
 

 
  

 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
 

PARISH PRIEST / RECTOR 

Rev Steven Schwarzrock 

3408 3191 

rector@stpetersbribie.org.au 
 

CHURCHWARDENS 

Kay Benson 3408 1058  

Margaret Peterson 5497 6978 

Greg Rollason 3408 1998 
 

COVID WARDEN 

Lynn Macbeth 5497 5268 
 

WEBSITE 

www.stpetersbribie.org.au 
 

ONLINE GIVING BY CREDIT 

CARD OR DEBIT CARD 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/T

IM/?BillerCode=1730050 
 

ONLINE GIVING BY DIRECT 

DEPOSIT 

Ac Name - Bribie Island Parish  

BSB - 704-901 

Account Number - 00000040 
 

POSTAL ADDRESS 

PO Box 1087 Bongaree 4507 

PARISH NOTICES 
Online Sunday Worship - A new online service is 
available each Sunday via Vimeo, FaceBook or 
our Webpage. Also, each Sunday at 9.30am you 
can also join us via Zoom for a live stream of our 
services at St Peter’s.  

Donation Tap Point - This is a contactless 
payment device allowing people an alternate 
way to give, using debit or credit cards at 
church. This facility is targeted at visitors, but 
can also be used by parishioners who may wish 
to give a bit extra. To use the device just tap 
your card and the set amount displayed on the 
screen will be deducted from your card. 

 

PARISH PRAYER POINTS 
Those in Need - Des Everett, Jean Woodward,  
Valerie Bowser, Phyl Adams, Bretton Bartlett,  
Greg Collis, Ian Hillard, Elizabeth Kubler, David 
Lower, Krista-Liisa Pulkkinen. 

Those who Grieve - Family and friends of 
Dorothy McMahon and Lorne Maitland. 

Baptism - Aberdeen Grant who is to be baptized 
this Sunday. 

Birthdays this week -  Ruth Greenhalgh (23 
August), Royce Voss (23 August), Jeanette Field 
(25 August), Roger Platt (28 August). 

 

 

WEEKLY SERVICES 

Sunday - 7.30am & 9.30am 

Wednesday - 10am 

 

 

Fr Steven Schwarzrock 

mailto:rector@stpetersbribie.org.au
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https://vimeo.com/user110905450
https://www.facebook.com/anglicanbribie/
https://www.stpetersbribie.org.au/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3408319100?pwd=bDV4cUE3QktBOUlqL0ZjYlZKQUhPZz09


 

SUNDAY 23 AUGUST - ORDINARY SUNDAY 21 
Readings - Exodus 1.8-2.10; Psalm 124; Romans 12.1-8; Matthew 16.13-20. 

Sentence -  Martha said, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God, the one coming into the world.’    (John 11.27) 

Prayer of the day -  O God, fount of all wisdom, in the humble witness of the apostle 
Peter you have shown the foundation of our faith:  give us the light of your Spirit, that, 
recognising in Jesus of Nazareth the Son of the living God, we may be living stones for 
the building up of your holy Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unit of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.    Amen. 

SCRIPTURE REFLECTION 

This week the Old Testament reading comes from Exodus, the first section (1:8-22) 
gives a concise account about how the favoured family of Jacob became an oppressed 
subgroup within Pharaoh’s empire. The second section (2:1-10) narrates the 



 

circumstances surrounding the birth and early childhood of Moses. These two units 
contrast each other. Consider some of the word choices of the first unit - powerful, war, 
enemies, taskmasters, oppress, forced-labour, dread, ruthless, bitter, hard service, 
labour, task. These word selections signal the tonal elements of this unit. The Israelites 
populate quickly to the point of posing as a potential threat to the Egyptians. 
Consequently, the Egyptian king enslaves the Israelite people. When initial rounds of 
oppression do not work, the Egyptians become more draconian in their oppression, 
calling for execution of all Hebrew boys. These verses underlie the references to 
slavery that will appear throughout the rest of Exodus. Much of this first unit revolves 
around the idea of fear. The new king of Egypt did not know Joseph and the legacy of 
provision that he brought to the land. Consequently, the new king feared the potential 
uprising of the Israelite people. The text does not include a single hint of any rebellious 
spirit in the Israelites, yet this fear becomes the driving force to a series of escalating 
oppressive policies, even to the point of planned genocide. Baseless fear is still fear 
and resulted in generational suffering for the Israelites. Verse 15 continues the theme 
of fear and introduces the midwives. It is important to contrast the cowardly fear of 
Pharaoh to the midwives’ righteous fear of God. With the failure of earlier actions, 
Pharaoh introduces progressively harsher measures of cruelty. But the midwives do 
not fear the Egyptian king, despite his signals of dangerous paranoia. Rather, the 
midwives fear God. Such a fear compels them to defy the order of Pharaoh and openly 
disobey the royal command to murder Hebrew boys. This blatant insubordination 
should normally result in summative execution, but God honours this fear and blesses 
the midwives, not only with their own lives, but with abundant progeny. Pharaoh's 
plans have backfired so he escalates even more. He commands murder of all Hebrew 
male babies. This is the most complete example of infanticide in the entire Bible. 
Immediately following this narrative of fear and cruelty, Exodus 2:1 opens the second 
unit with a sharply different tone. The narrative moves away from this theme of fear 
and moves to a broader picture of maternal care. A baby from a priestly and holy 
lineage is born under this plight. The baby is described as a “good” baby. In this case, 
a good baby does not refer to an obedient and well-behaved baby, who magically 
never cries. Rather, it is more of a whole and right baby. Through a complex chain of 
events, both the birth mother and the royal daughter care for this baby, protecting his 
life, and divinely providing for the most nurturing of environments. When we think of 
God’s sovereignty, we often associate this with the mighty hand of God, and divine 
acts when God alters the forces of nature. God’s sovereignty also projects ideas of 
divine intervention on a massive human scale such as warfare. But in this passage, 
God protects the baby through these women. It is a different perspective of sovereignty 
from much of the Bible. Consider some of the word choices of the second section - 
married, conceived, bore, child, sister, daughter, mother, bathe, pity. God’s sovereignty 
is manifest through compassion and care. God does not have gender, but in this 
passage, the analogy of sovereignty is manifest in the care of a newborn through 
mothers, whether by birth or by adoption. This care is heightened due to the nature of 
the crisis of infanticide. But do not mistake this compassion for weakness. Maternal 
care is powerful. The passage shows that a royal edict cannot defeat the resilient 
strength of maternal compassion. As Pharaoh increases the oppression, the 
compassion of the different women ends up raising the one who will truly lead the 
Israelites into liberation from this oppression. 



 

In the Gospel passage for this Sunday Peter gets it right: “You are the Messiah, the 
Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16). His aptitude is no surprise; he is, after all, 
Disciple #1 among the Twelve. As the first one called, Peter has participated in every 
tutorial offered by Jesus from the beginning of the public ministry. His confession 
suggests that he has been paying attention. Peter has observed the healings of mercy, 
heard the sermons on justice, and twice tasted bread multiplied and shared with 
thousands. Saved by the grasp of the Lord’s own hand when stormy waters threatened 
to sink him, he has professed with others, “Truly you are the Son of God” (Matthew 
14:28-33). Sight, sound, taste, touch … through the flesh and blood of his own 
experience, Peter has learned much about Jesus. He is an excellent student. The most 
important element of this episode, however, is not Peter’s capacity as a gifted student; 
rather, it is the truth to which Peter’s answer points. Peter and his colleagues are in the 
presence of the One who is anointed by and Son of the living God. Jesus is not just 
one prophet among a long line of prophets, as “the people” suggest by their multiple-
choice answers (Matthew 16:13-14). (Are they trying to cover all their options, just in 
case?) Peter’s answer points in the direction of a greater truth: as Son of the living 
God, this Messiah is also the one who is “God with us” (Matthew 1:23). That truth is 
significant because it means (among other things) that everything the disciples have 
experienced with Jesus, everything they have learned from this Messiah through their 
limited senses of sight, sound, taste, and touch, is not simply knowledge or experience 
revealed through “flesh and blood.” It is, in fact, a revelation from God. Their human 
senses and experience are imperfect, but God’s revelation is not limited by that 
imperfection. Jesus’ own “Father in heaven” has revealed the truth through the words 
and deeds of Jesus. “Flesh and blood has not revealed this to you,” says Jesus to 
Peter, “but my Father in heaven” (Matthew 16:17). Whatever Jesus reveals is what 
God reveals. Whatever God reveals is what Jesus reveals. Peter and the disciples 
receive God’s revelation through their experiences of this Messiah. To the extent that 
the church is built on “this rock” (whether the rock refers to Peter himself, or to the 
words of his confession, or to something else), it is worth naming the means through 
which we experience the revelatory power of God. The text sets this event in or around 
Caesarea Philippi, a city outside of the familiar region of Galilee in which Jesus’ 
ministry has largely taken place. Caesarea Philippi was near a trade route that 
connected Tyre in the West to Damascus in the Northeast. Thus, Jesus’ question, 
“Who do you say that I am?”, hangs in the air at the intersection of economic trade, 
religion, and the power of the Empire. It is a question not simply about Jesus’ identity, 
as if getting the titles right would earn somebody an “A” on a messianic quiz. It is a 
question about allegiance. In what or in whom will the followers of Jesus place their 
trust? Will it be in the privileges deriving from access to opportunity and wealth? In the 
worship of a prevailing culture’s latest idols? In allegiance to the dominant power of 
earthly rulers? Or will they trust, instead, in the One whose life, death, and resurrection 
reveal the mercy and justice of the living God? 
Reflection Question 
With whom do you most identify in this story: the midwives, mothers, Moses, or his 
rescuers? (Exodus 1:8-2:10) 
When have you felt the presence of God on your side bringing you to safety? (Psalm 
124) 
What are the best methods for helping people discover and cultivate their spiritual 
gifts? (Romans 12:1-8) 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTENDING WORSHIP AT ST PETER’S IN PERSON 

Protecting Vulnerable People - Government advice for vulnerable people is 
that you should stay at home and avoid contact with others. Vulnerable people 
are defined as people 70 years and older, people 65 years and older with a 
chronic medical condition and people with a comprised immune system. 

Capacity - As per government guidelines on physical distancing attendance 
at St Peter’s is limited to 50 people per service. If capacity limit was reached 
at a service, alternate seating will be made available outside. 

Registering for Worship - Pre-registering for worship is not currently 
required. 

Physical Distancing - People should practice physical distancing at a 
minimum of 1.5 metres at all times. No physical greetings or exchanges such 
us handshakes or hugs. Sit separately (unless from same household) and per 
approved seating plan. 

Hygiene - Hands should be cleaned with hand sanitiser upon entering church, 
before receiving communion or after contact with any surfaces. People who 
feel unwell or have cold or flu like symptoms should not attend. 

Record of Attendance - A record of each attendee’s name, address and 
phone number will be kept by the Rector as per government requirements. 

Cleaning - The church will be cleaned in line with Safe Work Australia 
standards. 

COVID Warden - For more information on our COVID safety plan please 
speak to Lynn Macbeth (COVID Warden) or a Churchwarden. 

 

ATTENDING WORSHIP AT ST PETER’S IN PERSON 

Online Worship - Every Sunday morning a new service is uploaded. To 
watch online worship from St Peter’s please follow this link 
vimeo.com/user110905450.  The link is also available from our website and 
FaceBook page.  
 

Live Online Worship using ZOOM - The Wednesday (10am) and Sunday 
(9.30am) Eucharist will be streamed via ZOOM. Join earlier if you would like 
to have a chat. To join us follow the Zoom instructions below. To join 
download and open the ZOOM app and select “Join Meeting” and enter the 
meeting id 3408319100 and the password is 34083191. When prompted 
select join with computer / internet audio. You can also phone in from your 
home phone by dialling 02 8015 6011. The meeting id is 3408319100. Please 
phone Fr Steven on 3408 3191 if you need assistance. 
 

https://vimeo.com/user110905450
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3408319100?pwd=bDV4cUE3QktBOUlqL0ZjYlZKQUhPZz09

