PARISH NOTICES
Online Sunday Worship - A new online service is
available each Sunday via Vimeo, FaceBook or our
Webpage.
Empty Christmas Tree - Thank you to all who so
kindly contributed to the gifts we were able to
give to children in foster care in our region on
behalf of Anglicare for Children and Families
Caboolture. We would also like to thank Even
Toys & Games at Bongaree for their generous
donation. This is all very much appreciated.
Volunteers for Christmas Services - There is a list
with Lynn Macbeth for those who would like to
assist with the Services on Christmas Day - Reader,
Liturgical Assistant and Audio Visual Operator. All
Christmas Eve services have been filled.
Nine Lessons & Carols - Sunday 20th December at
6.00pm. If you would like to be a reader, please
put your name on the list held by Lynn Macbeth.
Could we please only have one reader per family.
Christmas Bowl - To support the Christmas Bowl
please place your gift in an envelope marked
Christmas Bowl and place it in the offertory box.
Singing Group - Singing Group in now in recess for
the duration of the school holidays.
Parish Cleanup - The wardens wish to extend a
huge thank you to those parishioners who were
involved in the big clean last Saturday. Also, to
the parishioners who came during the week
before and cleaned, polished and gardened. Your
efforts and commitment are greatly appreciated.
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SUNDAY 13 DECEMBER - THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Readings - Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-11; Ps 126; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28; John 1:6-8, 19-28
Sentence - Bind up the broken-hearted, proclaim liberty to the captives and release to
the prisoners, proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, the day of vengeance of our God.
(Isaiah 61.1-2)
Prayer of the day - Eternal God, you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way for the
coming of your Son: grant us wisdom to see your purpose and openness to hear your
will, that we too may prepare the way for Christ who is coming in power and glory to
establish his rule of peace and justice; through Jesus Christ our Judge and our
Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

QUESTIONS FOR SCRIPTURE REFLECTION

1 . There is no shortage of oppressed, brokenhearted and
captive. Who needs comfort, liberty this week? (Isaiah 61:1-3)
2. Can you remember a time when your weeping turned to
shouts of joy? (Psalm 126:6)
3. When have you taken the opportunity to identify with
Christ when asked, “Who are you?” (John 1:19, 22)

SCRIPTURE REFLECTION
In the Synoptic Gospels, John the Baptist is a prophet who has an important ministry in
his own right. He calls people to repentance and eventually dies as a martyr for daring to
confront petty earthly tyrants with the word of the Lord. But in John, for the most part, he
just points people to Jesus. The text for this Sunday tells us more about who John wasn’t
than about who he was: he wasn’t the light; he wasn’t the Messiah; he wasn’t Elijah; he
wasn’t the prophet.” Who, then, was he? He was a witness (John 1:7) and he was a voice
(John 1:23), albeit a voice telling people to prepare for someone else, someone whose
sandal thong John was unworthy to untie (John 1:28). There are probably historical
reasons for this subordination. Many of the commentaries discuss various versions of a
theory that John’s significance had to be downplayed in some segments of the church
because his followers had become competitors with the followers of Jesus. Thus, John
himself is represented as directing his followers to Jesus and as declaring that “he must
increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30). Whatever political struggles might have
influenced the Fourth Gospel’s presentation of events, the account we have before us
offers a different nuance than what we encountered in Mark. That is what seems most
important to the writer of our Fourth Gospel: it is not just what he says about Jesus that is
important, but how he says it. John is a witness (martyría; John 1:7) who testifies
(martyréo; John 1:7, 19) to the good news of Jesus Christ. Those two words are used
more than forty-five times in John’s Gospel and are expressive of what many consider to
be a central theme of the work. They have their origin in a legal context and, so, imply
public testimony to something that one guarantees is absolutely true. When a witness
testifies to something, he or she stakes his or her life on it; a “false witness” commits
perjury, a capital offense. This, of course, explains the origin of our English word martyr: a
witness who suffers the ultimate consequence when his or her public testimony is deemed
false. John is only the first of many to testify on behalf of Jesus in this Gospel. Like the
man whose name was John, the church is sent into today’s world as a witness. So,
focusing specifically on the text for this Sunday, we may characterize this witness as
public, certain, and humble. These qualities are in tension with the spirit of our age. Most
people today regard religion as a private matter and do not want to hear about someone
else’s particular beliefs. Certainty is also shunned in these postmodern times; we are all
victims of our own perspectives: who can ever know for sure whether anything is true or
not? Still, we are audacious enough to believe that the gospel is true, and that it must be
proclaimed boldly, publicly and confidently. The trick is to bear witness to this truth with
humility. For John, that meant directing people away from himself and toward Jesus.
Notice how people try not to let him do that. “Who are you? What do you say about
yourself?” (John 1:22). That is one thing that has not changed. Talk about Jesus, and
people will always want to change the subject; often they want us to talk about ourselves.
And frequently that may be what we would prefer to talk about as well. Don’t take that
bait. Our testimony about Jesus is ultimately less significant than Jesus’ testimony about
us. Sure, share your opinions and beliefs about Jesus with friends, neighbours, and
strangers (if they’ll listen), but that’s all you’ve got, beliefs and opinions. The testimony of
Jesus himself is more powerful. His words are the word of God; his actions, an incarnation
of that word, putting us all on trial with public testimony. The light of God’s love and the
darkest parts of humanity come together, and there need be no postmodern squabbling
over what happens when darkness and light try to co-exist: the truth of what happens is
public and certain.
Reflection by Mark Powell, Professor of New Testament at Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus.

ATTENDING WORSHIP AT ST PETER’S IN PERSON
Safety Plan - St Peter’s is required to adhere to the Industry Plan for Places of
Worship. For more information on this please speak to Lynn Macbeth (COVID
Warden) or a Churchwarden.
All Welcome - There is no need to preregister for attendance at services, all are
welcome, except those who if you are unwell, been in contact with a known active
case of COVID-19 or been in a declared hotspot in the past 14 days. Current
maximum capacity for St Peter’s is 108.
Physical Distancing - People should practice physical distancing at a minimum of
1.5 metres at all times. No physical greetings or exchanges such us handshakes or
hugs. Sit separately (unless from same household) and per approved seating plan.
Hygiene - Hands should be cleaned with hand sanitiser upon entering church,
before receiving communion or after contact with any surfaces. People who feel
unwell or have cold or flu like symptoms should not attend.
Record of Attendance - A record of each attendee’s name, address and phone
number will be kept by the Rector as per government requirements.
Cleaning - The church will be cleaned in line with Safe Work Australia standards.

