PARISH UPDATE

WEEKLY SERVICES

COVID Safety Plan – Please don’t attend St Peter’s if
you have COVID-19 symptoms (cough, fever, sore
throat, fatigue or shortness of breath) or have been
to a declared COVID-19 hotspot in the previous 14
days. Everyone attending St Peter’s needs to check in
with “Check In Qld App”. If you have a smart phone
please bring it along to church and use it check in. If
you do not have a smart phone with the app, please
make yourself known to the welcomer in the
narthex.

Sunday - 7.30am & 9.30am

Safety Officer – The Parish has a vacancy for the
position of Parish Safety Officer. The role of a safety
person is to ensure that the parish safety
management system is implemented and working
effectively within the Parish. If you are interested in
being considered for this appointment, please speak
to Fr Steven.
Maintenance – During July the metal frame around
the morning tea area was sanded back and painted.
Synod – Diocesan Synod is like the parament of the
church and is scheduled to be held on the last
weekend in September. At the last meeting of Parish
Council Ann Wrigley was appointed to fill the vacant
lay position. Anne will join Debbie Eustace and Fr
Steven as the Parish representatives at Synod this
year.
Rector’s Leave – Fr Steven will be taking a leave of
absence for medical reasons from Monday 9 August
2021 to Tuesday 31 August 2021. Services will be
covered by Rev Carolyn and Bishop Bruce.

Wednesday - 10am
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PARISH NOTICES
Online Sunday Worship - A new online service is available each Sunday via Vimeo,
FaceBook or our Webpage.
Morning Tea - Morning Tea will be held in Cooinda after both Sunday Services on the 1st and
15th August.
Singing Group – Singing Group will be in recess until the current face mask rules are
removed.
Day Camp for Primary School Kids - Our School Chaplains are running an inaugural Sports
Plus Day Camp at Bribie Island State School from Wednesday 29 September to Friday 1
October. Our Bribie Island branch of AMUA is catering for the morning and afternoon teas
on the first day of camp (Wed 29/9) so if you can help with providing some food please
contact Jan White 0419667213.
Giving Envelopes – New sets of giving envelopes are available in the Narthex.
Musicians - Music plays a significant role in how we worship here at St Peter’s and we are
blessed with a dedicated team of musicians who play for or services each Sunday. We would
love to add some members to this team. If you have the skills and willingness to assist us
please speak to Fr Steven.
Rosters - Interested in joining our worship team as an av operator, reader or intercessor,?
Please speak to Fr Steven or Margaret Peterson.
Milestones - It is our tradition at St Peter’s to note people’s birthdays in weekly and monthly
publications, including special celebrations like 80th and 90th birthdays. If you would prefer
not to have your special celebrations and birthdays noted in these notifications, please let
the office know.
Cursillo - On Sunday 11th July (Show Your Colours Day) fourteen members of our
congregation identified that they had been to a Cursillo over the years. Thank you to those
who wore their colours. Each Cursillo has a number and year. Sharing stories over morning
tea, enabled connections with those who were enquiring about the history of the Cursillo
movement in our diocese. It is hoped to invite the Diocesan Post Cursillo Representative to
address our congregations in the near future. Watch this space for more information. May
the miracle of each day bless you. Reverend Marilyn.
Date Claimers
Friday 10 September – St Peter’s Trivia Night
24 to 26 September – Diocesan Synod
29 September to 1 October – SU Sports Plus Day Camp at Bribie State School
Monday 27 September – AMUA September Branch Eucharist and Birthday Celebration
Saturday 9 October – Market Stall at Woorim Markets
Monday 25 October – AMUA Eucharist and Branch AGM
Monday 22 November – AMUA Christmas Lunch
Saturday 4 December – Carols in the Park
Sunday 5 December – St Peter’s Parish Lunch

Those in Need - Sheila Williams, Anne Dowd, Jason Black, Evelyn
Elbourne, Maureen Van Bruggen, Blake Kubler, Elva Woods, Vicki Pickering,
Kaye Bush, Phillipa Booth, Aileen & Ralph Johnson, Elizabeth Kubler.
To add someone to the prayer list please email office@stpetersbribie.org.au

CELEBRATIONS
August Birthdays - Rae Scott (9th), Jeff Eustace (11th), Kev Kenyon (11th), Phyllis Adams
(13th), Barbara Earner (14th), Judy Lawrence (20th), Jim Llewellyn (21st), David Parry (21st),
Esme Paton (22nd), Ruth Greenhalgh (23rd), Royce Voss (23rd), Jeanette Field (25th), Roger
Platt (28th).
Special August Birthdays - Congratulations to David Parry who
celebrates his 80th birthday on Saturday 21st August, Esme Paton who
celebrates her 100th birthday on Sunday 22nd August and Ruth
Greenhalgh who celebrates her 80th birthday on Monday 23rd August.

SUNDAY 1 AUGUST – ORDINARY SUNDAY 18
Readings - 2 Samuel 11.26-12.13; Psalm 51.1-12; Ephesians 4.1-16; John 6.24-35.
Sentence - Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labour
for that which does not satisfy? Eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food.
(Isaiah 55.2)
Prayer of the day - Living God, whose Son Jesus fed the hungry with the bread of his
life and the word of his kingdom: renew your people with your heavenly grace, and in
all our weakness sustain us with your true and living bread, Jesus Christ our Lord;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - John presents Jesus as manna, the miraculous bread God
provided and through which Israel learned to trust God’s word. The crowd introduces
the story of manna, which becomes central to John’s development of Jesus’ identity
as “bread of life” in this chapter. They ask Jesus to perform a sign like Moses did
when God provided the Israelites with a miraculous food in the desert. Even though
the crowd acclaimed Jesus as prophet and sought to make him king (John 6:14-15),
they seem not to have really understood the significance of what happened in the
feeding miracle (John 6:1-14). Now the crowd seeks Jesus across the sea, asking him
for a sign like Moses did (John 6:31). It seems strange for them to say this, since
Jesus has just performed a sign like the one they require. Even though the crowd
conveys little understanding, Jesus takes up their request to perform a sign like the
manna. He goes on to explain how the manna God gave previously is now available
to them. Jesus’ words that follow interpret the scripture quoted by the crowd, “he gave
them bread from heaven to eat” (John 6:31). He begins by interpreting the manna as a
story about what God is doing in the present. John positions readers to ask the
question, “What does it mean for Jesus to be manna?” Or “How is Jesus like the
manna?” The manna story resonates broadly with the story John is telling here. The
Israelites experienced God’s salvation in the Red Sea crossing, but they still failed to
trust God to take care of their needs. Faced with hunger, they immediately thought to
turn back to Egypt. Similarly, John’s recently fed crowd misunderstands the nature of
what Jesus has offered them and its implications for the present time. Yet the benefits
of eating the bread Jesus provides are the same. Like the Israelites, Jesus’ bread
provides life to those who trust enough to follow God’s word. God provided both water
and food where none was available, and Jesus also satisfies those who hunger and
thirst. As manna, Jesus is the trusted source of life. Just as eating manna for years in
the wilderness taught Israel to trust and follow God’s word (Deuteronomy 8:3), so also
John portrays Jesus as one who imbues trust and life in those who partake of his
bread.
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. How was Nathan’s parable an effective method for getting David to see his sin?
(2 Samuel 11:26 – 12:13a)
2. What other spiritual gifts needed in the church and world today could we add to this
list? (Ephesians 4:1-16)
3. Describe the kind of hunger that the bread of life satisfies. Where do you see this
hunger? (John 6:24-35)

SUNDAY 8 AUGUST – ORDINARY SUNDAY 19
Readings - 2 Samuel 18.5-33; Psalm 130; Ephesians 4.25-5.2; John 6.35, 41-51.
Sentence - Be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ loved
us and gave himself up for us.
(Ephesians 5.1-2)
Prayer of the day - Grant, O Lord, that we may see in you the fulfilment of all our
need, and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on the true and living bread
that you have given us in Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - Jesus is manna, that miraculous substance with which God
cultivated relationship with Israel and sustained them in the wilderness. John
continues to interpret Jesus’ identity through the story of the manna, God’s miraculous
bread from heaven. The crowd introduced the story by quoting the scripture, “he gave
them bread from heaven to eat” (John 6:31). Jesus interprets this scripture verse
throughout verses 32-58. Although the crowd was initially receptive to the idea that
Jesus could provide them with manna (verse 34), he goes on to indicate that he is the
manna. In the first “I am” statement of John’s Gospel Jesus states that he is the
“bread of life” (John 6:35). Both this phrase and the phrase “bread from heaven” were
references to the story of the manna. Jesus’ initial statement in verse 35 associates
him with the life-giving power of the manna. In the wilderness, the Israelites had
neither food nor drink and would have died without God’s provision. So also Jesus has
just provided miraculous food for 5,000 people (John 6:1-14). Also like the manna
story, Jesus is not only talking about the relief of literal hunger. The manna story is a
story about trust in God. God saved Israel from slavery in Egypt through the waters of
the Red Sea (Exodus 14-15). But once in the desert, Israel did not trust God to
provide for them. Even so, God provided both food and water throughout their forty
years (Exodus 16:35). Manna had to be collected according to the instructions God
gave (Exodus 16:16-26), and therefore was a training ground for learning to trust
God’s word. Deuteronomy summarizes the story this way: “Remember the long way
that the Lord your God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, in order to
humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would
keep his commandments. He humbled you by letting you hunger, then by feeding you
with manna, with which neither you not your ancestors were acquainted, in order to
make you understand that one does not live by bread alone, but by every word that
comes from the mouth of the Lord” (Deuteronomy 8:2-3). The memory of the manna
story was not simply that God fed Israel, but that eating manna was akin to learning
God’s wisdom and abiding by God’s law. Jesus the word is life-giving in the same
concrete ways that the manna was. He communicates God’s will and through that
word, cultivates a relationship of trust between human and divine. Jesus suggests that
he is different from the manna in one way. The ancestors died in the wilderness, but
the one who eats Jesus’ bread “does not die” (John 6:50).
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. When your grief is deep, as David’s was, are you able to lament as David did?
(2 Samel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33)
2. What is the distinction Jesus makes between the miracle of manna and the bread
of life? (John 6:35, 41-51)

SUNDAY 15 AUGUST – ORDINARY SUNDAY 20
Readings - 1 Kings 2.10-12; 3.3-14; Psalm 111; Ephesians 5.11-21; John 6.51-58.
Sentence - Jesus said, ‘Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I
in them.’ (John 6.56)
Prayer of the day - Everliving God, your Son, Jesus Christ, gave himself as living
bread for the life of the world: give us such a knowledge of his presence that we may
be strengthened and sustained by his risen life to serve you continually; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in unity with the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - Jesus is manna, food that sustained Israel both physically and
spiritually in the wilderness. John 6:51 summarizes what Jesus has been saying since
verse 32: “I am the living bread that came down from heaven, so that one may eat of it
and not die.” The death of which Jesus speaks was the death that threated Israel
under harsh conditions in the desert, and also the separation from God represented
by the sentiment that life in Egypt was preferable (see Exodus 16:3). Manna was the
solution God provided in that situation, and Jesus has been interpreting the scripture
to identify himself as manna. Jesus extends his interpretation in a new way in these
verses. He indicates that the life he gives is “eternal”: “Whoever eats of this bread will
live forever” (John 6:51). The phrase “live forever” is a variation of John’s more
common words for the gift Jesus provides, eternal life. Throughout the Gospel, Jesus
asserts that he is the bringer of eternal life for those who trust in him. The manna is
already a story of God’s life-giving power. Jesus uses this opportunity to clarify that
the life he brings as manna is this kind of life: it extends forever. As is true elsewhere
in the Gospel, this “life” Jesus brings is not limited to a future heavenly existence after
death. Many modern Christians make this mistake in reading John’s Gospel. We are
familiar with modern theological assertions that followers of Jesus go to heaven. In
addition, the phrase “eternal life,” when used in the Synoptic Gospels, often refers to
the resurrected life. For example, Matthew’s parable of the separation of sheep and
goats after the coming of the Son of Man closes with the statement, “And these will go
away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life” (Matthew 25:46).
Matthew clearly has in mind a life that is “eternal” because it is distinct from temporally
bounded human existence. John has something different in mind with the phrase
“eternal life.” This life is available to believers in the present and not only in the future.
Jesus says “those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life” (John 6:54)
and “Very truly I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life” (John 6:47). The verbs are
present tense. The life Jesus brings begins during the life of the believer and during
Jesus’ own incarnate existence on earth.
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. How do you understand the gift Solomon received — as wisdom, discernment,
humility? (1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14)
2. What songs or hymns are the most spiritual to you? How does the Spirit work
through them? (Ephesians 5:15-20)
3. Jesus’ audience is put off by the idea of flesh as food. How do you explain this
mystery? (John 6:51-58)

SUNDAY 22 AUGUST – ORDINARY SUNDAY 21
Readings - 1 Kings 8.1-43; Psalm 84; Ephesians 6.10-20; John 6.56-69.
Sentence - Jesus said, 'It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words
that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.' (John 6.63)
Prayer of the day - Everliving God, by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church is
governed and sanctified: hear the prayers we offer for all your faithful people, that in
the ministry to which you have called them each may serve you in holiness and truth;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Reflection on Ephesians - In Ephesians 6:11 we are told to “put on” the armour of
God. That same verb was used in 4:24, where we are told to put on the new self that
God created and gave to us in Christ. The spiritual arming of the church in this text is
nothing other than putting into practice the new reality created through Christ that
Ephesians has already described. God wins victory in ways that are not our ways, by
bringing peace through the violent death of the cross. It is paradoxically crucial that
the armour described in our text includes whatever prepares one to proclaim the
“gospel of peace” (verse 15). The imagery used here is armour for violent battle;
however, the strength advocated is not the might of armies, but the world-reconciling
power of God embodied in the cross of Christ. Another danger with this text’s
description of dressing ourselves in God’s armour is that we may automatically
imagine an individual preparing for solitary combat. However, the verbs and pronouns
in this passage are “you” plural, and that is a helpful reminder that evil is resisted by
the church’s life together. The church stands “against the wiles of the devil”
(Ephesians 6:11) by its love and reconciliation, by the peace and righteousness for
which it longs and works in the world and within its own fellowship, and by its mutual
prayer and proclamation. Furthermore, the opening instruction in verse 10 to “be
strong” is a passive verb, a reminder that we are to “be strengthened” by God in all the
communal dimensions already described by Ephesians: living with love and peace
toward one another, singing hymns to God, speaking truth and forgiving one another,
reflecting Christ in our homes and closest relationships. This “standing firm” (verse 13)
is not something that we can do by ourselves, but only as a community. The
instruction to “be strengthened” in verse 10 is also a present tense verb which
emphasises the continuing nature of this strengthening. It is not experienced all at
once, but is part of the ongoing life of the church together. We might render verse 10’s
overarching instruction as “all of you together, keep on being strengthened by the
Lord.” It is something with which we are never finished, but which points to the lifelong habit of trusting God and finding life, love, and strength there. We have been
enlisted into this mission, and we can respond boldly only because God has already
won the war and set us free. Therefore, there is no need for fear in the face of
whatever challenges confront the church in our times and places.
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. What pieces and qualities of the armour of God are especially helpful for today?
(Ephesians 6:10)
2. How do you talk with someone who has left the church or says they have lost their
faith? (John 6:56)

SUNDAY 29 AUGUST – ORDINARY SUNDAY 22
Readings - Song of Songs 2.8-13; Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9; James 1.17-27; Mark 7.1-8, 1423.
Sentence - Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming
down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to
change.
(James 1.17)
Prayer of the day - Cleanse our consciences, O Lord, and enlighten our hearts
through the daily presence of your Son Jesus Christ, that when he comes in glory to
be our judge we may be found undefiled and acceptable in his sight; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - At least one part of this passage is straightforward, although
disturbing: Jesus explains where evil comes from. It comes from within all those
people who bug you. But also from within you. Me, too. Of course, it takes a while for
Jesus to get to that basic point in this tongue-lashing delivered to a group of Pharisees
and scribes from Jerusalem. Their exchange begins with a question to Jesus about
traditions, particular interpretations of laws given through Moses. Jesus’ followers
(Jews, all of them) didn’t adhere to the same purity practices. “Some” disciples did not
wash their hands in particular ways prior to eating. This alone means little, as the
wider Jewish population at that time didn’t exhibit strict consistency in such matters.
The narrator’s comment in verse 3 about “all the Jews” overstates the case; different
Jews followed different traditions. Yet the scribes and Pharisees’ question in verse 5
implicitly criticises those disciples. Even more, it indicts Jesus. Even though no Old
Testament texts call for anyone to wash hands before eating (but see what priests do
in Exodus 30:18-21; 40:31), by Jesus’ day certain practices had arisen among some
Jews. Why don’t all of Jesus’ followers abide by these more recent customs? What
kind of teacher leads his pupils to violate revered elders’ teachings, that is, the legal
interpretations affirmed by at least these scribes and Pharisees? Jesus cites the
Greek version of Isaiah 29:13, comparing the “traditions of the elders” to mere “human
precepts” (verse 7) that misconstrue God’s “commandments” (verse 8). In no way
does Jesus deny the validity of either the Mosaic law in general or its individual
commandments; he rejects how certain interpretations, and thus, certain practices,
may have deviated from or obscured the intent of laws meant to safeguard purity. The
reference to Isaiah 29:13 also allows Jesus to redirect the conversation. The Isaiah
passage introduces a contrast between the lips/mouth and the heart, and Jesus builds
on this contrast to transform the issue into one about defilement and how a human
body becomes polluted. Simply put, impurity is a matter of the heart, not the mouth.
And so the passage ends with a representative (not exhaustive) list of things capable
of making a person impure (verses 21b-22). Some are deeds, others are character
traits and attitudes. All originate, Jesus says, in “the human heart,” which for the
ancients represented the seat of rationality and will. Defilement dwells deep within.
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. When looking in a mirror, what do you see in yourself as a disciple, leader and
child of God? (James 1:17)
2. In a world of division, how does your congregation help bridge diverse people,
cultures and opinions? (Mark 7:1)

