Parish Council is currently considering the question
of what is our vision for the Parish in 5 years time.
This has been a challenging question to consider as
we wrestle with the older dynamic of our
community, decreasing number of volunteers and
the ongoing impacts of the pandemic. One point
discussed is the importance of St Peter’s to be a
meeting place and the need to ensure that we are a
welcoming and caring community. Hospitality is one
of the core fundamentals of the Gospels. Hospitality
should be a hallmark of every local church. This
means welcoming new people and helping them to
form ongoing relationships. Hospitality is key to
church health and growth. This was confirmed by the
Church of England Research ‘From Anecdote to
Evidence’, which found that “growth in numbers was
more likely if a church was welcoming and had an
atmosphere of belonging and caring.” It is natural for
people who have been going to their church for a
long time and formed many friendships to think that
it is a warm and welcoming place; however, we must
put ourselves in the shoes of the newcomer to really
evaluate our level of hospitality. There are a number
of things that people can do to make a difference
and these go beyond just a friendly welcome at the
door. One way we can do this is by addressing others
by name, which is much easier to do when people
wear name badges. I would encourage everyone to
wear a name badge to church every week. At St
Peter’s we regularly have visitors, and it is important
to say hello and introduce yourself. Research shows
that the number one reason new people return to a
church is not because of the music or preaching, but
because they felt welcomed by the members of the
community. So let us get to know those around us at
church, have conversation and grow together as the
body of Christ. Fr Steven
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PARISH NOTICES
Online Sunday Worship - A new online service is available each Sunday via Vimeo,
FaceBook or our Webpage.
Parish Newsletter - The Beacon will now be a monthly publication released towards the
beginning of each month. If you have a notice you wish published in the Beacon please email
it to the office by the last Sunday of the month prior.
Morning Tea - Morning Tea will be held in Cooinda after both Sunday Services on May 16th.
St Peter’s Singing Group - St Peter’s Singing Group will resume on Monday 10 May from
4pm to 5pm. All are welcome.
Musicians - Music plays a significant role in how we worship here at St Peter’s and we are
blessed with a dedicated team of musicians who play for our services each Sunday. We
would love to add some members to this team. If you have the skills and the willingness to
assist us please speak to Fr Steven.
Rosters - Interested in joining our worship team as a reader, intercessor or liturgical
assistant; please speak to Fr Steven or Margaret Peterson.
Study Group “Climate for Change” - Fr Steven will be leading a series of studies about the
climate crisis on a Monday afternoon from 2pm to 3.30pm commencing on Monday 17 May.
If you would like a printed copy of the study, please see Fr Steven or Lynn Macbeth. All are
welcome to attend the study group on Monday which will meet in St Peter’s or work through
the study at home.
Book Clubs - Are you tired of the shows on TV? Do you want something to entertain you on
these longer winter nights? Do you like reading, both fiction and non-fiction? Look no
further. St Peter’s has 2 Book Clubs (optimum number 10 members in each club) which
meet monthly to discuss the book they have read during the past 4 weeks. One club meets
at 2.00 p.m. on one Friday in the month and the other meets at 10.00 a.m. on one Thursday.
There is a vacancy for one new member in the Friday Group and for 3 or 4 in the Thursday
Group. The meetings are very informal and provide a social get-together as well. We are all
social distanced and do not meet if we are in lockdown. Please speak to Joan Norton
34080774 or Shirley Todd 0419758337 if you are interested. You would be very welcome.
Northern Region Lay Retreat - This silent retreat will be held from Friday 26th November
until Sunday 28th November.
Woorim Market Stall - St Peter’s will be holding a stall at the Woorim markets on Saturday
12th June. We will need jams and relishes, cakes and biscuits (ingredients on labels please)
handcrafts, plants and any other saleable quality products. For more information, please
speak to one the wardens – Kay, Margaret or Greg.
Dinner Party Raffle - Bev and Henry Hyde are delighted to have won the Dinner Party Raffle.
Thank you to everyone who made it possible. To those who will provide the food and
accompaniments for the dinner, and to all of you who sold and bought tickets. Thank you
for helping to raise $760 for general church funds. Margaret and Frankie.
Drink Containers - Collecting 10c refundable drink containers is a way the Parish raises
funds. Please continue to collect your drink containers. They can be dropped off in church

Those in Need - Evelyn Elbourne, Kelly Benson, Maureen Van
Bruggen, Blake Kubler, Elva Woods, Vicki Pickering, Kaye Bush, Phillipa
Booth, Aileen & Ralph Johnson, Elizabeth Kubler, Krista-Liisa
Pulkkinen.
To add someone to the prayer list please email
office@stpetersbribie.org.au

CELEBRATIONS
May Birthdays - Frankie Park (6th), Karen Quinn (6th), Barry Hancox (9th), Neville Freeman
(14th), Neville Mietzel (19th), Carolyn Payne (20th), Barbara Black (22nd), Bruce Clark (22nd),
Chris Dale (22nd), Sharon Parsons (24th), Ken Park (27th), Karen Llewellyn (29th), Dawn
Williams (31st).
Special April Birthdays - Congratulations to Neville Freeman who celebrates his 80th
birthday on Friday 14th May and Karen Llewellyn who celebrates her 60th birthday on
Saturday 29th May.

ST PETER’S GROUPS
SINGING GROUP
For an hour each Monday (during school terms), from 4pm to 5pm, join us in the
church as practice the hymns for the coming Sunday, sing some old favourites and
learn new songs.

BRIBIE ANGLICAN CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
Bribie Anglican Cancer Support Group (BACS) is a group of people who have all
experienced cancer in some form. It was formed by members of St. Peter’s Anglican
Church who wanted to reach out to and support others, irrespective of denomination
or faith. Present members include church goers and non-church goers. BACS meets
BACS meet every Wednesday at 10.00am for coffee and chat at the RSL. All are
welcome. For more information, phone Phyll on 3408 0901 or Denise on 3408 1598.

MOTHERS’ UNION
Mothers’ Union is an international Christian charity that seeks to support families
worldwide. In 81 countries, our members share one heartfelt vision – to bring about
a world where God’s love is shown through loving, respectful and flourishing
relationships. Upcoming gatherings are …
Monday 24 May - 9.30am - Eucharist and Discussion on Future of Branch

BOOK CLUBS
To join or more information phone Joan Norton on 3408 0774.

HOME AND STUDY GROUP
For more information please speak to Fr Steven.

ST PETER’S PARTNERSHIPS
PANTRY HELP WITH BRIBIE ISLAND NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE
We are continuing to collect pantry items each week which we pass on to Bribie
Island and District Neighbourhood Centre for distribution to those in need in our
community. The following items are helpful - pasta, spaghetti sauce, other pasta
sauces, rice, cooking oil, 2 minute noodles, cuppa soup, longlife milk, tea bags,
coffee, sugar, jams, peanut butter, vegemite, cereals, fruit juices, muesli bars and
tinned items like tuna, salmon, sardines, soups, meals, vegetables, spaghetti and
baked beans. Items can be placed in the marked box in the narthex.
Dring April a total of 84kg of food was donated to the BINC for those
struggling in our community including the homeless and victims of
domestic violence … Tuesday 6 April - 26.7kg; Tuesday 13 April - 22.5kg;
Tuesday 19 April - 23.3kg; Tuesday 29 April - 11.5kg.

DRIVE THROUGH COVID-19 TESTING WITH 4CYTE PATHOLOGY
COVID-19 tests are available here at St Peter’s Monday to Friday from 8am to
3.30pm and on Saturday 8am to 2pm, no appointment is needed. You may either
get a referral from your GP or you may obtain one on site when you attend to get
tested. Patients should bring ID and Medicare card. COVID testing is bulk billed.

COOINDA HALL PARTNERS
Yoga for Health - Tuesday and Thursday @ 10am - Maggie Coombs - 0400 250 520
Yoga - Monday @ 7pm + Thursday @ 6pm - Nick Eady - 0437 233 930

PARISH FINANCIAL REPORT - JANUARY TO APRIL 2021
INCOME

Offertory Income
Fundraising
Property Income
Investment Income
Ministerial Services Income
Received for Others
Other Income (inc Grants)
Total Income

$ 33,165
$ 1,789
$ 4,902
$
11
$ 1,050
$ 1,633
$ 9,630
$ 52,179

EXPENSES

Payroll Expenses (Rector/Locum)
Ministry and Worship Expenses
Diocesan Contribution
Other Giving
Occupancy Expenses
Repairs and Maintenance
Administration Expenses
Depreciation
Total Expense

$ 28,949
$
225
$ 4,000
$ 1,733
$ 5,688
$
290
$ 2,841
$ 1,076
$ 44,802

SUNDAY 2 MAY – FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Readings - Acts 8.26-40; Psalm 22.26-32; 1 John 4.7-21; John 15.1-8.
Sentence - In this is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us. Beloved,
since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. (1 John 4.10-11)
Prayer of the day - O God, form the minds of your faithful people, that we may love
what you command and desire what you promise, so that, amid the many changes
of this world, our hearts may there be fixed where true joys are to be found;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - The imagery of the vine and the relationship of the branches,
appendages to the main source of nourishment, has long been used to describe
the church. So we can ask “What does it mean for the church to live as the
branches of Christ, the vine? What would “church” look like if it embraced this
model for its corporate life?” The image of the sturdy vine that continues to thrive
beyond all challenges that come against it can be a helpful one for the church. The
branches, the people individually, congregations, or even denominations, cannot
continue to grow and to thrive within the Body of Christ unless they hold closely to
the teachings of Christ. If that were the case, what the church would look like in its
corporate life is a representation of all people with all their differences and a true
image of diversity. The guiding principle by which all would be transformed into the
image of Christ is boundless love of God and neighbour. In addition, because of
that love, each person would seek to bring others into the beloved community to
become fully a part of the Body of Christ. Each of us is called to receive Christ as
Lord and once we have made that initial declaration, we are adjured to take our
leading and our sustenance from Christ who is the vine. But our responsibility does
not stop there. Bearing fruit means engaging for ourselves as individuals and as
the church in those activities and tasks that recognize and invest in the goodness
of God’s love by spreading that love to the neighbour whom we are called to love.
The specifics of bearing fruit are left to the community as a whole and to each
individual who receives the nurture that both Christ and the community provide.
Each and all must come to the realisation that we are not self-made. Yes we are
individuals, but as Christians the individualism so admired by the world must take a
back seat to the reality that all that we are and have are as a result of the abiding
grace of God. All are evidence of God’s love and that love must be spread abroad,
thereby bearing fruit. It is not about judgment; it is about growth. Because as the
dead branches are removed, those that remain adhered to the vine become
stronger and contribute to the health of the vine. That is a message that in this time
carries much urgency for the contemporary church in all its divisions for the sake of
the diversity that is the true Body of Christ.
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. What does it mean to you and look like for you to abide in Jesus because of the
Holy Spirit? (1 John 4:13)
2. Ponder the fruit you have borne. In what ways did abiding in Christ make fruit
possible? (John 15:4, 5, 8)

SUNDAY 9 MAY - SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Readings - Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98; 1 John 5:1-12; John 15:9-17.
Sentence - Jesus said, ‘You did not choose me, but I chose you. And I appointed
you to go and bear fruit.’ (John 15.16)
Prayer of the day - Loving God, your Son has chosen us and called us to be his
friends: give us grace to keep his commandments, to love one another, and to bear
fruit which will abide; through him who is the true vine, the source of all our life,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - Jesus’ assertions in this passage are neatly book-ended by the
same injunction to love. An interesting question to pose in verse 9: how has Jesus
loved us as God loves Jesus? What is this mirror image supposed to tell us about
Jesus’ love for his people, the love in which we are to abide? The characteristics
and actions of this love are multiple and could form a sermon by themselves. God’s
love towards Jesus is demanding, full of presence and promise, rich in public
displays of God’s power. It prunes, cleanses, moulds, forms, challenges, and
supports Jesus in his ministry. This is the love of Jesus Christ in which we are
invited to abide. But what are the parameters for abiding? Where is the direction
book, the how-to-manual for this abiding? Abiding is not only a state of mind and
spirit. Jesus emphatically says the road of abiding consists in keeping his
commandments (John 15:10). Jesus again urges his disciples to do this since he
has kept God’s commandments, and the results of such abiding were observable in
all he did. In both verses 9 and 10, one is reminded of a parent leaning over a
young baby, with smiles, trying to elicit smiles, and with gestures encouraging the
baby to do the same as the parent. Jesus’ use of himself as the model for love, and
for commandment keeping, is anchored in daily life. One imagines his
encouragement: “You can do this! You can do this because I have done it, and I
am here to show you how to do it.” Verse 11 focuses on what might be considered
an odd outcome to keeping Jesus’ commandments — joy. And not just any joy, but
the joy of Jesus the Christ, a complete fulfillment yielding this response. Joy over
what? What does this mean? Surely it does mean an exuberance of faith that
nothing can destroy. It means a deep-seated sense of happiness that is not merely
emotion alone, but also a lively pleasure in the things of God. Given the grim
stereotypes often applied to Christian faith by outsiders, these words of Jesus
effectively combine human action (the fulfilling of his commandments) with a
radical human emotion as their effect (joy). Abiding in Jesus the risen Lord is not a
matter of grim-faced respectability or dour commandment keeping−it is a joy, a
holy hilarity!
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. Contrast servants and friends. When do you feel like a servant and when a
friend of Jesus’? (John 15:15)
2. The floods and hills praise God (Psalm 98:7, 8). When and where do you
experience nature praising God?
3. What are current parallels to the division between Jews and Gentiles that was
healed in Christ? (Acts 10:45)

SUNDAY 16 MAY - FEAST OF ASCENSION
Readings - Acts 1.1-11; Psalm 93; Ephesians 1:15-23; Mark 16.15-20.
Sentence - ‘Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole
creation,’ says the Lord. (Mark 16.15)
Prayer of the day - God of majesty, you led the Messiah through suffering into risen
life, and took him up into the glory of heaven: clothe us with the power promised
from on high, and send us forth to the ends of the earth as heralds of repentance
and witnesses of Jesus Christ, the firstborn from the dead, who lives with you now
and always in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen.
Acts Reflection - In this passage, Luke does three main things to initiate the
storyline of Acts. First, he connects the second volume to the first (Acts 1:1-3).
Second, he foreshadows the narrative structure and purpose of the whole of Acts
(Acts 1:4-8). Finally, he tells the story of the ascension in order to get Jesus off
stage in order to make room for the age of the apostles to begin (Acts 1:9-11). In
Acts 1:4-8, Jesus and the disciples engage in a dialogue. These are the only words
Jesus speaks in Acts so they are of special significance. Jesus begins the dialogue
by instructing the disciples to stay in Jerusalem until they receive the promise from
God, that is the gift of the Holy Spirit foreshadowed early in the Gospel of Luke
when John the Baptist prophesied that one was coming who would baptise with the
Holy Spirit (Luke 3:16). While Luke will narrate this promise as fulfilled in the story
of Pentecost in chapter 2, the disciples infer that Jesus is speaking apocalyptically
and ask whether this will also be the time in which Christ restores the kingdom of
Israel. Jesus, however, focuses their attention back on the gift of the Holy Spirit
and its results: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Throughout the book of Acts Luke repeatedly
celebrates the growth of the church, he is quite honest about the many ways
people reject the message and persecute those who carry that message. After all,
the narrative ends with Paul under house arrest, and the original readers would
have known of Paul’s fate as a martyr. In Acts 1:9-11, Luke tells of Jesus’
departure into the clouds, the clouds from which Jesus promised he would return.
In the early church the celebration of Christ ascending to the right hand of God to
judge the living and the dead was one of giving praise for the eschatological
granting to Christ’s rule over the powers and principalities of the world (e.g.,
Ephesians 1:19-20). In addition to celebration, this passage in Acts offers a
different theological perspective on the Ascension. The stories of the Incarnation
and the Resurrection emphasize Christ’s immanence. The story of the Ascension
emphasizes Christ’s transcendence.
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. If Luke’s first book was about what Jesus did and taught, how will Jesus
continue to act and teach now that he has gone to be with the Father? (Acts
1.4-5)
2. Do you think we are witnesses too? Does anything get in the way or distract
us from fulfilling this crucial role? How are we also equipped?

SUNDAY 23 MAY – PENTECOST SUNDAY
Readings - Acts 2.1-21; Ps 104.26-36; Romans 8.22-27; John 15.26-27; 16.4b-15.
Sentence - ‘A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you,’ says
the Lord God; ‘I will put my spirit within you and you shall live.’ (Ezekiel 36.26; 37.14)
Prayer of the day - Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of
your Church: open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may bring forth
the fruit of the Spirit in love, joy, and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is
alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - Pentecost! A time of being both uprooted and deeply grounded.
Like the wind, the Spirit moves us in different ways, sending us to other places and
nesting us into other ground. To experience Pentecost it is necessary to search for
change and to allow ourselves to be changed. Changes mean new forms of
consciousness and awareness. What is it in your life that needs to be changed?
Like seeds, we must learn to let go and die so we can sprout into life! Be uprooted
from ways of thinking and believing and be taken by the Spirit, flowing with God’s
grace to more expansive and necessary ways of living our faith in our world today.
In this text, Jesus is offering his “so long” talk to his disciples. It is about time for
Jesus to go, but he assures them they will not be alone. They will have each other
and the presence of God through the Holy Spirit. Jesus’ swirling talk moves in
various correlations while also showing how the Spirit will be manifested in them.
Jesus is placing himself in the past while the Spirit is what comes next, continuing
the work of God and/in Jesus. The One who is coming will take care of us. While
Jesus prays in John 17:6-19 for God to protect the disciples, here Jesus makes
explicit that it is the Spirit who is going to protect them. This protection will come by
advocating, testifying, speaking truth and glorifying. The Spirit is the paraclete who
will advocate for us and the earth. The Spirit will hear our pain, moaning,
desperation, and utterances, and will bring it all to God (Romans 8:26). The Spirit
will testify Jesus to us and hold on to the subversive memory of Jesus. When we
then testify about God’s glory and justice in Jesus, it is the Spirit working on us.
When the Spirit testifies in us, we feel the presence of God and can offer our
testimonies on how God acts in us, manifests in the world, transforms people, and
brings life where there was only death. During this Pentecost, our call is to both live
a spiritual life bent inward to find our own healing (not selfishness), and also bent
outward, as a demand to care for others near us and elsewhere. It is only with a
spirituality grounded in the Spirit that we can keep changing and being transformed
(Romans 12:1-3). Pentecost is a call for the church to live in the full power of the
Spirit. Not in the power of budgets, programs, personal peaceful interiority, or a sort
of consumer self-realization. Rather, it is a call to act upon our inward and outward
selves together, as the prophet Micah reminds us: “What does the Lord require of
you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. In what ways did the coming of the Holy Spirit prove the world wrong about sin,
righteousness, and judgment? (Acts 2:1-21)
2. How is the Advocate Jesus describes like and unlike the Spirit shown at
Pentecost? (John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15)

SUNDAY 30 MAY – TRINITY SUNDAY
Readings - Isaiah 6.1-8; Psalm 29; Romans 8.12-17; John 3.1-17.
Sentence - Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.
(Isaiah 6.3)
Prayer of the day - O blessed Trinity, in whom we know the Maker of all things,
seen and unseen, the Saviour of all, both near and far: by your Spirit enable us so
to worship your divine majesty, that with all the company of heaven we may
magnify your glorious name, saying, Holy, holy, holy. Glory to you, O Lord most
high. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - This well-known passage from John is a rarity in the Gospels
because it shows Jesus discussing in some detail all three persons of the Trinity.
Jesus’ words here should not be mistaken for a theological treatise on the one God
in three persons, however. Instead, in this encounter Jesus challenges Nicodemus
to move from theory to practice, from knowledge to faith, from curiosity to
commitment. The narrator portrays Nicodemus as a learned man with impressive
credentials, describing him not only as a Pharisee but as “a ruler of the Jews.”
Nicodemus thinks that he, as a religious leader, understands who Jesus is and who
God is. Jesus calls his understanding into question. Like a typical scholar,
Nicodemus begins the conversation with a statement based on evidence. “We
know” that Jesus is a teacher come from God. How do we know? By observation,
logic, and deduction. Jesus’ signs provide convincing proof that God is with him.
Though Nicodemus is not wrong in his conclusion, he is not right either. His
perception is partial and incomplete. Along with the “many” mentioned in John
2:23-24 who believe in Jesus’ name because they have seen the signs he does, he
is not a person to whom Jesus can entrust himself. Lacking both courage and
commitment, he has come to visit Jesus by night. Far from being a follower of
Jesus, he is unwilling even to be seen with him. Jesus’ response to Nicodemus’
opening statement cuts straight to the heart of the matter: no one can see God’s
reign without being born again/from above (the Greek word anothen means both
“again” and “from above,” and both senses are important here). Unless Nicodemus
allows God to change his whole way of being in the world, he will not be able to
perceive God at work. Nicodemus promptly demonstrates his lack of spiritual
perception by missing Jesus’ wordplay and taking Jesus at the most literal.
Mystified, he asks, “How can anyone be born after growing old?” Jesus explains
that by water and the Spirit God gives people rebirth into the reign of God. Those
who are reborn in this way become spiritual beings, shaped and sustained by the
Spirit who bears them.
Questions for Scripture Reflection
1. Isaiah believes his unworthiness is also communal. How might his purification
affect the community? (Isa 6:1-8)
2. How should we put to death bodily deeds while upholding the honour of being
an heir of God? (Rom 8:12-17)
3. Luther said John 3:16 is the gospel in miniature. What could you add to
complete its message?

The Birth of Christ Within:
Seeing Reality as God Does

NORTHERN REGION LAY RETREAT
(This will be a silent retreat)
An exploration of the human journey in encountering Christ through the different
stages of life, the different forms Christ takes as we journey, & the ways the genders
encounter this differently.

Friday November 26th 6.00pm until after lunch Sunday 28th November 2021
(Option to attend Saturday 27th November only from 9am – 5pm)
To be held at: Raymont Residential College, Auchenflower
Facilitator: Richard Fay Dip.Min., M.Couns.
Introduction on Friday night by Bishop Jeremy Greaves
Richard is an experienced pastor & spiritual director who is now a psychotherapist
in private practice. He is former CEO & now Ambassador of the Centre for Men &
Families Australia. He is also an LA & lay preacher at St John’s Cathedral.

Further details & booking information please contact Nerida Murray at
neridamurray@me.com
Organised by The Northern Region Lay Retreat Team consisting of parishioners from the
Aspley/Albany Creek and Stafford Parishes

