who would claim to come in his name, claiming “I am.” It is tempting to cling
to anything that promises a foothold at times when we feel everything is out of
control. While our context is radically different from first-century Palestine, our
realities have been rapidly changing, from increasing wealth disparity, climate
change reaching the “red zone,” and the rise of COVID-19 cases when many
expected them to be falling. It is increasingly challenging to find a foothold in how
to respond, what to do, and what will save us, as Simon Dein indicates:
“Pandemics indicate the fragility of life and the world, chaos, engender paralysing
anxiety that the world is dissolving, a sense of detachment and raise significant
issues of meaning resulting in existential crises.” These crises inspire big questions
of who and how we are in the world; they likewise inspire big questions of in whom
we believe and the shape that belief takes in practice.
Questions for Scripture Reflection
What promises and commandments of God are most deeply etched into your heart
and mind? (Hebrews 10:11)
Why are we so obsessed with knowing the future, about the end times and what
heaven is like? (Mark 13:1)

SUNDAY 21 NOVEMBER – CHRIST THE KING
Readings - 2 Samuel 23. 1-7; Psalm 132.1-12; Revelation 1.4b-8; John 18.33-37.
Sentence - Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and wealth and
wisdom and might and honour and glory and blessing. (Revelation 5.12)
Prayer of the day - Everlasting God, whose will is to restore all things in your wellbeloved Son, our Lord and King: grant that the people of earth, now divided and
enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his gentle and loving
rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
Gospel Reflection - In 1925, Pope Pius XI instituted a new liturgical observance,
the Feast of Christ the King. The Pope felt that the followers of Christ were being
lured away by the increasing secularism of the world. They were choosing to live in
the “kingdom” of the world rather than in the reign of God. Therefore, as we
prepare to begin a new church year with the First Sunday of Advent, the coming of
Jesus, not only in Bethlehem, but the second coming as well, we pause and reflect
upon who Jesus the Christ is in our lives. To challenge our thinking we turn, not to
stables and shepherds, but to the final trial of Jesus. If we are to live in God’s reign
we, like Pilate, need to know who this man Jesus is, “are you Christ the King?” This
Gospel has been telling us from the beginning that Jesus is in fact the King of
Israel. In this first chapter Nathanael declares, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You
are the King of Israel!” (John 1:49). The gospel then goes on to explore that Jesus
is not a king that the world would ever recognize. This is a king who speaks to the
lowly and the rejected. This is a king who serves rather than being served. This is a
king who enters the holy city, not triumphantly on a horse, but seated on a donkey
(John 12:14). He is a king unlike any other king, and his kingdom is unlike any
other, for it is not of this world. In the end, Pilate mocks Jesus and mocks the
Jews. He can never understand that Jesus is a king unlike any king of this world.
Yet ultimately Pilate unknowingly speaks the truth. He declares to the Jews, “Here
is your king” (John 19:14). And over the cross Pilate places the announcement for
all to see, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews” (John 19:19). This text
challenges us to answer important questions. Are we willing to accept Jesus as our
king? We, too, are tempted by the allure of secularism and the power of the world.
In the end, according to John, the Jewish leaders rejected their faith and bowed to
the empire, “We have no king but the emperor” (John 19:15). In what ways do we
bow to the empire? Do we live in the reign of God following the servant king? Do
we live lives that reflect that service? Do we reach out to the least and the lost? Do
we seek to serve rather than be served? Do we testify to the truth of God? It is the
truth that Jesus came to the world to bring love and forgiveness. Are we citizens of
that kingdom?
Questions for Scripture Reflection
What kind of kingdom is God using us to shape, influence and build in the here and
now? (Revelation 1:4)
What is Jesus continuing to turn upside down in the world and the church? (John
18:33)

SUNDAY 28 NOVEMBER – ADVENT 1
Readings - Jeremiah 33.14-16; Psalm 25.1-10; 1 Thessalonians 3.9-13; Luke
21.25-38.
Sentence - Stand up and raise your heads; your redemption is drawing near. (Luke
21.28)
Prayer of the day - Eternal God, you have taught us that the night is far spent and
the day is at hand; keep us awake and alert, watching for your kingdom, and make
us strong in faith, so that when Christ comes in glory to judge the earth, we may go
out joyfully to greet him; and, with all your saints, may worship you for ever;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, wo lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection – The four Sundays before Christmas is called the Season of
Advent. The season of Advent is a sticky-note reminder to the church: God is doing
a new thing. Again. The Gospel texts for these four weeks run in reverse narrative
order, starting near the end of Luke’s Gospel and moving backward to the
beginning. The series opens with the teaching of Jesus (shortly before his death
and resurrection in Jerusalem), followed by John’s prophecy in the wilderness
(prior to the beginning of Jesus’ adult ministry), and concluding with Mary’s song
(as she and Elizabeth celebrate the impending births of their sons). Thus, the end
precedes its beginning, just as the beginning unfurls with the end already in sight.
Jesus in Luke 21 reminds his followers that God is not constrained by the chronos
time represented by calendar and clock, the sort of time that keeps everything from
happening at once. In God’s kairos time, past and future are woven together for the
sake of today. God’s time is the now/not-yet that reshapes the world’s present
expectations and our own. The message on this first Sunday of Advent paints a
hope-filled picture for “all who live on the face of the whole earth” (Luke 21:34).
Jesus speaks in the language of apocalyptic, or revelation. Vivid images, the
heavens being shaken, the Son of Humanity appearing in the clouds, depend on
the metaphors’ capacity to express a community’s trauma while also offering
powerful hope in the midst of those experiences. When the present reality includes
wars and political tumult (distress among nations), climate catastrophe (signs in the
sun, the moon, and the stars), global pandemic (breathless from fear and
foreboding), unemployment, hate crimes, racist ideologies, death-dealing illness,
displacement by terror, or anything else that traps people in fear or despair (weighs
down hearts), it is then that we look for the coming of the Son of Humanity, the
Christ whose promised future makes all the difference for today. Now when these
things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your
redemption is drawing near (Luke 21:28).
Questions for Scripture Reflection
What “worries of this life” weigh you down? (Luke 21:34)
Where do you see God’s righteousness at work today? (Jeremiah 33:14-16)
What is one way you can ‘abound in love for one another’ today? Individually or
together? (1 Thessalonians 3:12)

