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Kay Benson 3408 1058  
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WEEKLY SERVICES 

Sunday - 7.30am & 9.30am 

Wednesday - 10am 

 

 

Fr Steven Schwarzrock 

 

 
 
NAIDOC Week celebrations are held across Australia 
each July to celebrate the history, culture and 
achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples. NAIDOC is celebrated not only in Indigenous 
communities, but by Australians from all walks of life.  
NAIDOC originally stood for ‘National Aborigines and 
Islanders Day Observance Committee’. This 
committee was once responsible for organising 
national activities during NAIDOC Week and its 
acronym has since become the name of the week 
itself. As a church who is committed to 
reconciliation, both in general and specifically with 
First Nations people, NAIDOC Week gives us an 
opportunity to put our beliefs in action. 
Reconciliation is an essential part of being a 
Christian. Our vision for reconciliation is a future of 
openness where the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people of this country will be restored to a 
place of equity, dignity and respect. We are 
committed to assisting, encouraging and resourcing 
ministry to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people. We pledge to consult and work with each 
other as equal partners in the development of our 
Church and land, in our communities, parishes and 
diocese. We invite all who call Australia their home 
to join us and as we continue the process of healing 
our peoples and this land and seas. 
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PARISH NOTICES 
Online Sunday Worship - A new online service is available each Sunday via Vimeo, 
FaceBook or our Webpage.  

Morning Tea - Morning Tea will be held in Cooinda after both Sunday Services on the 4th and 
18th July.  

St Peter’s Singing Group -   There will be no Singing Group during school holidays and will 
resume on Monday 12 July. 

Working Bee - A Working Bee will be held on Saturday 17th July from 8.00am to work on the 
church, Cooinda and the grounds.  For more information please contact the churchwardens. 

Musicians - Music plays a significant role in how we worship here at St Peter’s and we are 
blessed with a dedicated team of musicians who play for or services each Sunday. We would 
love to add some members to this team. If you have the skills and willingness to assist us 
please speak to Fr Steven. 

Rosters - Interested in joining our worship team as an av operator, reader or intercessor, 
please speak to Fr Steven or Margaret Peterson. 

Book Clubs - Are you tired of the shows on TV?  Do you want something to entertain you on 
these longer winter nights?  Do you like reading, both fiction and non-fiction?  Look no 
further.  St Peter’s has 2 Book Clubs (optimum number 10 members in each club) which 
meet monthly to discuss the book they have read during the past 4 weeks.  One club meets 
at 2.00 p.m. on one Friday in the month and the other meets at 10.00 a.m. on one Thursday.  
There is a vacancy for one new member in the Friday Group and for 3 or 4 in the Thursday 
Group.  The meetings are very informal and provide a social get-together as well.  We are all 
social distanced and do not meet if we are in lockdown.  Please speak to Joan Norton or 
Shirley Todd if you are interested.  You would be very welcome. 

Show Your Colours Sunday - The Cursillo movement has been a valuable outreach and 
missional activity in the Brisbane diocese for over 30 years.  A three day weekend retreat 
enables believers to focus on their own spiritual life and witness through a series of guided 
reflections and talks given by Lay Leaders.  In the past, Bribie Island Parish has made a 
significant contribution to the movement by conducting and hosting gatherings over many 
years.  Show Your Colours Sunday on the 11th July is an opportunity to share with others the 
unique experience of the Cursillo journey.  As a member of the Diocesan servant community, 
we hope to encourage a renewal of this movement within our parish life.  De coloures.  
Marilyn Cullen. 

Drink Containers - Collecting 10c refundable drink containers is a way the Parish raises 
funds. Please continue to collect your drink containers (no wine bottles please). They can be 
dropped off in church hallway.  You can also take your containers directly to the collection 
centre at 21 Armitage Street and give them the Parish’s scheme id, so the funds come to the 

Parish. St Peter’s scheme id is C10177475.  

Parish Newsletter - The Beacon will now be a monthly publication released towards the 
beginning of each month. If you have a notice you wish published in the Beacon please email 
it to the office by the last Sunday of the month prior. 
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  Those in Need -  Jason Black, Evelyn Elbourne, Maureen Van 

Bruggen, Blake Kubler, Elva Woods, Vicki Pickering, Kaye Bush, Phillipa 
Booth, Aileen & Ralph Johnson, Elizabeth Kubler. 

To add someone to the prayer list please email 
office@stpetersbribie.org.au 

 

 CELEBRATIONS 
July Birthdays -  Denise Fender (1st), Carol France (1st), Alan Jones (7th), Anne Paroz (9th), 
Denise Shearer (9th), Joan Norton (11th), Brenda Allardyce (13th), Heather Patterson (14th), 
Yvonne Swanson (14th), Shirley Todd (18th), Shirley Mery (20th), Ron Sheppard (20th), Rosslyn 
Allpass (21st), Cliff Fowler (21st), Diane Loose (22nd), Deborah Fegan-Grimmer (25th), 
Margaret Coupe (30th), Gordon Evens (31st). 

Special July Birthdays - Congratulations to Denise Fender  
who celebrates her 80th birthday on Tuesday 1st July, Joan 
Norton who celebrates her 90th birthday on Sunday 11th July, 
Shirley Todd who celebrates her 80th birthday on Sunday  18th 
July, Ron Sheppard who celebrates his 90th birthday on 
Tuesday 20th July, Cliff Fowler who celebrates his 90th birthday 
on Wednesday 21st July and Margaret Coupe who celebrates 
her 80th birthday on Friday 30th July. 

ST PETER’S GROUPS 
 

 

SINGING GROUP 
For an hour each Monday (during school terms), from 4pm to 

5pm, join us in the church as practice the hymns for the coming 
Sunday, sing some old favourites and learn new songs. 

 

BRIBIE ANGLICAN CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 
Bribie Anglican Cancer Support Group (BACS) is a group of people who have all 

experienced cancer in some form. It was formed by members of St. Peter’s Anglican 
Church who wanted to reach out to and support others, irrespective of denomination 
or faith. Present members include church goers and non-church goers. BACS meets 

BACS meet every Wednesday at 10.00am for coffee and chat at the RSL. All are 
welcome. For more information, phone Phyll on 3408 0901 or Denise on 3408 1598. 

 

MOTHERS’ UNION 
Mothers’ Union is an international Christian charity that seeks to 
support families worldwide. In 81 countries, our members share 
one heartfelt vision – to bring about a world where God’s love is 
shown through loving, respectful and flourishing relationships. 

Upcoming gatherings are … 
Monday 26 July - 9.30am - Eucharist and Gathering 
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ST PETER’S PARTNERSHIPS 
 

 

PANTRY HELP WITH BRIBIE ISLAND NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE 
We are continuing to collect pantry items each week which we pass on to Bribie 
Island and District Neighbourhood Centre for distribution to those in need in our 
community.  The following items are helpful - pasta, spaghetti sauce, other pasta 
sauces, rice, cooking oil, 2 minute noodles, cuppa soup, longlife milk, tea bags, 

coffee, sugar, jams, peanut butter, vegemite, cereals, fruit juices, muesli bars and 
tinned items like tuna, salmon, sardines, soups, meals, vegetables, spaghetti and 

baked beans.  Items can be placed in the marked box in the narthex. 
 

DRIVE THROUGH COVID-19 TESTING WITH 4CYTE PATHOLOGY 
COVID-19 tests are available here at St Peter’s Monday to Friday from 8am to 

3.30pm, no appointment is needed. You may either get a referral from your GP or 
you may obtain one on site when you attend to get tested. Patients should bring ID 

and Medicare card. COVID testing is bulk billed. 
 

COOINDA HALL PARTNERS 
Yoga for Health - Tuesday and Thursday @ 10am - Maggie Coombs - 0400 250 520 

Yoga - Monday @ 7pm + Thursday @ 6pm - Nick Eady - 0437 233 930 
 

CALENDAR DATES TO NOTE 
Saturday 17 July – St Peter’s Working Bee 

Monday 26 July – AMUA July Branch Eucharist and Gathering 

Saturday 31 July – Children’s Clothing Sale 

Saturday 14 August – Scones on Bribie 

Friday 10 September – St Peter’s Trivia Night 

Saturday 9 October – Market Stall at Woorim Markets 

Monday 22 November – AMUA Christmas Lunch 

Saturday 4 December – Carols in the Park 

COVID SAFETY AT ST PETER’S 
 

 

Don’t attend St Peter’s if you have COVID-19 symptoms (cough, 
fever, sore throat, fatigue or shortness of breath) or have been to a 

declared COVID-19 hotspot in the previous 14 days. 
 

Face Masks are compulsory for all church services and activities from now until 
Tuesday 13 July 2021.   

 

Check In Qld App is being made mandatory for churches. If you have a smart 
phone that you use it to check in when dining out, please bring it along to church 
and use it check in. If you do not have a smart phone with the app, please make 

yourself known to the check in officer at the service. 



 

 

SUNDAY 4 JULY – ORDINARY SUNDAY 14 

Readings - 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10; Psalm 48; 2 Corinthians 12:2-10; Mark 6:1-13. 

Sentence - Of Jesus many said, ‘What is this wisdom that has been given to him? 
What deeds of power are being done by his hands!’   (Mark 6.2) 

Prayer of the day - O Lord our God, you are always more ready to bestow your good 
gifts upon us than we are to seek them; and more willing to give than we desire or 
deserve: in our every need, grant us the first and best of all your gifts, the Spirit who 
makes us your children. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

Gospel Reflection - The rejection at Jesus’ hometown synagogue seems to have 
given impetus to the commissioning of the twelve for their first assignment.  This was 
why Jesus had chosen “twelve” in chapter 3.  Since that point, they were preparing for 
their own mission.  In chapter 4, Jesus taught about the nature of God’s reign, 
providing private instruction for them.  In chapter 5, Jesus performed liberating acts for 
them to witness.  Finally, just before he sent them out, the mission experienced 
unexpected rejection, as a signal of what was to be expected in their work in the 
movement (see verse 11). Differences in the Gospel accounts may simply have 
reflected the various missionary strategies in early Christianity.  For example, only in 
Mark did Jesus command the disciples to take a staff and wear sandals.  This may 
imply the length of their journey. Dependence on hosts would be important in each 
Gospel strategy, but in the Markan missionary plan the disciples were more prepared.  
Also, there are two other significant features in Mark which should be highlighted. 
First, they were to continue the Jesus movement in households.  This was not 
unanticipated, in light of Jesus’ own successful activity in the homes surrounding 
Galilee. In this narrative, Jesus’ message and activity in the synagogues had been 
growing less impressive as the story went on, including the latest rejection in 6:1-6.  
Synagogues, with established religious traditions and authorities, were not always 
susceptible to new ideas and activities that may have represented a new move of 
God! So, Jesus prepared his disciples for potential rejection. Wherever rejection 
existed, so would judgment: “shake off the dust that is on your feet” (6:11).  According 
to this account, their mission was successful (6:12-13).  The disciples, clueless in 
several earlier stories, apparently understood enough to carry out this mission 
effectively. Second, while continuing Jesus’ message of “repentance”, their use of “oil” 
was distinctive. No provisions of this kind were mentioned in Jesus’ earlier words.  
Since Matthew and Luke omitted the reference, its use may actually have reflected a 
later practice in the Markan community.  But it was a common custom that was known 
in the wider culture (cf. Luke 10:34) and utilized in some circles of early Christianity 
(James 5:14). 

Questions for Scripture Reflection 

1. Are the qualities that make a leader great inborn gifts or learned practices? (2Sam) 
2. What examples can you recall where God’s power is made perfect in weakness? (2 

Corinthians) 
3. Why do you think the unbelief of people in his hometown seemed to affect the 

powers of Jesus? (Mark 6:1-13) 



 

  

SUNDAY 11 JULY – ORDINARY SUNDAY 15 

Readings - 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19; Psalm 24; Ephesians 1:1-14; Mark 6:14-29. 

Sentence - Who shall stand in the Lord’s holy place? Those who have clean hands 
and pure hearts, who do not lift up their hands to what is false.  (Psalm 24.3-4) 

Prayer of the day - Eternal God, open our eyes to see your hand at work in the 
splendour of creation and in the beauty of human life. Help us to cherish the gifts that 
surround us, to share our blessings with our sisters and brothers, and to experience 
the joy of life in your presence; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Gospel Reflection - The report of John’s death, Jesus’ mentor, was the end of 
innocence for Jesus’ mission. Placing this account between the commission and the 
return of the twelve disciples (during the heart of the expansion of the Jesus 
movement), Mark relayed the story of John and Herod as a foreshadowing of Jesus’ 
own death by the hands of a political, though sympathetic, figure. Immediately before 
Mark told this story, the only one in which Jesus was not the primary subject, he told 
the story of the rejection of Jesus at home. Mark chose this opportunity, after Jesus 
sent out his disciples on their first formal mission, to report the death of John the 
Baptist.  Mark hinted at this political death earlier in the story when John was arrested 
(1:14), but saved the full report until chapter 6.  Interpreters who choose to think that 
Jesus’ life and mission were disconnected from the socio-political affairs of his first 
century context must view this account (John’s death by Herod) as an aside. Mark 
placed this account between the commission and the return of the disciples to intimate 
its significance for the expansion of Jesus’ mission. At the beginning of the section, 
Mark offered transitional verses in order to express Herod’s views of the Jesus’ 
movement. Unlike others who thought that Jesus was a “prophet”, Herod thought that 
Jesus was a resurrected John (6:16).  Herod’s assessment made a close link between 
the missions of Jesus and John.  Not only was Jesus’ mission initiated only after 
John’s arrest, according to Mark, but Jesus’ continual activity was viewed by the 
“powers that be” as intimately associated with John’s. 

Questions for Scripture Reflection 
1. In what context have you found dance or body-focused worship to be meaningful? 

(2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19) 
2. From what sources do you draw your spiritual inheritance? How has it been a 

blessing? (Ephesians 1:3-14) 
3. Why is it that Herod likes to hear John the Baptist speak but is not moved by his 

message? (Mark 6:14-29) 



 

  

SUNDAY 18 JULY – ORDINARY SUNDAY 16 

Readings - 2 Samuel 7:1-14a; Ps 89:21-38; Ephesians 2:11-22; Mark 6:30-34,53-56. 

Sentence - As he went ashore, Jesus saw a great crowd; and he had compassion on 
them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them 
many things.  (Mark 6.34) 

Prayer of the day - Eternal God, author of our life and end of our pilgrimage: guide us 
by your word and Spirit amid all perils and temptations, that we may not wander from 
your way, but may run our course in safety until we come to our eternal rest in you; 
through the grace of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Gospel Reflection - Mark reported the re-gathering of Jesus’ “apostles” (6:30) from a 
successful mission (cf. 6:7-13) after depicting the death and burial of John. As John’s 
mission came to an end, the apostles’ mission had just begun. The only other time 
Mark used the term “apostles” for Jesus’ disciples was in 3:14. It could be argued that 
“disciples” was the term Mark used for the broader group of followers, which included 
the twelve. While closely associating the two missions (John’s and Jesus’), Mark also 
clearly delineated between the two leaders and their bands in the story.  Jesus’ 
immediate reaction was to secure a private place for his disciples to rest. The 
“wilderness,” which had provided Jesus with relief earlier (1:35), seemed like a logical 
choice. This is a place of “rest” and “restoration” in the Markan narrative, but is also a 
location on the periphery. Locating a place to eat leisurely was becoming increasingly 
difficult.  The reference to food again expressed how Jesus’ mission was directly tied 
to basic economic realities. Food and eating were two prominent themes of the 
narrative and received specific attention in the two “feeding” narratives. As the 
passage continues, we hear how large Jesus’ following had become.  Not only was 
the mission expanding, as the work of the apostles had shown (6:30), but many 
regularly attempted to track down Jesus.  In this passage, Mark described them as 
running faster on foot than those traveling by boat.  They were intent on locating 
Jesus.  Yet, when Jesus saw them, he viewed them as “sheep without a shepherd,” 
an image of their vulnerability. At this stage in the Markan narrative, Jesus’ reaction 
must be a critique of Herod in the previous scene.  Herod held feasts for the “leaders 
of Galilee,” but Jesus fed common people.  Mark’s juxtaposition of these two 
“shepherds” and their activities centered on issues of food and associations in the first 
century.  Here was one instance of how, for Mark, Jesus “shepherded” the “sheep” of 
Israel.  Jesus’ feeding was a reminder of how Moses provided food for the people of 
Israel in the ancient wilderness (Numbers 27). The importance of food and community 
cannot be overstated as a primary function of first century life in the Mediterranean 
life. 

Questions for Scripture Reflection 
1. Why do you think David’s offer to build a house for God did not meet with God’s 

favour? (2 Samuel 7:1-14a) 
2. What alienates people in your context? How can the dividing walls be broken 

down? (Ephesians 2:11-22) 
3. What kinds of practices have helped you find a quiet inner place in which to rest? 

(Mark 6:30-34, 53-56) 



 

 

SUNDAY 25 JULY – ORDINARY SUNDAY 17 

Readings - 2 Samuel 11:1-15; Psalm 14; Ephesians 3:14-21; John 6:1-21. 

Sentence -  ‘I am the living bread that came down from heaven,’ says the Lord. 
‘Whoever eats of this bread will live for ever; and the bread that I will give for the life of 
the world is my flesh.’    (John 6.51) 

Prayer of the day - Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your 
children a longing for your word and a hunger for your truth: grant that, believing in the 
one whom you have sent, we may know him to be the true bread of heaven and the 
food of eternal life, Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be 
glory and honour for ever and ever. Amen. 

Gospel Reflection - For the next 5 weeks we move out of Mark’s Gospel and examine 
the sixth chapter of John. John 6:1-21 holds together as a narrative, but it actually 
contains two stories.  In the first story the crowds are looking for another sign, and 
they get one. Jesus multiplies loaves of bread and fish to satisfy the hunger of the 
people and it is called a sign.  In John’s Gospel, a sign is used to signify who Jesus is. 
In this miraculous feeding, the people see the sign and it signifies to them that Jesus 
is “the prophet who is to come into the world”.  The first story meets the need of a 
hungry crowd in a remote location with no possibility for the provision of food. The 
next story requires a similarly exotic miracle. It is dark. The disciples are alone three 
miles out on the lake in a boat. The winds are up. The water is rough. They see Jesus 
walking on the water. They are SCARED. In what may be one of the boldest 
Johannine understatements, Jesus simply speaks the “egō eimi” (verse 20). These 
words will occur again on the lips of Jesus in verses 35, 41, 48, and 51. Here, though, 
they stand alone. There is no fuller explanation, no expansion, no predicate adjective 
or predicate nominative for grammarians to haggle over. I would suggest a simple 
understanding of the “I am” statement in this context. It is as if one were to open the 
door and enter a dark room where another is present. There is a fear over who is 
entering the room if the identity is not announced. A simple “It is I” suffices as a voice 
recognition to calm the fear over who the intruder is. This story is similar in flow to the 
previous one. The disciples need Jesus. Their need came out of Jesus’ own absence. 
Then Jesus appears: a miracle happens through the simple voice of Jesus calling out 
to them, “I’m here. Stop being afraid.” Jesus words of reassurance can calm the 
grandest of fears. These stories show us how Jesus acted in order to show who he is. 
Jesus responded to the needs of the crowd and the disciples. Jesus is active through 
both miracle and simple presence. 

Questions for Scripture Reflection 
1. Would Bathsheba’s experience of David’s use of his power qualify as a #MeToo 

story? (2 Samuel 11:1-15) 
2. By what process or through what practices are believers rooted and grounded in 

love? (Ephesians 3:14-21) 
3. Why was Jesus testing the disciples by asking where bread might come from for 

feeding the crowd? (John 6:1-21) 



 

 


