Discipleship in Uncertain Times

WEEKLY SERVICES

The past year has reminded us that we do not have
as much control over our life journey as we may
have thought. The pandemic of the last year has
impacted how we live, how we interact and even
how we worship. With over 2.24 million deaths
contributed to COVID-19 around the world over the
past year we can feel blessed to live in such an
isolated part of the world where we have been
protected from many of the horrors of the
pandemic. Yet the ongoing effect of this pandemic
means the future is full of uncertainty. Personally
2021 will look very different than I had planned, in
fact it is with great hesitation I set goals for the
coming year, knowing that we cannot plan with the
certainty we could prior to the pandemic. In light of
all this uncertainty the mission of the church is as
important as always. We cannot stop being the
church and we cannot stop being disciples. One of
the challenges we face is how to continue the
important work of the proclaiming the Gospel in the
midst of this uncertainty and ongoing safety
restrictions. Despite these obstacles we need to
continue with our worship, our study and our
action. Whether people worship in person at St
Peter’s or worship at home, we must stay faithful to
our prayers and the study of God’s word. The action
of discipleship is most likely the most challenging
thing we must continue to do in these uncertain
times, yet it is essential that we continue to bring
faith, hope and love into the lives of those around
us, especially those who are in need and hurting.
May the Holy Spirit equip us and convict us all to
continue in the work of the Gospel in which each of
us is called.
Fr Steven

Sunday - 7.30am & 9.30am
Wednesday - 10am
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PARISH NOTICES
Online Sunday Worship - A new online service is available each Sunday via Vimeo,
FaceBook or our Webpage.
Parish Newsletter - The Beacon will now be a monthly publication released towards the
beginning of each month. If you have a notice you wish published in the Beacon please email
it to the office by the last Sunday of the prior month.
Morning Tea - Morning Tea will be held in Cooinda after the Sunday Services on the first and
third Sundays of each month. Next day for Morning Tea is this Sunday.

Funeral of Jan Higginbotham - Jan’s funeral will be held at the Tradition Funerals Chapel
in Burpengary on Monday 8 February at 9.30am.
Singing Group - Singing Group has now resumed and is meets in St Peter’s each Monday
afternoon from 4pm to 5pm.
Lenten Study - Fr Steven will be leading a Lenten Study on Monday afternoon from 2pm to
3.30pm using the resource ‘Awakening My Faith’. The study will commence on Monday 15
February and will meet in St Peter’s.
Ash Wednesday - This year Ash Wednesday falls on 17 February. There will be Eucharistic
services on Ash Wednesday at 7am, 10am and 6pm.
Parish Council - The next meet of Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 17 February at
7pm in Cooinda.
Parish AGM - The Parish Annual General Meeting will be held on Sunday 28 February at
11am. Nominations are called for the positions of Churchwarden, Parish Nominator, one
Synod Representative and Parish Councillors. Nomination forms are available from the
office and these nominations need to be submitted to Fr Steven by Sunday 21 February.
Parish Movie Night - St Peter’s is hosting a showing of the movie NOMADLAND as a church
fundraiser on Monday 8 March at the Bribie Cinema. Tickets cost $20 and cover admission to
the movie with either a choc top ice cream or a small popcorn. The movie stars Frances
McDormand as Fern, a woman experiencing homelessness who travels across the West in a
van looking for a job. Fern lost everything in the Great Recession, and seeks the wisdom and
hospitality of real-life nomads in the U.S.

Mowing Roster - Currently the church grounds mowing roster has 5 volunteers. Parish
Council is seeking more volunteers to help fill the vacancies on this roster. Should you be
able to help with this ministry, either by offering your services on the roster, or by
contributing financially, which in the future, may be needed to bring in hired help, please
contact Greg Rollason, phone 0431 598 560.
Thank You - Lyn and the Van Buerle family would like to thank most sincerely the
members of St Peters who have given them such wonderful support during the past year
leading up to the death of Robert Van Buerle. We feel very blessed to be part of such a
caring community.
Wanted Accommodation - Small Villa or Granny Flat for Professional Lady (non-smoker
and quiet living) and one small dog (Italian Greyhound). Lady will be working from home
for Commonwealth Government Authority. Please contact Kay Benson 34081058.

PARISH
MOVIE
NIGHT
MONDAY 8 MARCH
7PM

TICKETS - $20
includes either ice cream or popcorn

PRAYER POINTS
Those in Need - Royce Voss, Maureen Van Bruggen, Alan Jones, Blake Kubler, Elva Woods,
Vicki Pickering, Barbara Earner, Beverley Fegan-Grimmer, Kaye Bush, Phillipa Booth, Jenny
Sullivan, Aileen & Ralph Johnson, Valerie Bowser, Elizabeth Kubler, Krista-Liisa Pulkkinen.
To add someone to the prayer list please email office@stpetersbribie.org.au

Those who Grieve - Family and friends of Jan Higginbotham.
Upcoming Baptisms - Charlie Kenny, his parents Sarah and Eden and his godparents
Matthew, Carolyn and Neil; and Amelia Pewa, her parents Lisa and David.
February Birthdays - Dian Turner (4th), Edgar Askew (6th), Hilda Smith (7th), Barry Shield
(8th), Jocelyn Busse (11th), Geoff Thomas (13th), Michael Pope (15th), Bob Bimrose (16th),
David Eustace (16th), Win Thomas (17th), Dennis Edwards (19th), Lester Jubb (21st), Jan
Redsell (24th), Bill Dowd (28th).
February Special Celebrations - Congratulations to Hilda Smith who celebrates her 90th
birthday this Sunday 7th February; Geoff Thomas who celebrates his 90th birthday on
Saturday 13th February; and Michael Pope who celebrate his 80th birthday on Monday
15th February.

SUNDAY 7 FEBRUARY - FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
Readings - Isaiah 40:21-31; Psalm 147:1-11; 1 Corinthians 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39
Sentence - Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount
up with wings like eagles. (Isaiah 40.31)
Prayer of the day - Saving God, whose Son, Jesus Christ, healed the sick and
brought them wholeness of body and mind: inspire us, his disciples, so that we
may constantly proclaim his gospel by our words and by the dedication and
integrity of our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - Mark 1:21-39 sets up the framework of Jesus’ ministry in terms
of casting out demons, healing, and preaching/teaching. We already saw his first
exorcism in verses 21-28. Now we encounter his first healing. Back from the
synagogue, a public place for men, Jesus goes into a house, a private place for
women. It belongs to Simon and Andrew, the two brothers who were the first
recruits in Mark 1:16-18. He comes with a male entourage that includes two sets of
brothers, Peter and Andrew and James and John, and is told that Simon’s motherin-law is in bed with a fever. She is not named, which shows that she was an
ordinary woman. Only women deemed important by the Gospel writer are
mentioned by name in Mark. Jesus comes into the house and finds the sick
woman. He takes her by the hand and lifts her up. Apparently she is healed right
away because she begins to serve them. The word for serving is diakoneo, which
denotes not only providing them with food, but also service in general as women
did in those days as part of Mediterranean hospitality. The fact that the first person
to be healed in the story is a woman is significant. It shows that from the very
beginning Jesus sided with the least of society. But he was a first century Jew and
could not escape the mores of his culture. He still expected women to serve him
and his group of followers, as seen in this case. We should be careful not to make
universal laws concerning the role of contemporary women and men based on
passages such as this. The positive message of this healing, and the other cures in
Mark 1, is that they represent Jesus’ ideology of inclusion: those healed are
incorporated back into society. Simon’s mother-in-law returns to her role as a
woman in the society of the time and the leper is told to fulfill his responsibilities as
a member of the covenant people (verse 44).
Professor Osvaldo Vena, Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, Evanston, Ill., USA

Questions for Scripture Reflection
When was a time God gave you strength to carry on? (Isaiah 40:31)
What can you do to join God in caring for creation and bringing peace to the
nations? (Psalm 147:1-11)
What is your “deserted place” where you escape the crowds and/or communicate
with God? (Mark 1:35)

SUNDAY 14 FEBRUARY - LAST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
Readings - 2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6; 2 Corinthians 4:3-12; Mark 9:2-9
Sentence - It is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ who has shone
in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ. (2 Corinthians 4.6)
Prayer of the day - Almighty God, whose Son was revealed in majesty before he
suffered death upon the cross: give us faith to perceive his glory, that being
strengthened by his grace we may be changed into his likeness, from glory to
glory; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - The vision the disciples behold removes the veil of Jesus’
humanness to reveal his divinity: wondrous, frightening, powerful, unexpected, and
rich, connecting all ages (the prophets Elijah and Moses with Jesus), giving
enlightenment. His external appearance is utterly changed. Jesus’ transfiguration is
not to be approached with the assumption that we can understand it. It means to
draw us in toward what is abnormal, unnatural—like the burning fire that does not
consume the bush (Moses’ first encounter with YHWH in Exodus 3:1-6) and like
the fire Elijah hoped for and received from God on the altar drenched in water to
win the wager against the prophets of Baal (Elijah’s story in 1 Kings 18). The
Transfiguration places Jesus in the lineage and honour of the two prophets who
stand beside him on the mountain. The disciples are terrified in a way that means
they fear they will be harmed. Yet, they seek for a way to remain in the presence of
what terrifies them. The drama of the moment suggests that it harbors danger. And
then the cloud appears as another manifestation of the divine with the voice that
reminds us of the voice from heaven at Jesus’ baptism in Mark 1:11. Here,
however, the voice does not speak in second person to Jesus (“You are my Son,
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased”) but in the third person to the disciples
(“This is my Son … listen to him”). The Transfiguration gives the disciples the
experience of witnessing a most amazing and unspeakable vision that draws them
to want to stay there, dwell in that place of wonder, and then to be told by the voice
of the divine that their job is not to abide in that wonder but to go back down the
mountain. The voice in the cloud is directed at the disciples, to the church, rather
than to the Son as it was at his baptism. It speaks to Jesus’ identity so that the
church can see what Jesus alone heard when he was baptized.
Melinda Quivik, Liturgical and Homiletical Scholar, St. Paul, Minnesota

Questions for Scripture Reflection
What does the nature of Elijah and Elisha’s prophetic community teach us about
communal ministry? (2 Kings 2:1-12)
Who has been a mentor to you, and helped you through a transition? (2 Kings 2:112).
When have you experienced light shining in the darkness, perhaps your darkness?
(2 Corinthians 4:6).
Peter, James and John saw Jesus on the mountain top. Where do you see Jesus?
(Mark 9:2-9)

SUNDAY 21 FEBRUARY - FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
Readings - Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 25:1-10; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15
Sentence - The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent,
and believe in the good news. (Mark 1.15)
Prayer of the day - God of the new and eternal covenant, as the forty days of the
great flood swept away the world’s corruption and watered new beginnings of
righteousness and life: grant to us, who are washed clean and born again in the
saving flood of baptism, the wellspring of your grace, that your gift of new life may
flourish once again; through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, who lives and reigns with
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Genesis Reflection - Reading Genesis 9 on its own terms raises the question of
humanity’s partnership with God in caring for and conserving the earth. What is our
role? This text doesn’t provide specifics. Perhaps the Iron Age writers and their
readers could not have imagined the state of the world in our times, nor would they
have believed it. The covenant is striking in its inclusivity. The welfare of the earth
is a matter for all of humanity. The rainbow covenant represents radical inclusivity
in the heart of a narrative shaped by gender bias and ethnocentrism. The covenant
between God and all flesh is between God and every person for all time, including
but not limited to those who can trace their ancestry to Noah and all of their
descendants forever. The covenant between God and all flesh is between God and
every girl, woman, boy, man, and intersex person, every lesbian, gay man,
bisexual and transgender person, every atheist, agnostic and religious person,
every Muslim, Christian, Jew, Buddhist, Hindu, Wiccan and pagan person, every
person of ability and perceived limitations, every person of any nationality, ethnicity
or racial construction or category, and even includes those who defy and explode
categories. For the religious reader, particularly womanist, feminist, and other
liberation seeking readers, this radical inclusivity is part of what makes the religious
texts of ancient Israel scripture for so many peoples beyond their culture, religion
and borders. The rainbow is a visual reminder of God’s faithfulness, no matter how
terrible, how destructive the storms that batter us. At this point in human history
when our storms are worsening because of what we have wreaked on this planet,
that promise is comforting. Some may say that God’s promise means it doesn’t
matter what we do or don’t do. But the covenant is between God and all of us.
Professor Wil Gafney, Brite Divinity School, Fort Worth, Texas

Questions for Scripture Reflection
Why do you think it matters that God establishes a covenant with all animals as
well as humans? (Genesis 9:10)
In what settings and in what ways do you allow God to teach you and lead you?
(Psalm 25:4, 5, 8, 9)
The voice from heaven calls Jesus “Beloved.” What does Jesus’ belovedness
mean to you? (Mark 1:11)

SUNDAY 28 FEBRUARY - SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
Readings - Genesis 17.1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22.24-32; Romans 4.13-25;
Mark 8.31-38
Sentence - If you want to become a disciple of Jesus, deny yourself, take up your
cross, and follow him. (Mark 8.34)
Prayer of the day - God of all times and places, in Jesus Christ, who was lifted up
on the cross, you opened for us the path to eternal life: grant that we, being born
again of water and the Spirit, may joyfully serve you in newness of life and faithfully
walk in your holy ways; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Gospel Reflection - Mark Twain worried, “It ain’t those parts of the Bible that I can’t
understand that bother me, it is the parts that I do understand.” There’s little in this
teaching that requires deep-sea exegesis. It is plain, hard, and inescapable. In
Mark 8:29 Simon Peter has tumbled to the truth about his teacher: “You are the
Messiah.” In 8:31 Jesus shifts to what the Son of the Man must endure by the
hands of the church leaders , that being rejection, suffering, and death. After the
full measure of this fatal disgrace has been exacted, he will rise again after three
days. Peter will have none of it. Taking Jesus aside, Peter rebukes him. Jesus puts
him and all followers back in their proper place: “Get behind me!” The stakes are so
high that he addresses Peter as “Satan,” the tempter (1:12) and thief of the
preached word (4:15). Peter is the only figure in Mark whom Jesus addresses so
vehemently. Why? “You are setting your mind not on divine things but on human
things”. Peter has arrogated to himself an authority that is not his to wield and is, in
fact, devilish. Then Jesus opens his teaching beyond the Twelve to the overhearing
crowd (including us): “If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me”. To take up the cross is neither
pious sentiment nor temporary disappointment. Crucifixion was the most
humiliating, torturous execution the Romans could devise. Cicero decried it: “There
is no fitting word that can possibly describe a deed so horrible” (Against Verres).
The cross is Jesus’ destination (15:12-39). There his followers must follow him.
Professor Michael Rogness, Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN

Questions for Scripture Reflection
Abram’s new name means “father of many.” If God changed your name, what
would you want it to mean? (Genesis 17:5)
What helps and hinders you in believing that God is able to do what God has
promised? (Romans 8:21)
In what ways do you sometimes argue with Jesus’ priorities and values? Why?
What helps you stop? (Mark 8:31-33)

UPCOMING DATES
Wednesday 17 February - Ash Wednesday
Wednesday 17 February – Parish Council Monthly Meeting
Saturday 20 February – Toc H Movie Fundraiser
Monday 22 February – MU Monthly Branch Meeting
Sunday 28 February – Parish AGM
Monday 8 March – Parish Movie Night at Bribie Cinema
Thursday 1 April – Maundy Thursday
Friday 2 April – Good Friday
Sunday 4 April – Easter Sunday

ATTENDING WORSHIP AT ST
PETER’S IN PERSON
Safety Plan - St Peter’s is required to
adhere to the Industry Plan for Places of
Worship. For more information on this
please speak to Lynn Macbeth (COVID
Warden) or a Churchwarden.
All Welcome - There is no need to
preregister for attendance at services, all are
welcome, except those who if you are
unwell, been in contact with a known active
case of COVID-19 or been in a declared
hotspot in the past 14 days. Current
maximum capacity for St Peter’s is 108.
Physical Distancing - People should
practice physical distancing at a minimum of
1.5 metres at all times. No physical
greetings or exchanges such us handshakes
or hugs. Sit separately (unless from same
household) and per approved seating plan.
Hygiene - Hands should be cleaned with
hand sanitiser upon entering church, before
receiving communion or after contact with
any surfaces. People who feel unwell or
have cold or flu like symptoms should not
attend.
Record of Attendance - A record of each
attendee’s name, address and phone
number will be kept by the Rector as per
government requirements.
Cleaning - The church will be cleaned in
line with Safe Work Australia standards.
Face Masks - While masks are no longer
mandatory, the Queensland Government
encourages all people to wear a face mask
when not maintaining a physical distance of
1.5 metres from people other than those
from their household.

