Jesus said to Thomas, ‘Put
your finger here and see
my hands. Reach out your
hand and put it in my side.
Do not doubt but believe.’
John 20.27

On Thursday the National Cabinet agreed, based on
the expert medical advice, to maintain the current
baseline restrictions for at least another four weeks.
Therefore, various closures and social distancing
will remain the new normal until the situation
improves.
These are unprecedented times for the modern
church which have changed in what way we can
gather for the foreseeable future. No matter the
situation we still share in the call of glorifying God
and the call of nourishing and building the body of
Christ.
Through our online worship many of us have been
able still find a common space to worship together.
If you have access to the internet and are struggling
to connect please do not hesitate to give me a
phone call. For those who have not been able join in
with the online worship I encourage you to join in
with the church using the daily prayer service in the
prayer book, they commence on page 382 of A
Prayer Book for Australia. Using the Daily Prayer
services, we can share in worship together by
saying the common prayers of the church.
As followers of Jesus the work of building the
kingdom also continues despite the strange state of
the world at present. I am aware of the regular
phone calls happening between parishioners and
the offers to support each other, and I thank those
who have been reaching out to others. If you need a
chat or need some help, please do not hesitate to
give me a phone call.
Fr Steven Schwarzrock
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If you have a Facebook account
please follow the Parish account for
posts and new information. Go to
Facebook and search anglicanbribie
and like our page or click on this link
https://www.facebook.com/anglicanbr
ibie/

PRAYER POINTS
Those in Need – John Clark, Joy
Clark, Roslyn Young, David Lower,
Phyl Adams, Debbie Eustace,
Marjorie Voss, Diane Loose, Barry
Loose, Sue Telfer.
To add someone to the prayer list please
email office@stpetersbribie.org.au

DAILY PRAYER - On page 382 of ‘A
Prayer Book for Australia’ you will
find the Daily Prayer services. Using
these services is a great way to join
in with others in prayer. These
services can be found in the prayer
book but also electronically using
the epray app.

PARISH NOTICES
Office Mail Slot - A mail slot has been installed
in the door of the Parish Office on Toorbul
Lane. For those who are unable to give online
you may wish to place your parish giving
through this slot as well as any
correspondence for the Fr Steven or the
Parish Office.
Neighbourhood Centre – Donations of
groceries and clothing for the Neighbourhood
Centre are still welcome, there will be a box at
the front door of St Peter’s each Monday, so if
you can give something to support the needy in
the community please bring it to St Peter’s
each Monday for collection.
Drink Containers – Please continue to collect
your drink containers, they can be dropped off
in front of the shed next to Cooinda.
Parish Giving – Even though we are not
meeting for worship the Parish still needs to
meet expenses, if you are able to give by
Parish Direct or Online Deposit it would be
appreciated, bank account details on front of
newsletter.

EPRAY - Be nourished and sustained
through Daily Prayer. Quick and easy
access to the Anglican Daily Office
on your smart phone or tablet.
Download the free ‘epray daily’ app
from your app store. The Parish
code is 6065.

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
Readings - Acts 2.14a, 22–32; Psalm 16; 1 Peter 1.1–12; John 20.19–31
Sentence - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy
he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead. (1 Peter 1.3)
Prayer of the day - Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the
hope of those who doubt: may we, who have not seen, have faith and receive the fullness
of Christ’s blessing; who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.
Reflection - In the Gospel passage for today it is still the first day of the week. So much
happened from sunrise to evening on that day to turn the world over and over again.
First, a mourning Mary discovers an empty tomb and, perplexed, reports this news to
Peter and the other, unnamed, disciple whom Jesus loved; and a new scene emerges.
There, a mystified couple of disciples race to the tomb, entering the space to find the
linen that wrapped the body of Jesus, but, as Mary said: no body. John’s Gospel tells us
that at the end of this day the disciples have gathered. Here, the record does not specify
how many, but states that Thomas is not present. The unconfirmed rumors of the
resurrection started by Mary has brought neither understanding nor obedience.
Perplexity and amazement, cynicism and unbelief. The disciples are clueless
concerning the meaning of Jesus’ death, disappointed by this presumed dashing of their
hopes, and astounded by reports of the empty tomb. The disciples are fearful. Good
news does not erase fear. Good news, incredible news, can ignite hope, but even hope
does not eliminate genuine fear. So, there they were in a familiar place desperate with
unfamiliar fear. An empty tomb isn’t enough to confirm all that Jesus promised is true.
What does the resurrection mean? It means God still shows up. So Jesus shows up.
(Now you want to talk about fear ...) Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace
be with you.” No doubt it was Jesus. They recognized the scars. They see the stripes on
his back and the hole in his side. And in recognition, John says they rejoiced. Astonished,
ashamed, afraid, the intruder into their hidden place asserts must-needed peace. God is
(still) with us! And Jesus, like God breathing life into the first human, breathed on the
disciples. The prospect of insight comes with the intrusion of Jesus, for the Spirit of God
proceeds from him and in so doing, opens the eyes of the disciples. Which brings us to
the rest of the story. What they saw is all Thomas desires. Too often the focus here is on
Thomas’ doubt. But Thomas was not present when Jesus showed up on the other side of
a locked door to greet fearful followers with peace and the instruction to forgive.
Thomas’ request is merely for what the other’s experienced. The wonder of this moment
is Jesus’ willingness to meet Thomas exactly where Thomas names he needs meeting.
Thomas names what Jesus knew his disciples needed. The doors are shut. Jesus
appears, nail scars and all. His offering of peace is followed by a demonstration of
forgiveness, no condemnation for Thomas’ request rather a simple invitation. The
disciples rejoiced, but Thomas’ response is praise. There is a difference. The question
Jesus does ask foreshadows those who will believe because of the testimony of these
witnesses. In this inquiry and promised blessing, what the one whom Jesus calls Father
sent him to do, Jesus assigns his followers. Jesus sends these followers out with the
mission of forgiving the sins Jesus’ death has taken away.

Online Worship available every Sunday
To watch online worship from St Peter’s please follow this link
vimeo.com/user110905450 the link is also available from our website and FaceBook
page. Services from other parishes can be found on the Diocesan Website
anglicanchurchsq.org.au

Morning Prayer on Wednesday & Sunday with Chat Time
At 10am each Wednesday and Sunday you are invited to join us for a Morning Prayer
using Zoom. Chat time before Morning Prayer from 9:30am. Follow the Zoom
instructions below.

ZOOM - Video and Phone Conferencing Application
While we are unable to meet in person the Parish will be using Zoom to hold meetings,
prayer times, studies and conversations. If you have a computer with a camera, a tablet
or smart phone all you need to do is download a free app by following this link
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/3408319100
Open the app and select “Join Meeting” and enter
the meeting id 3408319100 and the password
is 34083191. When prompted select join with
computer / internet audio. You can also phone in
from your home phone by dialling
02 8015 6011. The meeting id is 3408319100.
Please phone Fr Steven on 3408 3191
if you need assistance.

WE MAY NOT
GATHER AT THE
CHURCH
BUT WE WILL
STILL GATHER
AS THE
CHURCH

INVITE SOMEONE TO CHURCH
With our Sunday services online,
inviting a friend to church is easier
than ever. Share with your family
and friends that they can join you
for church without having to leave
their home.

A Disciple is someone
who has moved from
being the recipient of
the Church’s mission to
be responsible for the
Church’s mission.

